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“Collectivization, Dekulakization, and Grain Collection Policies: Causes of the “Holodomor”  
Ukraine Famine of 1932-1933” 

~Samantha Blais 

 

 

Since the eighteenth century, Ukraine has struggled for national independence and 

sovereignty from Russian rule. Due to Ukraine’s geographic position and wealth of natural 

resources, it was a major asset to the Russian Empire as well as the Union of Soviet Social 

Republics in the 1920s. During the Russian Revolution and Russian civil war, from 1917 to 1921, 

the Ukrainians attempted to liberate themselves from Russian rule; however, following the 

mobilization of Soviet forces, the Soviet Union declared war on the new Ukraine republic.
1
 The 

Soviet Union’s large army overwhelmed and defeated the Ukrainian army who lacked forces and 

medical supplies. Despite the failure of liberation, the Ukrainians still resisted the Soviet Union rule 

and Russification.
2
 Being important to the Soviet Union’s industrialization plans, the threat of a 

Ukraine rebellion caused the USSR implemented the Five-Year Plans to liquidate private property 

from the kulaks as class enemies. However, the policies of dekulakization, mass collectivization, 

and seizure of grain in the Ukraine did not only attack the kulaks but all of Ukraine.
3
 Although 

Russia denied its involvement in the creation of the Holodomor, the denial of the famine and Joseph 

Stalin’s statements with regards to Ukraine’s nationalism suggest the premeditated extermination of 

Ukrainian population.
4
 Because of the almost simultaneous policies of collectivization, 

dekulakization, and grain collection, the Holodomor was a man-made genocide used for political 

and economic gain. The development of the famine would allow for the Soviet Union and Stalin to 

quickly dissolve Ukraine nationality and opposition that may threaten the success of heady 

                                                 
1
 Stephen Oleskiw, The Agony of a Nation, (London, National Committee to Commemorate the 50

th
 Anniversary of the 

Artificial Famine in Ukraine 1932-19331983), 10. 
2
 Ibid, 10-11. 

3
 Wasyl Hryshko, The Ukrainian Holocaust of 1933, (New York, Bahriany Foundation, 1983), 77-79.  

4
 Oleskiw, The Agony of a Nation, 26. 
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industrialization of the Soviet Union; the famine provided a ‘natural’ solution to the opposition and 

nationality of Ukraine. 

 Advocacy for independency and sovereignty in Ukraine began before the abdication of the 

Tsar in 1917; however this gave rise to a Ukrainian national revolution. In June of 1917, Ukraine 

proclaimed autonomy and by November it had established the Ukrainian National Republic.
5
 The 

Ukrainian Central Rada, a democratic-socialist party, became the main party in the short-lived 

statehood of Ukraine.
6
 By 1922, after the Russian civil war, Russia had re-conquered Ukraine and 

“re-established control over their wealthiest colony.”
7
 Following the re-conquering of Ukraine and 

the succession of Stalin, the USSR found the necessity to strengthen his power through the 

consolidation of Russian control over the Soviet Union by extensive industrialization. Agricultural 

production was essential to the success of industrialization. The creation and implementation of the 

First Five-Year Plan, in April 1929, forced the entire Soviet Union, especially Ukraine, into strain 

and sacrifice to meet the demands for industrialization plans.
8
 The First Five-Year Plan also 

ensured the “consolidation of absolute power in the Kremlin” resulting in the accumulation of non-

Russian republics, including Ukraine, into provinces of Russia.
9
  

The process of collectivization was created as a result of the industrial demands of the 

Soviet Union denying the peasants the rights “which had been guaranteed them by the decree on 

land, issued on November 8, 1917.”
10

 Stalin’s desire to obtain absolute control of agricultural 

production and marketing justified the idea of collectivization. In addition, the use of 

collectivization also allowed for the de-Ukrainization process, which would, in turn, destroy 

Ukraine nationalism. Unlike Russians who were used to some form of agricultural control, 

Ukrainian farmers were opposed to collectivization. James E. Mace identifies the collective farm as 

                                                 
5
 Hryshko, The Ukrainian Holocaust, 42. 

6
 Ibid, 43. 

7
 Oleskiw, The Agony of a Nation, 13. 

8
 Hryhory Kostiuk, Stalinist Rule in the Ukraine: A Study of the Decade of Mass Terror (1929-39), (New York, 

Praeger, 1960), 5. 
9
 Ibid, 3.  

10
 Ibid, 5.  
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the “reinstitution of serfdom.”

11
 Collectivization’s main purpose was to ensure quotas were met to 

supply aid to the rapid industrialization in the Soviet Union.
12

 However, collectivization in the 

Ukraine was not solely achieved by methods of persuasion and propaganda because of Ukraine’s 

nationalism and it being traditionally an individual agriculture society. By 1930, many farms were 

collectivized.  

Some farmers did “voluntarily” collectivize when met with the ultimatum of deprivation of 

citizenship rights and unpayable taxes for not collectivizing. Y. Maslivets, an employee of Soviet 

land division who was sent to Ukraine to assist collectivization, labels the collectivization of 

Ukraine as “an ill-concealed robbery of the farmer, legalized by the administration.” 13
 Stalin and 

the USSR leader’s introduction of forced collectivization were first by policies then by violent 

methods.
14

 

Because by 1930, the so-called kulaks in Ukraine were either in exile or executed, all 

resisting peasantry became identified as kulaks when collectivization was renewed in 1931.
15

 The 

revised definition of a kulak included political tendencies,
16

 which permitted the dehumanization 

and massacre of enemies of the Soviet Union. An eyewitness account only providing the initials 

E.M., recalls that those refusing to collectivize became “kurkuls” or kulaks and were deported or 

executed for being Soviet enemies.
17

 V. Gsovski argued, “it was not so much the prosperity of a 

peasant as his attitude toward collectivization which determined his class character.” 

                                                 
11

 James E. Mace, “The Man-Made Famine of 1933 in Soviet Ukraine,” Famine in Ukraine 1932-1933, edited by 

Roman Serbyn and Bohdan Krawchenko, (Edmonton, University of Alberta, 1986) 1-14, here 5. 
12

 Michael Ellman, Collectivization, Convergence and Capitalism: Political Economy in a Divided World, (London, 

1984), 59. 
13

 I. I. Sandul, A.P. Stepovy, Semen O. Pidhainy, The Black Deeds of the Kremlin: A White Book, “Book of 

Testimonies,” Vol. 1, (Toronto, Basilian Press, 1953), 193. 
14

 Oleskiw, The Agony of a Nation, 16. 
15

 Ibid, 34. 
16

 Robert Conquest, Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet Collectivization and the Terror-Famine, (New York, Oxford University 

Press 1986), 119. 
17

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 1, 198-9. 
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The “liquidation of the kulaks as a class”

18
 enabled the campaign to dekulakitavize the 

Soviet Union, including the Ukraine. The most severe dekurkulization, or dekulakization in 

Russian, began the winter of 1929-30 until 1933.
19

 The dekulakization legalized the confiscation of 

property of the kulaks and secured the kulak’s fate by making them illegal to hire.
20

 As advertised 

in the Pravada on January 24
th

, 1930 “hundreds of kurkuls have already been evicted from their 

homes while their property has been taken over by the collective farms.”
21

 Arguably, this shows 

that the dekulakization movement provided legal grounds for the Soviet Union’s desired goal of 

complete collectivization and diminishment of opposition to the plans.  

Also, by the implementation of the passport system which did not allow kulaks or peasants 

to travel without permission. The kulaks, as well as the peasants, were forced to remain in their 

villages and await their fate. Produced in December 1932,
22

 the passport system initiated the 

endeavor to stop mass migration to cities and allowed “mass terror and persecution” against the 

Ukraine population, mostly identified as kulaks at this time, as a whole.
23

 Semen Modul, the brother 

of an identified kulak, discusses the difficulties connected with the introduction of “passportization” 

in the Ukraine. Without this passport, Modul would have been “thrown out on the street and perish 

of hunger.” Passportization was advertised as a “mortal blow against the class enemy.”
24

 Although 

the implementation of the passport was initially thought to dekulak Ukraine, in reality it isolated 

Ukraine and forbid the outside world’s realization of the famine.   

Mace argued that the “dekulakization thus meant the decapitation of the village by means of 

the removal of anyone capable of leading any sort of resistance.”
25

 Many scholars include the 

liquidation of Ukraine intellectuals as part of the dekulakization. The SVU trial prosecuted forty-

                                                 
18

 Mace, “The Man-Made Famine of 1933 in Soviet Ukraine,” 4.  
19

 I. I. Sandul, A.P. Stepovy, Semen O. Pidhainy, The Black Deeds of the Kremlin: A White Book, Vol. 2, “The Great 

Famine in Ukraine in 1932-1933,” (Detroit, Globe Press, 1955), 154. 
20

 Bohdan Krawchenko, “The Man-Made Famine of 1932-1933,” Famine in Ukraine 1932-1933, edited by Roman 

Serbyn and Bohdan Krawchenko, (Edmonton, Toronto Press, 1986), 15-26, here 17. 
21

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, The Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 2, 159. 
22

 Conquest, Harvest of Sorrow, 170. 
23

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, The Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 2, 459. 
24

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, The Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 2, 461. 
25

 Mace, “The Man-Made Famine of 1933 in Soviet Ukraine,” 5.  



TimePieces Vol. 16 

7  
five Ukraine intellectuals out of the thousands arrested, executed or sent to concentration camps, 

which is identified as the dekulakization of Ukraine through the persecution of intellectuals.
26

 

Continuing, during 1930 until 1934, arrests were made by the secret police under the dekulakization 

movement of individuals that were associated with Ukraine nationalism or Ukrainization. The 

involvement in Ukraine nationalism or Ukrainization would automatically label one as a kulak and 

was an offence punishable by death, extensive imprisonment or deportation to concentration camps.
 

27
 This included intellectuals and peasants alike and allowed them to become intertwined as 

enemies to the Soviet government.  

As can be viewed in Stalin’s statement that “the peasantry represents the main army of a 

national movement… Without the peasantry there cannot be a strong national movement,”
28

 the 

elimination of peasantry intertwined and increasingly classified as kulaks and the implementation 

of dekulakization was a conscious attack on Ukraine nationality. Norman Naimark viewed the 

policies, collectivization and dekulakization, put in place as the creation of famine conditions as 

well as the execution of the illusionary and real kulaks.
29

 Also, the fact that Stalin and the Soviet 

Union were continually addressed about the unachievable quotas and famine issues as well as the 

response of denial from Moscow, highlights how unnatural the famine was. Another response from 

Moscow was the idea that Ukraine was purposely neglecting its quotas for nationalistic purposes.
 30

 

“The struggle for bread is a struggle for socialism” was the slogan of the campaign to 

achieve quotas of grain delivery and pursue a policy of Russian centralism throughout the Soviet 

Union.
31

 Opposition rose in Ukraine because of this campaign and the grain collection plan that 

followed did not only alienate and dehumanize class enemies, the kulaks, but it persecuted 

collective farmers and peasantry as well. Grain collection originally was executed so that the 

                                                 
26

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, The Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 2, 310. 
27

 Oleskiw, The Agony of a Nation, 53. 
28

 Joseph Stalin, Works, 13 vols. (Moscow, Foreign Languages Publishing House, 1954-1955), 11: 94. 
29

 Norman M. Naimark, Stalin’s Genocides, (Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2010), 63-4. 
30

 Mace, “The Man-Made Famine of 1933 in Soviet Ukraine,” 10-2.  
31

 Hryshko, The Ukrainian Holocaust, 78.  



TimePieces Vol. 16 

8  
government was able to buy grain from households and collective farms at a low price; however, 

during dekulakization the grain collection commission ordered house-to-house searches of grain. 

During this search, the government workers would remove any food or personal property of value 

to “satisfy the exorbitant demands” of the Soviet Union.
32

 In Dolot’s Execution by Hunger, it is 

suggested “the year 1932 witnessed the last battle of collectivization: the battle for bread, or to be 

specific, for the crop of 1932.”
33

 

When implemented simultaneously, collectivization, dekulakization, and grain collection 

created major distress in the Ukraine; these policies allowed for the genocide of the Ukraine from 

1932 to 1933 in the cloak of a famine. Dolot illuminates many of the physical and psychological 

effects that victims of the Holodomor would have faced. Dolot, who experienced the Holodomor as 

a young man in the Ukraine, recalls events throughout his novel, emphasizing the animalistic 

behavior that starvation caused, as a result of the policies earlier mentioned.
34

 

Firstly, the direst physical effect of the Holodomor was the decline in population in the 

Ukraine. The survivors of the starvation who did not resort to cannibalism, survived through eating 

everything, dogs, cats, tree bark, and many different kinds of roots.
35

 It is suggested by Dolot’s 

novel that many people also resorted to “meat of diseased horses and cattle,” which lead to death by 

food poisoning.
36

 I. Kh-ko and three of his sisters, a classified kulak, were the only survivors of the 

famine out of his family of nine, but in his recollection he states, “The things we had to eat. Even 

now the memory haunts me and a lump rises in my throat. Merciful God, forgive me!”
37

 His 

statement helps to illuminate the difficulties, however it does not give the horrid things he had to 

ingest to survive. This is just one of the many testimonies that describe the horrific life of survival 

                                                 
32

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 1, 201. 
33

 Miron Dolot, Execution by Hunger: The Hidden Holocaust, (New York, Norton 1985), 137. 
34

 Dolot, Execution by Hunger, 136-231. 
35

 Krawchenko, The Man-Made Famine of 1932-1933, 22. 
36

 Dolot, Execution by Hunger, 150. 
37

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 1, 231. 



TimePieces Vol. 16 

9  
that was classified by the Holodomor. In the end, the Holodomor engulfed anywhere from 8.5 to 9 

million victims, of these approximately 6.5 million died of starvation.
38

 

Secondly, the psychological effects of the Holodomor can be seen in the reactions of the 

starving peasantry. The starving population of Ukraine reverted to survival instincts, almost 

animalistic. Vasyl Luchko, a collective farmer, hung his children in madness by the hunger because 

they received food that he wanted according to his neighbor, D. Solovey.
39

 Pavlo Zolotarevich 

recalls his friend, Roman Pidlisny, who attempted to find work but, being identified as a kulak, 

could not; this man quickly committed suicide after.
40

 Accordingly, Dolot describes a mother, 

following her husband’s deportation and her daughter’s death by starvation, commits suicide 

because “there is no sense to living.”
41

 

The disturbingly graphic psychological effects tended to involve inhumane acts of 

cannibalism. Cannibalism during the famine was actually divided into two categories, those who ate 

the dead and those who killed to eat. Apolinariya Khalchenko recalls walking into her neighbor’s 

home to find her son, at twelve years old, cooking his dead mother’s hand in a “psychologically 

abnormal state.”
42

 Another testimony, from M. Didenko, describes premeditated cannibalism; in her 

testimony there is a woman who had been seen with a little girl who had gone missing, however the 

woman denies ever seeing the girl. A militiaman broke into the woman’s home and found the body 

of the vanished child. It was discovered during trial, this woman lured six children into her house 

with candy and made pasties from their flesh; “she was sentenced to death before a firing squad.”
43

 

At one point in 1933, there were “150 people imprisoned in Kiev on charges of cannibalism.”
44

 

However, the majority of the cannibals were people who suffered psychological damage during the 

dehumanizing and famine of Ukraine.  

                                                 
38

 Oleskiw, The Agony of a Nation, 55.  
39

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 2, 530. 
40

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 2, 535. 
41

 Dolot, Execution by Hunger, 190-1. 
42

 Sandul, Stepovy, and Pidhainy, Black Deeds of the Kremlin, Vol. 2, 650. 
43

 Ibid, 661-2. 
44

 Mace, The Man-Made Famine of 1933, 9. 
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The collectivization, dekulakization, and grain collection transformed many Ukrainians into 

starving peasantry and the lack of aid from the Soviet Union also dehumanized Ukrainians. 

Collectivization removed traditional farming from Ukraine where individual farming was central; 

this created major upheaval from Ukraine farmers. In practice, dekulakization meant the removal of 

kulaks from their homes and farms to eliminate class enemies; in reality, it was a political and 

economic maneuver to extinguish opposition and nationalism in the Ukraine. The final campaign of 

grain collection was meant to ensure supplies for the mass industrialization in Russia. However, it 

enabled the persecution of kulaks, peasants, and collective farmers alike in Ukraine, dehumanizing 

Ukrainians as a whole. As a result of these policies and political planning, the Holodomor struck 

Ukraine physically and mentally during its duration and long after. Ukrainians became animals and 

reverted to survival instincts, continuing at any cost for some, all to destroy Ukrainian nationalism 

and Soviet opposition. In 2006, the Holodomor was officially recognized by Ukraine and several 

other countries as a genocide against the Ukrainian people.
45

 However, there are still historians and 

countries that argue it was a natural, horrific famine that took millions of lives in the Soviet Union. 

But, as argued, the policies that preceded the Holodomor had both economic and political 

implications causing physical and psychological effects throughout Ukraine from 1932 until late 

1933.  
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“The Police State: Orchestrated Terror in the Third Reich”  

~Stewart Doucet  

 

 

It is truly frightful, the idea of living in a totalitarian society where ignorance of the few 

may rule over the ideas of many. Where enlightenment and intellect, virtues thought to free man 

from degradation, can become ones down fall and the cause of death and despair. It is under 

totalitarian rule, that out of fear of losing your own life, ignorance overpowers virtue of man. This 

way of life does seem horrific, and it very well was for the German people who lived beneath the 

shadow of Nazi terror in the Third Reich. The use of terror tactics orchestrated and enforced by the 

Gestapo in the Third Reich was consequential in silencing political and ideological opposition, and 

creating a social stigma amongst the German people endangering those who opposed Nazi 

ideologies. Nazi manipulation of legal practice allowed the secret police force, formally known as 

the Gestapo, to enforce terror tactics to silence and control the German population, leading to a 

culture of distrust, and constant fear in the Third Reich.   

When Hitler set about reconstructing the Nationalist Socialist German Workers party in 

1925 he knew that he needed to work within the existing government to install political and legal 

reforms in which the eventual Gestapo could carry out its practices of terror that would eventually 

lead to the consolidation of totalitarian power for Hitler. In order to consolidate power, Hitler knew 

he needed to get rid of his political opponents. He needed a reason to arrest and hold civilians for 

prolonged amounts of time, and the way under which Hitler carried out the expulsion of his 

opponents with the use of the police force was the exercise of ‘protective custody’
1
. Shortly after 

Hitler was appointed as Chancellor, the possibility of prolonged periods of police detention (up to 

three months) was given under the emergency decree for the protection of German people, issued 

                                                 
1
 Helmut Krausnick, Hans Buchheim, Martin Broszat, and Hans Adolf Jacobsen. Anatomy of The SS State, (Cambridge, 

William Collins Sons and Company Limited, 1968), 401.  



TimePieces Vol. 16 

13  
by the president on February 4

th
 1933.

2
 The emergency decree abolished most basic rights under the 

Weimar constitution, inhibiting personal freedoms and this created the basis for the police arrests of 

political enemies, which differed from imprisonment based on a judicial verdict, and police 

detention for only short periods of time as it did not deal on the basis of punishable offences but 

rather preventative measures.
3
 Once the decree was implemented Hermann Göring, the Prussian 

Minister of the interior, gave the following speech, indicating how the decree would be used against 

political opponents: 

It is the aim and objective of this decree that the wider powers which it gives should 

primarily be used against the communists, but also against those who work with the 

communists and who support or further their criminal objectives, even if indirectly. In 

order to avoid blunders I must point out that actions taken against members or institutions 

belonging to parties or organizations other than Communist, Anarchist, or Social 

Democrat, can be upheld under the decree for the protection of people and state of 

28.2.1933 if they represent a defense against Communist activity in the widest sense.
4
 

 

This decree was known as the ‘Reichstag Fire Decree’ as it was implemented after the 

destruction of the Reichstag building.  This meant essentially that the Reich government could take 

full control of all measures against communist organizations.
5
  This allowed the Nazi party to expel 

the Communist party before the Reichstag elections scheduled for March 5
th

 of that year. 
6
  

On February 3
rd

 1933, the day before the Reichstag Fire Decree was issued a London 

newspaper reported the deaths of two suspected communists who were shot for disobeying officers 

when they were told to close their windows; the report also reads that this violence was followed by 

several Nazi raids of Communist newspaper offices.
7
 By this point many people abstained from 

                                                 
2
 Ibid. 

3
 Ibid. 

4
 Hermann Wilhelm Göring, 3

rd
 March 1933, as quoted in Krausnick Buchheim, Broszat, and Jacobsen.  

5
 Krausnick, Buchheim, Broszat, and Jacodsen, Anatomy of the SS state, 403. 

6
 Ibid, 402. 

7
 Our Own Correspondent, "German Political Violence", Times (London, England) 4 February 1933, 9.  
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opposition because they did not want to endanger themselves and their families, or because they 

found certain ways in which to benefit from the new regime to some extent.
8
  

Another report from a London newspaper on April 1
st
 1933 describes how police forcefully 

entered a socialist’s home, a woman by the name of Frau Marie Jankowski, and how she was 

severely beaten by the Gestapo men and asked questions like “why do you harbor and feed 

Communists?” and “did you prepare a boycott list of Nazi shops?”. She was then forced to sign a 

paper promising to resign from the Socialist Party.
9
 It was always the strategy of the Nazi regime 

from the very beginning to inflict terror on those it considered to be a threat and to also try to win 

over those it did not consider to be opponents.
10

 

Hitler’s plan was working perfectly and under the Reichstag Fire Decree, in the summer of 

1933, party members of essentially every opposing party, including Jewish journalists, writers, and 

layers were arrested by the Gestapo and sent to work camps including Dachau, Oranienburg, 

Sachsenburg, and several others.
11

 So by 1934, after the death of President Hindenburg, Hitler had 

consolidated complete power by naming himself joint chancellor and president of Germany. 

The next notable reform made by Hitler that expanded the power of the Gestapo was the 

Nuremburg laws in September of 1935.
12

  The Gestapo began to discriminate against Jews more 

than any other group and the slightest misstep by Jewish business owners could bring to light their 

unfortunate legal position and the Gestapo used house searches to harass Jewish families and 

individual businesses.
13

 Fear of being arrested plagued the Jews of the Third Reich, as rights like 

free speech, the right to participate in civil society, serve in the military, attend public schools, own 

property, and even select sexual partners mattered more than ever.
14

 The situations for the Jewish 
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community worsened after this, and in 1937 the Gestapo was ordered to re-arrest anyone who had 

served their time for breaking the Nuremburg laws, and that they be sent to concentration camps.
15

  

Clearly the lives of Jews under Nazi rule were filled with constant terror of possibly being 

sent away to camps as they were now being funded under the federal budget thanks to an agreement 

between Himmler and Hitler on April 1
st
 1936.

16
 There grew great fear of the camps, as there were 

massive amounts of reports about the camps in virtually every town and city in Germany, since the 

first installment of work camps, so they were anything but secret.
17

 A report from a London 

newspaper from  August 23
rd

 1934 discusses the conditions of the camps, and how violence against 

the detained was not the main objective but beatings were common, especially when the guard 

began to drink, the correspondent even states that the guards would refer to the beatings as a ‘little 

sport’. He also states that guards were delighted by acts of cruelty and insult towards prisoners.
18

   

The reputation of the camps like Dachau were generally based on what people had heard 

happened inside of them, and their reputation grew, which caused people to be very careful about 

how they even spoke about the Nazi Reich out of fear of being sent away. This can be summed up 

in the saying of the time: ‘Dear God make me mum so that I don’t to Dachau come (meaning ‘Dear 

God make me mute so I don’t get sent to Dachau).
19

 

Reports of the camps were not the only way German civilians heard of the horrors of the 

camps, but many people had heard stories from people who had spent time in camps, as there were 

many instances before 1940 where people were only held temporarily until the Reich no longer 

considered them a threat. For example in November of 1938 approximately 10,000 Jews were sent 

to each of the three main camps at Dachau, Sachsenhausen, and Buchenwald, and most were 

released within several weeks, but not without witnessing the horrors of the camps.
20

 This almost 
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seemed like this was a tactic purely to instill fear into the Jewish population at the time, not to 

mention that these arrests were the largest single actions ever carried out by the Gestapo inside of 

Nazi Germany.
21

 

Further acts of terrorism continued in Germany often in the forms of street violence that was 

often illustrated by out of uniform Gestapo. These attacks were incredibly violent and would disrupt 

the lives of Jewish communities and could even be attributed to why many Jews went into hiding 

even before 1940. A report in London’s The Times from November 10
th

 1938 discusses the amount 

of mob violence being carried out upon the Jewish communities, including the destruction of 

Jewish ran organizations, and how a mob burned down a synagogue.
22

 The most notable pogrom 

carried out by anti-Semites ‘The Night of Broken Glass’ was a nationwide attack on Jews resulting 

in horrific murders and countless arrests of Jews.
23

  The Night of Broken Glass could not be 

entirely linked to the Gestapo but there were certainly Gestapo participating on their own accord, as 

the Gestapo were not encouraged to take part in the actions they were notified from Berlin that they 

should not disturb the actions, and that they should prepare to arrest between 20,000 and 30,000 

Jews under the basis of ‘protective custody’.
24

 

 During the Third Reich the Nazis strove to make the Gestapo seem legitimate but at the 

same time still all-powerful.
25

 Regardless of the press image of the Gestapo, many people still 

considered them as brutal and violent, and a large portion of civilians associated the Gestapo with 

violence and torture.
26

 Talk of torture came from people who had been interrogated by the Gestapo 

or had visited imprisoned friends and relatives and had heard of them secondhand.
27

 Those who had 

scars or injuries when they left concentration camps or had been detained by Gestapo warned those 
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who saw them not to say anything to others.

28
 “We knew that there were concentration camps”, 

reported a former Third Reich civilian interviewed by Eric Johnson. “One day they came and 

picked up our employee. He came back without fingernails or toenails. We were strictly forbidden 

to say a word about it.”
29

 

 Experiences like these created paranoia within the civilian population; many people if they 

were not already scared of how they should act around Nazis, became fearful of officials spying on 

them in their public and private lives. For example spies were considered the source of all Gestapo 

information in cases involving unlawful activity associated with church matters.
30

 The alleged spies 

may have been Gestapo attending church services dressed in civilian clothing taking notes on 

sermons. 
31

 Another German interviewed by Eric Johnson reported: 

The village policeman. He stood in the back of the church and listened. We were already 

wondering why the man was standing there; He wanted to hear what the pastor said. He 

wasn’t there to worship. He only want to listen in, but our pastor was a very intelligent 

man, and he already knew you shouldn’t say too much.
32

 

 

With this in mind people carried on as they generally did in their everyday interactions with fellow 

citizens, and Nazi party officials like their Nazi block leaders who would supervise forty to sixty 

households in residential areas.
33

 Because of the circumstances people likely believed that they 

needed to be careful in how they acted and what they said in front of certain people within their 

social circle as well as with other civilians in general.
34

 

  This social stigma developed over time as people may have assumed they were being spied 

on by Gestapo agents when in fact the information being used to build cases against civilians were 

actually coming from civilian denunciations.
35

  As civilians felt fear of incarceration for 

themselves, it is understandable to believe that they would be willing to denounce others in order 
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to, in a way, be on the good side of the law or even do this to receive reward from the Gestapo for 

their loyalty, also civilians within Nazi Germany who truly believed in Hitler’s cause and felt it was 

their personal duty to turn in people who spoke negatively against the Nazi party did so very often. 

Denunciation between friends and family was very destructive to the social atmosphere in 

Germany. A case where a family member had denounced another was more common than 

expected. For example, in the privacy of his own home a veteran on leave from the eastern front 

had called Hitler a murderer, where his own uncle had denounced him to the Gestapo.
36

 These 

situations where one family member turned in another was actually seen as, from a Nazi point of 

view, as a sign of a strong family structure rather than a weak one as there was minuscule solidarity 

with victims of denunciation.
37

 At times even a child denunciation of his parents could be entirely 

innocent but still have serious consequences. In 1934, a Berlin schoolboy was responsible for his 

father’s arrest by interrupting a teacher’s anti-Semitic lesson with the remark “my daddy says Jews 

are not damnably vile.” So the fear of denunciation gripped all those who had any sympathy for 

Jews or who opposed Hitler’s rule.
38

 

   Terror tactics in the Third Reich were consequential in stopping political and ideological 

opposition towards the Nazi regime, and because of the enforcement power of the Gestapo, and 

Hitler’s countless political reforms that strengthened his grip over Germany he was able to do so 

within only a few years after becoming chancellor. The terrors associated with the Gestapo, and the 

fears of being sent to camps or being denounced based on ones actions and words created a 

powerful social stigma throughout the Third Reich consisting of fear and distrust amongst civilians 

and even family members. Outsider groups forced to keep quite or risk their own lives, and Jews 

who had no options but to face the horrors and abuses of their own reality felt the awful resulting 

existence of what it is like to live under a totalitarian terror state.   
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“Patriarchy Revived: Working Class Women in Great Britain’s Industrial Capitalist Economy” 

 ~Sadie Gallibois  

 

 

The industrial revolutions of the 18th and 19th centuries wrought many changes in 

European society, namely the establishment of the industrial capitalist economy. From the division 

of work place and household to urbanization and mechanization, industrialization can be defined as 

“the movement of labour and resources away from primary production toward manufacturing and 

commercial and service activities.”
1
 The revolutions generated the view that industrialization gave 

birth to the “working woman” who, for the first time, engaged in labour. Ivy Pinchbeck’s research 

swiftly countered this notion: because the nature of their work had traditionally been home-based, 

women’s work had simply been overlooked until industrialization forced many women into waged 

work outside the home.
2
 On a similar note, many argue that the industrial revolution had positive 

consequences for women. For example, economic historian Max Hartwell maintains that the 

industrial revolution allowed women to gain respect, independence and importance within the 

patriarchal Victorian society they were constrained to.
3
 This optimistic view is misleading. In a 

short term perspective, the change brought about by the industrial revolution did not affect women 

positively; it merely strengthened Victorian patriarchy. Industrialization was in the hands of the 

middle class factory owners and manufacturers, who were strong advocates for tradition, separate 

gender spheres and patriarchy. The types and conditions of employment offered to working class 

women by their middle class employers only further cemented their subordination to men. Great 

Britain’s industrialization did not allow working class women to break free of the bonds of 
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Victorian society; instead they were subject to the traditional, marginalizing, industrial workforce 

of the industrial revolution that confined them to the “cult of domesticity.”  

Great Britain’s industrial revolution was characterized by the Victorian tradition. The 

Victorian Era can be defined as a time of “prudishness and observance of conventionalities”, 

placing great importance on tradition and authority.
4
 Patriarchy played a great role in the Victorian 

Era; men were believed to be the better sex, both in body and mind, and therefore should be the 

only sex to participate in the public sphere. While men were seen as strong, active and intellectual, 

women were perceived as fragile, passive and emotional, characteristics proven by “science” to be 

biologically driven. Women were confined to the home where they were to carry out their gendered 

roles of raising the children, managing the household and caring for their husbands. Universal 

Dancing Master, a book on ball room etiquette published in 1880, demonstrates the distrust British 

society had in women participating in the public sphere: “A lady should not attend a public without 

an escort nor should she promenade the ball room alone; in fact, no lady should be left 

unattended.”
5
 This “cult of domesticity” buttressed the conservative ideologies of the Victorian age 

and diminished women’s opportunity to engage in paid work. The Victorian ideology also 

undermined women’s unpaid work. Census takers ignored women’s unpaid, household-based work, 

focusing on the “workforce of the ‘real’ economy” which women, until the industrial revolution, 

were excluded from. 
6
 Men were expected to support the family financially and leave the wife to 

tend to more ‘female appropriate’ tasks in the home, away from the public sphere.
7
  

The Victorian ideology was predominantly practiced and enforced by the expanding 

industrial middle class who had the means to live according to this Victorian doctrine. Middle class 

women were able to refrain from work in and outside the home because their husbands were most 

often wealthy manufacturers who could support the household on one salary. In contrast, working 
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class families struggled to survive even as wives and children entered the workforce. Middle class 

Victorians were “shock[ed] at the way in which working-class women deviated from the ideal of 

domesticity” and imposed many reforms to restrict women’s work because it was incompatible with 

their ideal of womanhood. 
8
Reforms such as the “Family Wage Reform” and the “Factory Act” 

reflect the patriarchal tradition the middle class. The “Family Wage Reform” forced employers to 

pay men enough to support the family in order to reduce women’s presence in the workplace. The 

Factory Act forbade women and children from working more than 10 hours a day because women, 

unlike men, were seen as weak and in need of protection. These reforms “reinforced gender 

divisions in the workplace by reinforcing women’s subordinate status.” As Dr. Mitchell, a British 

Parliamentary sub-commissioner, argued in 1833: “paying women low wages would encourage 

them to return to hearth and home”, a mind-set typical of the Victorian ideology.
9
 

During the centuries before the industrial revolution, the majority of people lived in rural, 

agricultural communities. Most families lived on small farms on which work and household were 

integrated spheres and all family members worked together for their subsistence: “the center of the 

farm was the household in which [family members] lived and around which work was organized.”
10

 

Census records indicate that tens of thousands of women were categorized as “farmer’s wife”, 

“shoemaker’s wife”, “innkeeper’s wife”, traditional female activities where work-place and home 

coincided.
11

 These records demonstrate the patriarchy of Great Britain’s society by undermining 

women’s important role in the British workforce, noting their occupations only in relation and 

subservience to their husband. By the late 18th and early 19th century, with the birth of the 

industrial revolution, many traditionalist men reminisced of this pre-industrial time, the “golden 

age”; “nostalgia dominat[ed] the male discourse”.
12

 An article the Cornhill Magazine reflects this: 
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“It is quite natural to regret the past, which always is, or seems more picturesque than the present 

[…].”
13

 Oppositely, women saw the past as unappealing, brutal and barbaric, a history of “mind-

numbing labour and painful social inequalities.”
14

 For women, there was never a “golden age”, 

rather capitalism and industrialization gave them hope for a brighter future. Yet, working class 

women’s circumstances of dependency and subservience to their patriarchal society did not 

ameliorate as they hoped; in a short-term perspective, industrialization only further cemented their 

weak, subordinate position to men.  

By the 19th century, as Britain’s industrial revolution progressed, large, mechanized 

industries replaced the small, subsistence farms and family-owned shops, altering the family’s role 

in production. Families were forced off their land to become wage labourers. This caused a 

separation of household and workplace, further devaluing women's unpaid work in the household.
15

  

Former peasants, farmers and shop-keepers migrated to industrial cities where there was a greater 

opportunity for wage labour in the factory. Although working class women did have the chance to 

engage in paid work, industrialization did not emancipate women from their subservient position in 

the Victorian patriarchy.
16

 Rather, “the majority of working women performed jobs with low levels 

of skill and productivity similar to those that had characterized women’s work for centuries”, 

further cementing their inferior position in society.
17

 This was illustrated through the gendered 

distribution of work; although women made up 30% of the labour force, there were very few 

activities that women made up 3 of the 10 workers.
18

 Women were concentrated in 4 main activities 

that accounted for 90% of women’s work: domestic service, personal service, textiles and 

agriculture. Absent from building trades, coal and mineral mines and any employment that required 
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the operation of machinery, there was a clear gendered division of labour (“men’s work” vs 

“women’s work”) during the industrial revolution.  

As agriculture became increasingly mechanized, agricultural work became more gender 

specific. Women were commonly found sowing, weeding and thinning crops, “work which was 

unskilled, labour-intensive and poorly paid.”
19

 To find employment in agriculture, many women 

joined agricultural gangs, headed by a male gang master, under whom they were pushed to “work 

from sunrise in pouring rain or biting frost for less wages than men earned for the same work.”
20

 As 

the use of machinery became widespread, “women’s presence in agricultural became more and 

more rare as industrialization proceeded” because Victorian doctrine determined that machinery 

work better suited to men. There were instances when “women’s work” was transformed into 

“men’s work” when made sufficiently remunerative; “highly paid, skilled work was deemed not 

suitable for women.”
21

 

 Women’s work in agriculture diminished during the industrial revolution leading women to 

look for work elsewhere; namely domestic service. Domestic service employed 2 of every 5 

working women and women made up 85% of the domestic service. The expanding middle class 

employed women to do the “‘useless’ labour which simply freed the wife and daughters of their 

employer from the need to soil their hands in menial labour.”
22

 In accordance with the Victorian 

tradition, domestic work was an “extension of [women’s] traditional household activities.”
23

 

Women’s employment in manufacturing was minute, comprising less than 10% of the 

female workforce. Because men were deemed better-suited to the handling of machines, women 

lost many employment opportunities to the mechanization of the manufacturing industries such as 

spinning and weaving. Women were employed primarily in the basic processes of the 

manufacturing sector which meant “irregular employment, bad working conditions, and low wages” 
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and had no hope of promotion or any other improvement of working situation.

24
  This gendered 

division of labour physically segregated men and women in the factory. All training for high skilled 

(and high paying) employment was restricted from women, forcing them to perform “highly 

differentiated, low skilled, repetitive jobs.”
25

 Instead, men monopolized responsible, supervisory 

positions, reinforcing the Victorian patriarchal hierarchy. The differing wages earned by men and 

women is another facet of the division of labour. Throughout Great Britain, women earned half to 

one-third of what men earned for the same work.
26

 Married women began adopting the “putting 

out” system where employees could be subcontracted by a central agent (e.g. textile company) to 

complete contract work at home. Although this facilitated child rearing and household maintenance, 

the “putting out” system was soon feminized; men avoided this type of work which further 

strengthened patriarchy.
27

 Judging from the adversity women faced in the work force alone, it is 

clear that Victorian society disapproved of women’s presence in the factory (work in the public 

sphere). A member of the British parliament expresses this view: “Amongst other things I saw a 

cotton mill: a sight that froze my blood. The place was full women, young, all of them, some large 

with child.”
28

 

By 1842, reforms prohibited women and children from working in the mines.
29

 In theory, 

the reform was put in place for the protection of women and children from the harsh working 

conditions in the mines and sexual violence from fellow workers. An account from a women mine 

workers tells of the frequency of rape in the workplace: “I have known men to take liberties with 

the drawers and some of the women have bastards.”
30

 These reforms, like the Family Wage Act, 

were based on the assumption that women were the weaker sex that needed protection and therefore 
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supported the Victorian view of male superiority by ruling that the private sphere was the woman’s 

domain. The prohibition of women working in the mines also extinguished men’s competition with 

women’s low wages.  

Great Britain’s industrial revolution gave birth to an industrial capitalist economy whose 

society was organized according to the patriarchal, Victorian ideology. From the identification of 

“women’s work” to differing wages earned by men and women, division of labour characterized the 

industrial era. Patriarchy was revived and strengthened during industrialization through the 

continuation of subservient, marginalizing, traditional work women had done for centuries before 

the industrial revolution. Women’s work in agriculture became gender specific as mechanization 

progressed, leading women to perform low-skill work. In domestic service, women performed 

traditional work stereotypical of their sex: household maintenance and child care. In the 

manufacturing industry, women were segregated from men, employed in menial work, without the 

chance of promotion and earned disproportionately low wages. The Victorian ideology that 

enforced this gendered division of labour was promoted heartily by the middle class through 

reforms that attempted to control and reduce women’s work. Rather than emancipate women from 

their subservient position under men, Great Britain’s industrialization revived Victorian patriarchy 

through the low-skill, low-wage, traditional “women’s work”.  
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“Tea Time: The Imperial Implications of Britain’s Most Popular Beverage”  

 ~Joseph Burton  

 

An observer in late 19th century London would have been hard pressed to discover many 

families who had not engaged in the consumption of tea over the course of their day, or week. 

Indeed, millions of pounds of tea leaves were imported annually to satisfy Briton’s voracious 

appetite for a commodity which was exotic and foreign, but simultaneously symbolic of the 

familial, protestant middle class virtues to which many Victorians aspired. There appeared to  be 

a very real British-ness about the drink. It was a comforting and versatile beverage, popular 

during the spirited political debates of a Glasgow coffee house just as it was at the bedside table 

of a solitary Londoner in the early hours of a cold morning. And yet this was not always the case. 

The first public advertisements for tea did not appear until the mid-seventeenth century, and the 

first coffee house in London was not established until 1652.1 At that time, beer and ale remained 

the drink of the working class, while tea drinking was exclusively the province of the British 

intellectual elite. But by the mid eighteenth century, its consumption began to transcend class 

boundaries with the advent of moderately higher incomes, but more importantly in light of a 

preponderance of illegal imports. Smugglers flooded emerging urban sectors with cheap tea, 

feeding the growing demand among Briton’s who otherwise would not have been able to afford 

it.2 

This growing demand was responded to by a merchant class of tea retailers whose 

advertisements would have lasting implications regarding the nature of empire on the domestic 

front. As tea established itself as a cornerstone of private life for a vast swath of the population, 

therein emerged a market which could be tapped and manipulated even in the most remote 

 

 

1 Roy Moxham, Tea: Addiction, Exploration and Empire, (New York, Carroll & Graf Publishers, 2003), 18.  
2  Moxham, 26; Denys Forrest, Tea For the British: The Social and Economic History of a Famous Trade, 
(London,  Chatto & Windus, 1973), 55.
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locales. A market, that is, for public opinion regarding tea’s point of origin, be it at Chinese ports, 

or Ceylonese and Indian plantations from which British companies derived profits. British 

consumers were regularly faced with images depicting hard working foreigners, orderly tea 

plantations, or tall British ships, which overtly suggested that they, too, could help bring virtues 

of discipline and “civilization” to an otherwise unruly peoples, simply by purchasing tea. 

Intellectuals and writers published entire books on the history of the beverage, and its relevance 

to empire and imperial consciousness. Therein, a cohesive national, and imperial, identity was 

constructed around tea, which coalesced around its production, distribution, and consumption.3 

Later, in the nineteenth century, as more Britons rallied around a policy of anti-slavery and 

“legitimate commerce”, this identity and the sheer popular demand for tea worked to placate 

popular disapproval of unjust plantation regimes. In short, the drink offered a useful method of 

stimulating not only national pride, but acquiescence and tacit approval of imperial expansion.4 

Tea drinking was taken up in London in the latter half of the seventeenth century, almost 

exclusively among the city’s affluent population. Early modern Britain was a complex society, 

and behavioral patterns among elites were often tied to shifting attitudes regarding specific 

material commodities. Public displays of expensive and fashionable consumer goods, often in the 

form of ostentatious banquets or dinners, was integral to elite culture and the maintenance of 

 
 

3 Julie E. Fromer, “Deeply Indebted to the Tea-Plant? Representations of English National Identity in Victorian 
Histories of Tea”, Victorian Literature and Culture 36 (2008): 537-538.; Troy Bickham “Eating the Empire: 
Intersections of Food, Cookery and Imperialism in Eighteenth Century Britain” Past and Present 198 (2008): 81-
82.; John Burnett, Liquid Pleasures: A Social History of Drinks and Modern Britain (London, Routledge, 1999), 
49.:  John Burnett refers to tea as the “national drink of British people of all social classes” as it was bought and 
consumed en masse. 
4 Anandi Ramamurthy, Imperial Persuaders: Images of Africa and Asia in British Advertising, (Manchester, 
Manchester University Press, 2003), 109.; Brad Rose, “The Triumph of Social Control? A Look at Herbert 
Marcuse’s ‘One Dimensional Man’, 25 Years Later”, Berkeley Journal of Sociology 35 (1990): 57. 
 I will be borrowing some of the language which Marcuse used in developing his theory of the ‘One Dimensional 
Man’, specifically regarding commodity fetishism and the implications of that fetishism for building support for 
capital enterprises. 
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status. Exotic Chinese teas, served in fine porcelain pots were among those popular items. Sugar 

was often served with the tea, and this became a decidedly British innovation.5 The price of drink 

ensured that it, like the porcelain, garnered a reputation as a luxury commodity. Until the 

eighteenth century, the British East India Company was importing no more than several thousand 

pounds of tea per year. Although the retail price of the drink rose and fell based on fluctuating 

import levels, during the second half of the seventeenth century it averaged between £1 and £3 

per lb.6 This was much beyond the means of the skilled craftsman or common labourer, who 

would have not made much more than £1 and 40p respectively per week. But low incomes were 

not only to blame. Tremendously high import duties on tea kept its price beyond the majority of 

the population. Even until 1784, the tax on tea sat at an astronomical 119%.7 It was often the case 

among a fickle aristocracy that fashionable items or customs fell into obscurity, supplanted by 

newer or more current trends. Tea drinking, as it happened, proved to outlast the cyclical tastes of 

British high society. 

Into the eighteenth century, and thereafter, the growth in demand for tea would outstrip 

every other western country. In 1721 official BEIC imports stood at 1 291 629 lb., but by 

mid-century that figure had almost quadrupled, to 4 727 992 lb.8 Yet, even these numbers are 

deceptively low, for distribution of tea was much higher still. Indeed, in his study on the 

socioeconomic  impact  of  tea,  Denys  Forrest  suggested  that  “tea  would  seem  an impossibly 

5 The slight rush of adrenaline it stimulated offered some reprieve from the stifling moral restrictions of the era. In 

other words, it offered a measure of “self-indulgence...without incurring marginalization or punishment for breaking 

moral codes.” Woodruff D. Smith, “Complications of the Commonplace: Tea, Sugar, and Imperialism”, The Journal 

of Interdisciplinary History 23 (1992): 265 ; Burnett, 50 
6 In 1678, the BEIC brought in 4713 lb., but in 1685 imports in excess of 12070 lb. arrived on British shores; 
Moxham, 21. 
7  Ibid, 27.  

8  Ibid, 24. 
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expensive beverage for those whose wages were measured in shillings a week. Yet there is ample 

evidence that by [the early to mid-seventeenth century] the use of it was familiar, though still far 

from universal, among the working classes in town and country.” 9 Britons of other social classes 

had been introduced to the beverage by doctors, or con artists selling a bogus product. But a 

thriving smuggling enterprise at this time sold genuine tea at accommodating prices. Indeed, 

there was a great deal of money to be made in illegal tea, and the growth in sophistication and 

force of arms among smugglers can shed light on just how appreciated their business was in 

Britain.10 

Earlier in the eighteenth century, it was most often the case that four or five illegal traders 

stowed their contraband away in small cutters or even row boats (never in large quantities), and 

discreetly carried it ashore. But half a century later, 300 ton vessels, armed with twenty-four 

guns and manned by a crew of eighty could be spotted along the English Channel. These ships 

would be carrying as much as 40 000 to 50 000 lb. of tea.11 Although it is difficult to identify 

precise figures, by subtracting continental consumption from total tea imports from China to 

Europe, it has been suggested that as much as seven and a half million pounds of illegally 

imported tea was flooding into Britain every year.12 Naturally, the BEIC decried the practice for 

its drain on revenue and business. Powerful lobbying groups urged Prime Minister William  Pitt 

to devise a solution and restore the East India Company’s monopoly. This he provided in 1784 in 

the form of the Commutation Act, which slashed duties on tea from 119% to 12%, thereby 

 
 

9 Forrest, 55. 

10 Moxham, 25. 

11Ibid, 26.  
12 Ibid, 27.  
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reducing the price of the commodity and effectively undercutting smugglers’ revenue.13  Indeed, 

it got the job done. In the ten years prior to the Act, BEIC imports totaled 54 506 144 lb. In the 

ten years after, that number skyrocketed to 228 826 616 lb.14 

Thus, by the first decade of the nineteenth century, official BEIC tea, primarily imported 

from China, was made accessible to the breadth of the population. No longer did socio-economic 

status or locality pose a substantive issue and tea had, in effect, transcended class boundaries.15 

Lower income families on average allocated 10% of their household budget to tea and sugar, 

usually purchasing 1.5 to 2 lb. per head a year. Higher income families purchased almost 3 lb. 

per head a year, and most often of a better grade. Although consumption was higher in urban 

areas, efficient, domestic trading networks ensured that even the most remote households were 

afforded access to tea.16 In an essay cleverly entitled “Eating the Empire,” Troy Bickham has 

argued that “a miner’s wife in Scotland had almost as much access to these imperial products as 

the nobleman living in London.”17 The portability of the commodity lent itself to easy 

transportation, and so retailers had few qualms over selling in remote locations. In the first 

decades of the nineteenth century, over 62 000 licensed retailers sold the drink nationwide, and 

most of these retailers offered a liberal and regular system of credit. This helped to alleviate 

 

 

 
 

13 Pitt compensated for the loss in revenue by increasing the “windows” tax, which charged homeowners based 
on the number of windows in their homes; Hoh- Cheung and Lorna H. Mui, “William Pitt and the Enforcement of 
the Commutation Act, 1784-1788”, The English Historical Review 76 (1961): 448. 
14 Moxham, 28.  

15 That is, except for those living in abject poverty, of whom there were still tragically many. 
16Tea consumption also rose as more Briton’s flocked to industrial sectors. By 1850, 40% of Britons were living in 
urban areas. J.R Ward, “The Industrial Revolution and British Imperialism, 1750-1850”, The Economic History 
Review 47 (1994): 53-54. 
17 Bickham, 74.  
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whatever financial burden remained in the wake of the Commutation Act. Debts of £3 were 

common, and artisans and laborers in particular took full advantage.18 

Given this high demand for tea and other colonial products, markets and coffee shops 

were often bustling; thousands of people would have visited nearby retailers every day to buy 

tea, and naturally became familiar with many company advertisements. The “King of Hot 

Beverages” dominated ads in shops across Britain, more so than any other commodity. A typical 

shopkeeper could purchase 500 to 1000 individual trade cards of various sizes for fifteen 

shillings, complete with copperplate images to display their wares.19 These cards would have 

served retailers in similar fashion to billboards or television ads which today are staple modes of 

expression for entrepreneurs, with minimal text and large pictures to spark desire and want. 

Direct company promotion could be found on or near the product themselves, or else in the form 

of postcards or in magazines and newspapers. This vast consumer base would have been exposed 

daily to images of the stereotypical “Chinaman”; pigtailed and elaborately dressed, and observed 

packing or transporting tea amidst a backdrop of tall, elegant British warships. Others often 

displayed a typically large, white official barking orders to several hardworking and obedient 

Indian dockworkers, once again, before a display of British Naval supremacy. Images such as 

these were very popular as far back as the 1780s, through to the next half century, although it is 

difficult to precisely identify shifts in trends. Similar themes could be found in much later 

advertisements. Indeed, perhaps among the most famous tea advertisements was a 1894 United 

Tea Company (UTC) promotion in the Graphic magazine. Adorned in Roman Regalia, Britannia 

 

 
 

18  Bickham, 74, 77. 

19  Ibid, 84-88. 
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sat gracefully atop UTC crates in the foreground, while figures representing China, India, 

Ceylon, and Java anxiously approached carrying crates of their own.20 

The implications of these advertisements were very suggestive. Tea drinking, it appeared, 

coalesced around an inherent British national identity and sense of moral imperative. This was 

especially true after the mid nineteenth century when Britain shifted its primary export hub from 

China to its colonies in India and Ceylon (modern day Sri Lanka).21 Production of the tea leaf in 

Britain’s colonies, or else bending China to the will of the empire, would, the ads suggested, help 

to “civilize” local populations by inculcating them with the classical liberal ethos of hard work 

and legitimate commerce. The drink not only soothed the body and fostered Victorian virtues like 

moderation and temperance (so medical professionals touted) but it also helped the material and 

moral wellbeing of the empire.22 Indeed, the purchase and consumption of tea was implicitly 

suggested to be a veritable civic duty, one in which every Briton, rich or poor, could participate. 

The British tall ship, long an object of national pride, could effectively transport the precious 

cargo to the ports where it would be efficiently dispersed throughout Britain; “From the Tea 

Gardens to the Tea Pot” as one Lipton advertisement read.23 The domestic sphere was 

intrinsically linked to the frontier, and thus the vision of a family congregating around the table 

for “tea time” was projected outwards to become a marker of public service; with every purchase 

the empire grew stronger, thus as men, women, and children drank their tea, they were doing 

their  small  part  to  help  Britain.  The “civilizing  mission”  was  a  fundamental  component of 

20  Bickham , 88.; Ramamurthy, 101. 
21 Cultivation of tea in Assam began during the 1830s and in 1839 the first shipment of Indian grown tea was 
auctioned off at a London tea market; Ramamurthy, 96/ 
22 Fromer, 533. 
23 “Lipton’s Teas: Proclaimed Victorious Over All Others” Lipton Magazine Advert, from “The Advertising 
Archives”. http://www.advertisingarchives.co.uk/detail/18403/1/Magazine-Advert/Lipton's/1890s 

http://www.advertisingarchives.co.uk/detail/18403/1/Magazine-Advert/Lipton%27s/1890s
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expansionist rhetoric, and so these tea advertisements were tapping into wider imperial 

initiatives, while also touting its medicinal qualities for Briton’s themselves.24 

However, although tea production and consumption could “civilize” local colonial 

populations, and in some measure link them with the British body politic, advertisements in the 

metropole were usually careful to maintain the distinction between Europeans, and Indian or 

Ceylonese planters. Images depicting the East and West were scarce to be found (that is, outside 

of colonial officials or personnel), and a measure of exoticism was always present in depictions 

of “foreign” peoples; thick jungles, religious temples, or highly sexualized women were popular. 

Thus, while enforcing a national tea identity, there was little semblance of shared tea experience 

between colony and colonizer in light of the overt racial distinctions advertised by retailers. It 

would seem that indigenous populations in Asia (in India particularly) were perpetually on the 

cusp of civilization, always within measurable distance of reaching something which could be 

called European enlightenment, and yet always still far behind. In this way, the “mission” could 

always be justified.25 

A parallel trend was emerging in public and academic discourse which also cited tea as a 

source of national identification. Julie E. Fromer has complied selections of “tea-histories” which 

arose during the nineteenth century, which is very helpful in tracking this ideological current. An 

early example which she cites is Tsiology, an 1827 history which discussed tea as an enriching 

commodity. With every purchase, the author suggested, English tea-drinkers were contributing to 

the continued success of the empire. The term [i.e “empire”] was not, therefore, a distant 

abstraction, but was manifest in the real experience of the British citizen. Another tea-history was 

 

24 Fromer , 534. 

25 Ramamurthy, 95. 
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a work by Robert Fortune, who in the mid-nineteenth century was sent to China to study tea 

plantations and acquire knowledge on cultivation methods for Britain’s own growing tea industry 

in India. In the subsequent record of his travels, Journey to the Tea Countries of China (1853), 

Fortune recognized that “[i]n these days...tea has become almost a necessity of life in England,” 

and thus to produce tea in Assam would be to the material benefit of Britons and Indians. As part 

of the empire, India was a much more lucrative export hub for tea, but the economic prosperity it 

would bring to the local population, Fortune believed, would help to “civilize” a formerly 

impoverished and supposedly financially inept people.26 

Finally, Samuel Day published a book in 1875 entitled Tea: Its Mystery and History. Day 

highlighted the relevance of tea to the “English Constitution” and the State. During this time it 

was widely held that one’s character and mannerisms were deeply influenced by the surrounding 

environment. In the case of England, Day suggested that tea nourished the temperate virtues 

which British men and women had acquired living in the moderate climes of northern Europe. 

Although tea had not originated with a English environment, it had become naturalized as 

“British” because of its value as an imperial commodity. Indeed, Day suggested that tea had 

become very much a necessity to many Britons, and its absence would be regarded as a 

deprivation. Fromer suggests that tea “reflected a new hierarchy of quotidian priorities and a new 

sense of Englishness.”27 Indeed, if the international tea trade came to a sudden halt, a hollow gap 

in British self-identification would have sprung open, to say nothing of symptoms of withdrawal. 

Of course not every British citizen was caught up in the imperial imperative surrounding 

tea, nor did everyone consume it wholly because they could afford to. Some Britons lamented 

 

26 Ibid, 538.  

27 Ibid.  
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this tea-fetishism, but their public outcry highlights just how important tea was for many people. 

In 1873, a poem was published in the April 26th edition of Punch Magazine, entitled “The Tea 

Table Tragedy.”28 The piece depicted an overtly posh aristocratic couple’s insatiable desire for 

tea, who scoured local ports for new and exotic specimens. Indeed, their lives were consumed by 

their addiction: “Nay, not one moment wasting/ the more to pleasure thee/ with each footstep 

hasting/ At sunrise to the sea/ I fell at once a tasting/ each fresh imported tea.” The gentleman, in 

his search, happened to hear of Hyson tea from a Captain recently returned from China. Hyson 

was touted as the very finest green tea. Naturally, the gentleman was willing to pay anything to 

have a taste, and without hesitation offered up one thousand pounds at the Captain’s request. 

This, for “several wagons filling with Hyson tea.” The couple proceeded to drink exorbitant 

quantities of it and after a short while the Lady grew delirious, and began to hallucinate: 

Until at last my Miriam 

From her tenth cup of  tea 

Upstarting from delirium 
Extremely suddenly - 

In Dreadful D. Tea- lirium 

Addressed herself to me: 

 

“Behold the Green-tea Devil! 

As green as green can be, 

Is leading up his revel 

Across your cup of tea 

Beware! or he will bevil 

Your nose against against your knee!”29 

 
The author was evidently frustrated with what they regarded as an obsession, and with the 

resources spent on feeding that addiction. It is also likely the author was addressing the perceived 

“corrupting” influence of “foreign” cultural diffusion. In the second verse, the gentleman proudly 

 
 

28 “The Tea Table Tragedy” Punch, or The London Charivari Vol. LXIV (April 26 1873), 170-171 

29 “The Tea Table Tragedy” Punch, or The London Charivari Vol. LXIV (April 26 1873). 171 
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exclaims he “never boozed Sweet ale, or bitter bree/ My brains I ne’er abused with hollands or 

whiskey.” Ale, gin, and whiskey were regarded as part of British domestic culture long before 

tea, and the author is lamenting their usurpation at the hands of a decidedly un-British drink, and 

the tea shoppers pay for their disloyalty.30 Citing its potential health defects, the posh characters 

refrain from boozing, but become ill all the same. That this writer so vehemently feared tea’s 

capacity to supplant more historic and quintessentially “British” icons just shows how “British” 

drinking tea had become. 

While tea merchants could not deflect every criticism, they nonetheless responded to 

concerns about working conditions in their establishments. Into the latter nineteenth century, tea 

advertisements more overtly stressed the orderliness of Assam and Ceylon tea plantations.31 

Lipton was particularly effective in this regard during the 1890s. Their images depicted serene, 

almost welcoming environments characterized by neat and orderly rows of healthy indentured 

workers. Buildings marked with a large “Lipton” sign flanked the workers while contemplative 

European overseas looked on, and (as usual) mighty British vessels awaited the product which 

was to be shipped back to Britain. These later ads reaffirmed European modes of “civilizing” by 

demonstrating, in the most literal sense, that British tea planters had fashioned uniformity out of 

chaos. As Anandi Ramamurthy has suggested, this “presented the plantations as an ordered world 

in which there was no conflict.”32  It would have appeared to the consumer that very little in the 

 
 

 

30  Moxham, 30-32.; “The Tea Table Tragedy”,170. 
31 After Britain abolished slavery in its Empire in 1833, the government made a concerted effort to undercut 
vestiges of the slave trade which persisted around the world. Ships patrolled the oceans with the express purpose of 
intercepting slave ships, and freeing those on board. British influence in Africa, moreover, was deeply influenced by 
humanitarian rhetoric and notions of free trade; Bronwen Everill, “Bridgeheads of Empire? Liberated African 
Missionaries in West Africa”, Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History 40 (2012): 789-792. 
32  Ramamurthy, 109. 
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way of exploitive working conditions occurred under Lipton’s watch. The Company was thus 

tapping into the national identity which coalesced around tea. But this aura of benevolence 

necessarily obscured the real hardship of the plantations and tended to placate any misgivings 

Briton’s were developing regarding the process of resource cultivation and extraction. The reality 

of course was that laborers toiled for long hours for insufficient pay, and many immigrants who 

arrived to work as indentured servants became mired in debt and serfdom.33 Many, quite literally, 

worked themselves to death. 

But, once again, it would be too simple to suggest that consumers were totally fooled by 

the company’s manipulative advertising campaign. Protest within Britain brought issues 

surrounding tea production into the public light, and made known to many customers. The 

Aboriginal Protection Society and the British Indian Association both criticized the poor labour 

conditions on the tea plantations during the 1880s and 1890s, and a publication in the Madras 

Mail on September 11, 1890, brought issues surrounding regular and arbitrary punishment to the 

fore.34 The reality simply was that tea drinking had become a necessity, and an important custom 

of all social classes. While some very much identified with the British East India Company, or 

with a sense of duty regarding the “civilizing mission”, others very likely were happy just to 

satisfy their want and desire, and perhaps only superficially adhered to a sense of “British-ness.” 

In either case, tea companies not only sold the product which became dispersed to many people, 

but in return bought the tacit acceptance of the economic practice which provided it to them, 

 

 

 

 
 

33 Roland Wenzlhuemer,“Indian Labour Immigration and British Labour Policy in Nineteenth-Century Ceylon”, 
Modern Asian Studies 41 (2007): 589. 
34 Ramamurthy, 109. 
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unjust or otherwise. Indeed, tea retailers were very much selling empire and tea.35 One could not 

exist without the other, thus rendering it very difficult to undermine imperial expansion within 

the metropole, precisely because that expansion become grafted to an object of high demand and 

national significance. 

Over the course of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries tea was transformed from the 

object of luxury and British high society, to perhaps the most common and identified beverage in 

the empire.36 Our nineteenth century observer could have found it in the homes of moderately 

poor working class families and the richest aristocrats, or could have purchased it from most 

locations on the island. It is often the case, even today, that popular material goods are readily 

taken up by consumers with little regard for their point of origin, or else accepted with 

contemplative indifference. Tea represents a particularly unique commodity. Its sheer dispersion 

and use (in the British style, with sugar) meant that it could be easily identified with as a source 

of national identity. Its consumption was not only encourage but affixed to imperial pride as a 

source of domestic participation in empire. Of course other commodities were marketed in 

similar fashion, but none so strongly or overtly as tea. “Tea-time” remains an important social 

custom today, and the drink’s association with Great Britain is regarded with affection and often 

without thought or contemplation. Little acknowledged are the imperial origins of this 

association, rooted as they were in Orientalist conceptions of the “other” and furthermore 

manufactured to cultivate support for subjugation and expansion. 

 

 

 

 
 

35 Rose, 57; It is here that I am most explicitly drawing on the language of Herbert Marcuse. 

36  Goutam K. Sarkar, The World Tea Economy, (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1972),  3.  
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“The Evolution of British Public Administration in India Following the Indian Army Mutiny, 1858-75”  

 ~Weston McArthur  

 

 

 

The Indian Army Mutiny of 1857-8 was an important event that profoundly altered the course of 

British public administration within India for the second half of the 19th century. Rooted in the Bengali 

Army, the mutiny that began in 1857 and lasted through to June 1858 ultimately undermined the authority 

of the British East India Company (BEIC) that had effectively ruled India.
1
 The British government 

concluded, upon analyzing the causes of the Indian Revolt of 1857-8, that India had firmly rejected 

British liberal policies such as peasant resettlement, and instead adhered to staunchly conservative values, 

as reflected in India’s traditional social hierarchy.
2
 Consequently, the British had to reform their public 

administration within India following the mutiny to reaffirm their control, while appealing to the 

supposedly conservative nature of Indian society. The quest for security amidst a precarious environment 

determined the evolution of British public administration within India from 1858 to 1875. Altogether, 

during this period the British were mostly successful in tightening their control over civilian and military 

administration while striking a delicate balance with the Indian aristocracy, by detaching themselves from 

local level agricultural public administration within the provinces of India. 

The causes of the Indian Army Mutiny in 1857 included weapons distribution within the Indian 

Army,
3
 British agricultural policies,

4
 and the Doctrine of Lapse,

5
 whereby the BEIC annexed an Indian 

state when its ruler died and he had no heir. Indeed, military issues were at the forefront of the causes of 

the Mutiny of 1857. Specifically, the Bengali Army revolted because the BEIC issued Enfield rifles, 

                                                 
1
 Irfan Habib, “The Coming of 1857,” Social Scientist vol. 15, no. 1 (1998), 6. 

2
 Thomas Metcalf, “The Influence of the Mutiny of 1857 on Land Policy in India”, The Historical Journal vol. 4, no. 2 (1961), 

155.  
3
 Habib, “The Coming of 1857,” 8. 

4
 Ibid, 9-10. 

5
 Belkacern Belmekki, “A Wind of Change: The New British Colonial Policy in Post-Revolt India,” Atlantis vol. 30, no. 2 

(2008), 118. 
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whose cartridges were greased with beef and pork.
6
 Beef and pork are considered very offensive to 

Hindus and Muslims respectively, and therefore whole regiments within the Bengali Army started to 

refuse the cartridge issued to them.
7
 Due to this offense, those regiments also began to mutiny and 

eventually revolted against their British officers.
8
 Second, the system of promotions was also a source of 

discontent within the Bengali Army, as the army promotion system was based on seniority, not 

experience.
9
 Moreover, the regimental organization of the Bengali Army was another crucial factor which 

hastened the coming of revolt. Regiments within the Bengali Army were formed on the basis of where the 

soldiers lived, whereby soldiers were paired together with those from the same province.
10

 Accordingly, a 

cohesive mindset developed within each of the regiments, as the British noted.
11

 

However, Indian discontent with the BEIC went far beyond the policies and public administration 

of the Indian and Bengali Armies. For instance, the British land policy of peasant resettlement displaced a 

number of the Indian landed aristocracy from their estates, whereby the British took land from the 

aristocracy and gave it to the poor peasant farmers.
12

 Thereupon, the British caused widespread disruption 

of the traditional social hierarchy of Indian society, as a result of the agricultural policy and public 

administration initiative of peasant resettlement.
13

 An example of the conservative nature of the rebellion 

was suggested when “the first mutineers ran to Delhi to seek out leaders among the last descendants of 

the Mogul Emperor.”
14

 Furthermore, the peasants openly sided with and submitted themselves to the 

landed aristocracy when the latter rebelled against the British in the Oudh province.
15

 The Doctrine of 
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Lapse contributed to the growth of unrest amongst a few Indian Princes, which helped the coming of 

revolt in 1857.
16

 However, most of the princes remained very loyal to the British.
17

 Consequently, the 

British began to realize who their allies were within India. The Indian Army rebellion, though eventually 

defeated, left a profound impact on British policy makers, as they now believed that Indian society was 

fundamentally conservative.
18

 This mentality had a powerful influence on the subsequent development of 

British public administration within India. 

Queen Victoria’s proclamation on the implementation of direct British rule within India in 1858 

set the tone of the policies that would be enacted by the British following the uprising, which would 

influence the development of British public administration within India for decades to come. Queen 

Victoria’s proclamation on India in 1858 was the result of Britain’s new mentality that India was a strictly 

conservative society. She announced that the territory of the India Princes made “under the authority of 

the British East India Company are by us accepted, and will be scrupulously maintained.”
19

 She also 

declared that the British would never put any western societal or religious pressures on Indian society.
20

 

This was no doubt a reaction to what the British thought was the conservative nature of the revolt of 

1857. Victoria also pledged that the British would protect the land of the aristocracy,
21

 thereby ending the 

policy of land confiscation and peasant resettlement throughout India. The monarch also showed 

undeniable restraint throughout her speech, as for example, when she states that, “to all other arms against 

the government, we hereby promise unconditional pardon… on their return to their homes and peaceful 

pursuits.”
22

 Queen Victoria’s quote clearly displays that the British perceived that they would have to 

make alliances with certain portions of Indian society, as the British could not rule India at gunpoint. 
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Though not specifically mentioned by Victoria, the restructuring of the Indian Army became one of the 

most drastic and successful alterations in British public administration within India following the mutiny 

of 1857. 

The reorganization of the Indian Army was one of the biggest changes in British public 

administration within India following the Indian Army Mutiny. Before 1857 the Indian Army was divided 

up into three armies, with each representing one of the Presidencies of India: Bengal, Madras, and 

Bombay.
23

 It should be noted that the Bengali Army was the largest amongst the three,
24

 and as already 

explained, was the focal point of the mutiny.
25

 As a result of the Sepoy Rebellion, the British heavily 

tightened their control around the public administration of the Indian Army through a series of sweeping 

reforms recommended by the Peeling Commission of 1858.
26

 Interestingly, the British actually 

maintained the three-army system put in place by the BEIC.
27

 However, a high ranking British officer, 

simply known as the Commander-in-chief of India, was in direct command of the Bengali Army, while 

simultaneously exercising administrative control over the Madras and Bombay Armies.
28

 This new, more 

centralized system of command was very successful and remained in place until the 1890s.
29

 In addition, 

the British government increased the ratio of British soldiers to the number of Indian soldiers within the 

Indian Army. On the eve of the mutiny, that ratio had been one to nine British to Indian soldiers.
30

 The 

Peeling Commission strongly contended that the proportion of British to Indian soldiers should be no 

greater than one to three.
31

 Therefore, the British permanently set the number of British to Indian soldiers 

at no less than one to three, and this policy remained in place well into the 1930s.
32

 Regarding the Indian 
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Princes, the British allowed these independent Indian states to maintain their own armies, so long as a 

British Resident was present to advise that particular states army.
33

 While this does not directly deal with 

the public administration of the Indian Army, the British sought to expand their influence over the 

Princely states’ armies. Furthermore, to keep track of the vast number of Indian military units the British 

implemented a numbering system for all of the Indian Army regiments.
34

 

The British also enacted changes to the equipment of their Indian forces. Regarding small arms, 

“after the mutiny, the Indian soldiers were issued an improved weapon only after the British had 

discarded it in exchange for a better one.”
35

 Moreover, to control the firepower of the Indian Army, the 

British disbanded all Indian artillery units and replaced them with British ones.
36

 Altogether, these were 

significant changes in the structure and provisioning of the Indian Army, which endured until the First 

World War.
37

  

However, the biggest change in Britain’s public administration of the Indian Army, were the 

changes that occurred in the recruiting and the regimental organization system. Of course, the new 

recruitment system was heavily influenced by the Indian Army Mutiny.
38

 Since the Bengali Army was the 

main portion of the Indian Army that revolted against the British in 1857, the new Government of India 

declared that no “single race or class” would dominant the Indian Army again.
39

 This policy was further 

subsidized by a shift in recruiting to the more “martial races” of India.
40

 Reflecting the cultural outlook of 

the time, the British argued that certain groups within Indian society were better soldiers than others; for 

example, they argued that the Bengali soldiers were easily seduced by their educated officers preaching 
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about Hindu scripture, hence they argued was one of the principal causes of the rebellion.
41

 This new 

recruitment policy functioned in tandem with the new regimental organization system. “Divide and rule” 

was Britain’s new administrative policy of regimental organization,
42

 whereby Indians of different 

nationalities and castes served together in the same regiment, creating “mixed regiments.”
43

 The success 

of the “divide and rule” administrative policy is hard to gauge because the Government of India phased it 

out in 1879, as they did not have enough men from certain castes to fill regiments.
44

 Nevertheless, it was 

a radical alteration of the administration of the Indian Army during the post-mutiny period from 1858 to 

1875. The British had intentionally mixed Indian populations in an attempt to prevent the unity that 

seemed evidence in the 1857 Rebellion.. Altogether, Britain’s reforms to the public administration of 

Indian Army resulted in them having a tight control over all aspects of this significant force.  

While the various changes to the Indian Army were of profound significant, important alterations 

to the political system of India were also a crucial element of British strategy for stabilizing their imperial 

presence. The British government formally abolished the British East India Company and asserted direct 

governance by the crown, creating the Government of India in 1858.
45

 Direct rule by the British brought a 

host of changes to the public administration of the Government of India. For example, the Government of 

India Act of 1858 created the Secretary of State for India, whose job was to oversee British rule in India, 

being accountable to the British Parliament.
46

 In addition, the former Governor-General of India based in 

Calcutta, who had effectively ruled British territories in India under the BEIC now became the Viceroy of 

India, performing the same job.
47

 The Viceroy of India became so important, that only the most senior 
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British politicians were given the job by the end of the 19th century.
48

 Regarding the civil service, the 

British half-heartedly affirmed that they would not discriminate again Indians when it came to 

employment, but this principle of equal opportunity with regards to employment was not executed in 

practice. For an Indian to be admitted into the civil service they had to take an examination in London, 

but most Indians did not have the money for the journey.
49

 The only class who would have had a chance 

at passing the examination were the “English-educated Bengalis.”
50

 However, Bengal was the main state 

that revolted against the British in 1857, so candidates from there tended to be regarded with suspicion.
51

 

In all, Indian entrance into the civil service was structured in such a way that it reflected a British fear of 

rising Indian influence..
52

 The British realized that if Indians attained the highest ranks within the civil 

service, then British rule over India would effectively cease to exist.
53

 The result was a deliberately 

restrictive admissions policy aimed at excluding Indians. 

The same mentality was reflected in the Indian Councils Act of 1861, which established 

legislative and executive councils for India.
54

 The executive council was an inner body of the five highest 

ranking British officials within India, serving as the advisors to the Viceroy.
55

 The legislative council 

comprised of twelve hand-picked nominees, which included two Indians, for the first time.
56

 However, 

the legislative council had no real power, acting only in a consultative role to the Government of India.
57

 

Indeed, one scholar concluded that “the British were implicitly determined… to keep the upper hand in 

the matter.”
58

 The British also significantly overhauled the legal system of Indian by implementing a 

uniform legal system throughout the territory, which greatly improved simplicity, transparency, and 

                                                 
48

 Ibid. 
49

 Metcalf, The Aftermath of Revolt, 274. 
50

 Metcalf, The Aftermath of Revolt, 278. 
51

 Ibid, 278-9. 
52

 Ibid, 279. 
53

 Ibid. 
54

 Belmekki, “The Wind of Change”, 121. 
55

 Ibid. 
56

 Ibid. 
57

 Ibid. 
58

 Ibid. 



TimePieces Vol. 16 

49  

 

equality before the law.
59

 On the other hand, to ensure their security within India the British also 

implemented the Indian Police Act of 1861, which created a singular and uniform police service for the 

entire Indian subcontinent.
60

 The police superintendent of each district in India was British,
61

 thus the 

British maintained total control over the force. Clearly, the post-rebellion reforms were directed at 

concentrating power in British hands, even as they provided a more uniform administrative system.  

However, the British could not rule India by force, and consequently had to make allies within 

Indian society to ensure their legitimacy. Britain’s new relationship with the Indian Princes and 

aristocracy following the Indian Army Mutiny displayed the British conviction that Indian society was 

fundamentally conservative. Regarding the Indian Princes, the biggest shift in policy was the 

abandonment of the Doctrine of Lapse instituted by Lord Dalhousie of the British East India Company 

during the 1850s.
62

 Consequently, Britain never ruled more than what they annexed from the British East 

India Company during the whole history of their direct governance of India, though this was admittedly a 

huge area which covered 822,000 square miles.
63

 The reason for this policy shift was that the British 

realized that they could “rule more firmly in Indian than ever before,”
64

 as the Indian Princes had been 

almost unanimously loyal to the British during the mutiny of 1857, with only a handful rebelling.
65

 

Moreover, the approval of Indian Princes added to the legitimacy of British rule in India, since it was seen 

as having the approval of the traditional leaders of Indian society.
66

 Consequently, Britain’s new policy of 

non-intervention in the affair of the Indian Princes had a major impact on the evolution of their public 

administration within India, as London had effectively limited the expansion of their direct rule in India.  
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But even within territories under direct British rule the interests of the Indian aristocracy were of 

profound importance, as they were also perceived as the traditional leaders of Indian society,
67

 and some 

had taken part in the rebellion against the British in 1857.
68

 Following the mutiny, the British decided that 

they would have to deal with the traditional leaders of the Indian society in a more conciliatory fashion.
69

 

One scholar described that “the Indian Great Revolt also made the British realize how influential… the 

land gentry, were among their communities. Thus an effort was made to conciliate them.”
70

 But these 

efforts at compromise carried a price, in the form of the attenuation of British public administration. In 

fact, Britain’s new relationship with the Indian aristocracy was directly related to the shift in British 

municipal level agricultural administration, which reflected an acute shift in British public administration 

within India during the post-munity period. The British realized that if they wanted to strengthen their 

control over India they needed the support of the influential classes of Indian society, notably the Indian 

Princes and aristocracy.
71

 Accordingly, the British were willing to overlook the potential abuses by the 

aristocracy to maintain their dominance in India.
72

  

The restructuring of British rule in India in a way that tended to favour  traditional elites had an 

especially significant impact upon The importance of the land in India cannot be overstated as the 

Government of India, especially under the BEIC, traditionally acquired most of its profits from the land.
73

 

Furthermore, municipal level agricultural policy thoroughly influenced the structure of Indian society,
74

 

which the British had disrupted through their previous policies. Before the mutiny, British administration 

of municipal level agriculture in India focused on enhancing the social standing of peasants by freeing 
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them in relation to their traditional aristocratic rulers.
75

 Indeed, as already stated, this was one of the 

principal causes of the revolt of 1857.
76

 

After the Indian Revolt of 1857, when the British realized the importance of the local aristocracy 

to their rule in India, they heavily altered their municipal level agricultural public administration.
77

 Most 

importantly, the British gave absolute power to the Indian aristocracy over their estates, and bailed out 

any member of the aristocracy bankrupted by the turmoil of 1857.
78

 British administrators continued to 

adopt this conciliatory approach towards the landlord class during the 1860s.
79

 In addition, the British 

terminated their previous policy of permanent land settlement, whereby Indian peasants would 

permanently be given their land, as a means to bind the aristocracy to the Government of India.
80

 The 

policy of permanent land settlement was popular among some British politicians, however, the Viceroy of 

India, Lord Canning, argued that it was a necessity to have the Indian aristocracy, who held a more 

natural influence over Indian society, on Britain’s side.
81

 Accordingly, the lasting significance of Britain’s 

decentralization of municipal level agricultural public administration within India following the mutiny of 

1857 cannot be overstated. The British effectively eliminated their public administration at the municipal 

level to further the goal of allying with the Indian aristocracy. In fact, this was arguably Britain’s most 

successful reform of their public administration during the post-mutiny period, as the Indian aristocracy 

sided with the British against the Indian nationalist movement during the later 19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries.
82

 

British public administration within India changed considerably following the Indian Army 

Mutiny of 1857, as the British asserted dominance over the Government of India and the Indian Army, 

while compromising with the Indian Princes and aristocracy to gain their consent and support. Indeed, the 
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British successfully reformed the public administration of the Government of India, even as they asserted 

authority over Indian politics. They did make some compromises with the Indian populace, through legal 

and, albeit minor, civil service reform. Regarding the Indian Army, reforms to the public administration 

allowed the British to have full control over all aspects of the Indian Army during the post-mutiny period. 

Aside from the “mixed regiments” organizational system, all other British reforms achieved their desired 

outcome. Equally important, Britain’s new relationship with the traditional leaders of Indian society, the 

Indian Princes and aristocracy, was a compromise which heavily curbed their public administration 

within India. The British effectively became removed from municipal level agricultural administration, 

leaving the job to the Indian aristocracy and ceasing efforts to reform the status of the peasantry.
83

 This 

reform derived from the British perception that Indian society was fundamentally conservative, attached 

to its traditional leaders.
84

 The British topped off their reforms to their public administration within India, 

by proclaiming Queen Victoria as Empress of India in 1876.
85

 Altogether, the evolution of British public 

administration within India following the mutiny demonstrates that the British were deeply concerned 

about their weakened position in India, and allowed their polices to be guided by their changed perception 

of Indian society following the Revolt of 1857-8. 
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“The Great Uprising of 1857: An Unsuccessful War of Indian Independence”  

 ~Samantha Thompson  

 

 

During the second half of the eighteenth century, the relationship between the sepoys and the East 

India Company was one of mutual benefit. The Company relied on the service of the Indian soldiers to 

assist the transformation of their company from a group of merchants to a powerful governing body, 

while the sepoys were rewarded with stable employment.
1
 Nevertheless, by the early nineteenth century 

the Indian soldiers began to resent their all-powerful employers and in the spring of 1857 the Indian 

Mutiny officially commenced. Many factors contributed to the social and political unrest in India, 

however, the most notable was the introduction of a drill for loading cartridges into the new Enfield rifles 

that was greased with pig and cow fat.
2
 Despite the sepoys’ efforts to resist colonial authority, they were 

ultimately incapable of transforming themselves into an independent fighting force strong enough to 

overthrow the British. This meant that the 1857 Rebellion was not a thoroughly organized movement; it 

lacked efficient leadership, support, and resources. Thus, British victory stemmed from the inability of the 

sepoys to organize and co-ordinate a successful resistance group.   

 The sudden and unexpected rising of the sepoys had given the rebels an advantage over the 

British. On May 10, 1857, the majority of British officers at the Meerut cantonment were preparing to 

attend church when the Indian troops rose up against them.
3
 Thirty-one Europeans, including women and 

children, were killed.
4
 The mutinous sepoys rode overnight to the city of Delhi, where the 54

th
 Bengal 

Native Infantry confronted them. The sepoys of the 54
th

 Infantry murdered their officers, and both 
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regiments entered Delhi together.
5
 By the summer of 1857, British troops were outnumbered more than 

seven to one and the situation at Delhi seemed to be at a standstill.
6
 However, the rebels’ stable position 

within the city of Delhi began to slowly diminish, as the British military grew stronger throughout the 

rebellion.  

One of the most important causes of failure during the sepoy mutiny was the lack of a common 

goal among the insurgents. Many of the rebels felt dominated by the East India Company and wished to 

expel the colonial power from the subcontinent. However, apart from the mutual hatred toward British 

rule, there was no consensus among the rebels.
7
 More importantly, there was a lack of efficient leadership 

among the sepoys.  Despite the numerous efforts to organize the sepoys, the rebel leaders were ultimately 

unable to formulate a clear strategy on how to defeat the British.
8
 Many of the leaders held different 

motives. Thus, the rebels collectively fell back upon consolidating their grip on Delhi by default.
9
 John 

Lawrence, a prominent British Imperial statesman, confessed: “had a single leader of ability arisen among 

them [the rebels], we must have been lost beyond redemption.”
10

 Therefore, provided that the rebel 

leadership had been more effective, perhaps the insurgents would have had a chance at success. 

 Rosie Llewellyn-Jones observes that “there was both a lack of leadership and too many leaders” 

throughout the Indian Mutiny of 1857.
11

 The Indian rebels were not under one single command. The 82-

year-old Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah II, was widely recognized as a rebel icon of the Delhi region, 

which explains the significance of the rebels’ impulsive decision to  
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travel to the city of Delhi.
12

 However, the emperor was old, exhausted and lacked the means to stimulate 

mass support. Sanjay Yadav argues that both Bahadur Shah and Nana Sahib (the rebel leader of Kanpur) 

proved to be incompetent political leaders; “they failed to put together a viable coalition, failed to inspire 

the population with a clear national programme, and failed to coordinate their military activities.”
13

 

Further, as the rebellion progressed Bahadur Shah and his wife, Zeenat Mahal, eventually lost faith in the 

rebels and negotiated with the British to secure safety.
14

 Thus, as a political leader, Bahadur Shah 

unsuccessfully assisted the direction or organization of the Indian Mutiny. 

Rani Lakshibhai, the rebel leader of Jhansi, directed her own separate campaign against British 

rule. Lord Dalhousie, the Governor-General, had refused Rani’s adopted son to succeed the throne after 

the death of her husband.
15

 Lord Dalhousie’s regulation devastated Rani and she tried everything to 

reverse his decision. After the rebellion broke out, Rani offered the Jhansi as a secure territory for the 

British, on the condition that Dalhousie revoke his decision concerning the succession of her son.
16

 When 

the British refused Rani’s offer, she joined the sepoy mutiny out of spite and eventually became one of 

the most dangerous enemies of the British.
17

 General Hugh Rose defeated Rani in June 1858 and 

commemorated her with high esteem, stating: “here lay the woman who was the only man among the 

rebels.”
18

 Thus, Rani was certainly a powerful military force, however, her motives for joining the revolt 

were for personal gain rather than the benefit of the uprising. 

 Although the sepoys received the sympathy of the local populations, India as a whole was not 

behind them. The revolt was extremely localized, focusing primarily on Northern India. East and West 

India were partially involved, while Southern India had been completely avoided. As a result, not all of 
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the Indian soldiers were involved in the rebellion against the British.
19

 Furthermore, some sepoy soldiers 

even fought against their own compatriots.
20

 For instance, during the recapture of Delhi, the five columns 

of armed forces consisted of a combination of 1700 British troops and 3200 Indians soldiers.
21

 The armies 

of Bombay, Madras, and Bengal remained calm and did not join the revolt. In addition, the middle class 

merchants and literate professionals of Bengal were opposed to the rebellion, believing the revolt was 

“backward looking.”
22

 The British were also fortunate in securing some major ruling leaders, with the 

exception of the Rani of Jhansi, the Begam of Oudh, and some minor chiefs.
23

 Rosie Llewellyn-Jones 

speculates that, “had every class risen up against the British in 1857, the princes, the zamindars, the 

merchants, the bankers, the priests, the maulvis, the agricultural workers, the pastoralists, the weavers, the 

fishermen and others, then of course the revolt would have succeeded.”
24

 Therefore, if the rebels could 

have secured more support from the differing classes in India, perhaps they would have successfully 

overthrown the British colonial rule. 

One of the most important causes of Indian failure was the lack of preparation to accommodate 

the troops in the Mughal capital. Once inside the city walls of Delhi, the rebels realized the dilemma of 

feeding and arming numerous Indian troops.
25

 Further, there was virtually no attempt to establish a 

controlled “liberated area” from which the insurgents could “draw tax revenue, manpower and, most 

crucially, food supplies ultimately proved to be their single most disastrous shortcoming.”
26

 The rebel 

army continued to grow in size as sepoy groups from East and West India travelled to Delhi to offer their 

assistance, which only increased the number of hungry men inside the city. Consequently, the rebel troops 
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and civilians from inside the city walls began to starve.
27

 The incompetence of the rebel government 

ultimately affected the fighting force, as historian William Dalrymple observes:  

By the end of August disaffection had reached such a pitch that perhaps as many as 75 per 

cent of the rebel Sepoy had already deserted the city before the British assault began on the 

14 September: British intelligence and military estimates put the number of Sepoy rebels 

who collected in Delhi as around 100,000 out of the total of 131,000 rebel Sepoys in the 

Bengal army. By the end of the siege, however, just before the assault, the British believed 

the number had fallen to a quarter of this.
28

   

 

Thus, the inability to supply food and sustenance for a large number of troops and civilians handicapped 

the rebels’ defending army. This resulted in the British siege of Delhi beginning on September 20, 1857.
29

 

 In regards to the sepoys’ supply deficiency, the rebels also experienced a constant shortage of 

ammunition. Considering this, the insurgents manufactured their own gunpowder using sulphur and 

saltpetre, until they exhausted the sulphur supply in September 1857.
30

 According to Llewellyn-Jones, the 

rebel Commander-in-Chief, Prince Muhammad Azam, began searching for a substitute the rebel troops 

could utilize. For example, Azam requested “the ingredients for making bombs, instructions on how to 

make cannonballs, a supply of lead, percussion caps, charcoal, wood for making musket butts, cartridges, 

guns, and fodder for the artillery horses.”
31

 Unfortunately for the mutineers, the British possessed all of 

their requested materials in abundance. 

Further, the insurgents’ artillery and equipment proved to be significantly inferior to that of the 

British. The rebels were equipped with weapons they had found while looting the various cantonments. 

Therefore, when the sepoys ran out of ammunition, they were forced to fight with “swords and pikes” or 

any other sharp object they could find.
32

 The British, on the other hand, were armed with the most 
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modern weapons, including the Enfield rifles, which were far “superior both in range and in accuracy.”
33

 

This gave the colonial authorities an extensive military advantage against the mutineers. 

 In addition, the British fully utilized the electric telegraph to transmit vital information to different 

parts of the country during the rebellion. The telegraph would provide the British instant information 

concerning the movements of the rebel infantry and organizers. For instance, by the beginning of 1858, 

the British were able to record the movement of Tantia Tope, a rebel leader, as he fled across central 

India.
34

 The telegraph lines, however, were both visible and vulnerable to rebel troops. For example, on 

May 11, 1857, a message was sent from Meerut to Delhi warning British troops that the mutinous sepoys 

were on their way. The message was received at six in the morning and after that “the telegraph wire lay 

cut on the ground and the poles were rotting by its ends.”
35

 Nevertheless, by the beginning of 1858, the 

British were able to reinstate the telegraph lines, which proved to be extremely valuable in searching for 

enemy troops.
36

 

Some scholars speculate that the telegraph may have saved the empire for Britain in 1857.
37

 Thus, the 

rebels’ lack of contemporary communication was a major disadvantage.  

Another considerable cause of failure for the insurgents was their lack of financial support. A 

large sum of rebels had sacrificed their payments during the uprising, knowing they would not be able to 

receive a proper refund. As a result, rebel leaders searched for means to compensate their troops, as 

Llewellyn-Jones observes; “During the siege in Lucknow, its citizens were obliged to pay for the troops, 

and gold and silver utensils were melted down to make coins for their wages.”
38

 Additionally, cantonment 

treasuries were looted for any extra funds. Some Indian bankers would arrange to provide daily meals for 
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sepoy troops in order to preserve their wealth from looting.
39

 However, after the treasury money had been 

depleted, rebel leaders “were forced to extract supplies and loans from bankers and merchants by 

compulsion.”
40

 Many of the wealthy bankers and merchants suffered financially during the uprising and 

were less inclined to support the rebel cause because of their misfortune.  

In contrast, the British were able to successfully construct a tax raising system to pay their troops 

and the associated costs of war. More importantly, this system allowed the British to afford additional 

troops to be sent in from Europe. By 1858, Britain’s military presence in India was raised to 80,000.
41

 

Thus, the British were able to achieve what the rebels could not.  

Many scholars consider the failure of the sepoys to be foredoomed, due to the lack of organization 

and co-ordination of the insurgents. The major causes of the failure of the war for Indian Independence, 

was the lack of efficient leadership, adequate support, and proper resources. The majority of the rebel 

groups required direction and control; however, many of the leaders possessed various reasons for 

supporting the rebellion. Thus, rebel leaders were ultimately unable to formulate a coherent strategy of 

how to defeat the British. Additionally, the revolt was extremely localized, focusing primarily on northern 

India. East and west India were partially involved, while southern India had been completely overlooked. 

This resulted in a loss of support from the various possible defenders from across the country. One of the 

most important causes of the failure of the sepoy rebellion was the lack of resources, such as: food, 

ammunition, artillery, equipment, electric communication, and financial stability. Thus, the rebels 

ultimately proved unsuccessful in coordinating an independent fighting force capable of expelling the 

British colonial powers from the subcontinent. Unfortunately for the mutineers, the British were richer in 

resources, manpower, and leadership, ultimately leading the British to victory in 1858.  
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“In Google We Trust”  

 ~Nicolas Gibeault  

 

 

The Google brand has been much talked about in the past ten years. As the poster child for 

technological achievements, the means to its success has been thoroughly analyzed, harking and 

celebrating the unconventional management style of the executives, divergent business models and 

noble pursuits of the company; much study has been done on how Google skyrocketed from a value of 

$86 million in 2001 to a whopping $1 billion just two years later.1 There is no arguing that Google is a 

story of success, especially for the tech world. Created by Larry Page and Sergey Brin, at the time 

students at Stanford University, they created a search engine which initially operated solely on Stanford 

servers and became a registered domain in 1997.2 The company took off and went public on August 

19th, 20043 and has grown astoundingly ever since. Google's wealth of capital allows it to offer 

unparalleled services to the public, make capital intensive purchases of other companies and crunch 

more data than is often fathomable. 

Rather than attempt to describe Google's ascension to mega-corporation status, this essay will 

take a look at Google's product: information. All of Google's wealth and services revolve around 

collecting information about users, whom Google attracts by offering an array of products. What kind 

of information does the myriad of services offered by Google collect on users, both individually and as 

a whole? How ubiquitous is Google's information gathering apparatus? Google's collection system is so 

large that it is considered to be in the realm of Big Data, bringing with it serious ramifications for the 

end user's privacy. Arguments are often made that monitoring of individuals activities is an expensive 

endeavor for a security establishment, such as the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) in 

Canada or the National Security Agency (NSA) in the United States, with the notion that it requires 

exhaustive use of manpower to track the location, actions and interactions between individuals. For the 

 

1 Ken Auletta. Googled: The End of the World as We Know It (New York, Penguin Press, 2009), 109. 

2 "Our History in Depth" Google, , http://www.google.ca/about/company/history/. 

3 "GOOGLE INC. (GOOG) IPO." NASDA.com  

http://www.google.ca/about/company/history/
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benefit and convenience of using Google services, users are exchanging their private information, which 

in turn is being monetized via the delivery of targeted advertising and reselling of user information. This 

paper will explore some of the different ways in which Google gathers this private information. 

This is taken directly from the company website: “Google's goal is to organize the world's 

information and make it universally accessible and useful”4. In other words, its goal is to collect, sort 

and index information and present it to the user in such a way that it is useful and timely. Google had its 

start with its search engine, which was more appealing to users as it presented an uncluttered interface 

where advertisements were clearly distinguishable from unpaid search results. Google has since 

expanded beyond search functions, offering additional services to users, such as Gmail email services, 

Stock Information, Weather, Calendar, News, Translate, Blogger and much, much more. Google is able 

to dip into its large reserves of capital and purchase companies to diversify their services, such as the 

purchase of Youtube, the most popular video streaming website on the Internet, in 2006 for 1.65 

billion US dollars.5 Eventually, Google's various services became unified into a single Google Account 

to help better serve user's requests and make information more readily accessible. Google has also 

branched out from sorting digital information exclusively and entered the material world by offering 

searches of scanned books through Google Scholar, maps, locations, directions through satellite 

imaging with Google Maps and has even indexed ground level views of cities across the globe with 

Street-View. All of Google's services offer to sort information relevant to the user and present it in an 

accessible way, whether it be on the computer or on Google's mobile platform, Android, which was 

first released in 2008. Google can be seen as the height of what media theorist Marshal Mcluhan 

predicted in the 1960s: 

 
 

4 "Ten Things We Know to Be True", Google, 

https://www.google.ca/about/company/philosophy/. 

5 Paul Monica, "Google Buying YouTube." CNN Money, (9 October 2006), 

http://money.cnn.com/2006/10/09/technology/googleyoutube_deal/index.htm?cnn=yes. 

http://www.google.ca/about/company/philosophy/
http://money.cnn.com/2006/10/09/technology/googleyoutube_deal/index.htm?cnn=yes


TimePieces Vol. 16 

64  

 

a world where technology has sped up the exchange of information to the point of being able to request 

and receive it instantaneously.6 Google is a gate which allows users to enter and navigate the content of 

the Internet, allowing users to view the links between pages and organizes them in a manner that is 

relevant to their personal interests. 

Sorting information does not stop at the creation of a product for the user. As virtually all of 

Google's services are offered free of charge, Google must monetize information. It does this by 

collecting information on user behaviors and searches and then offers to sell space to advertisers on the 

pages that will best target users. Rather than advertisers paying 2 million for an ad at the Superbowl, 

which may or may not have the intended effects of reaching the right audience, advertisers are linked 

up to the viewers who will be touched the most directly by advertisements. Google makes its money by 

collecting information on users to model behavior, to better connect advertisers to their prospective 

customers. Thus Google has incentive to connect more people to the Internet and to offer more services 

to users to generate more information on them to ultimately better track behavior. The more people are 

using information, the more information they generate. What information does Google collect from 

these services, and how pervasive can such information collection be? Going through all of Google's 

services would be an arduous task. As such, case studies will be made of Google Search, the Chrome 

Internet browser, Gmail, Youtube, Google Books, the Android mobile operating system and Google 

Now, each of which will be described along with the kinds of information each gathers on users and 

certain controversies and ramifications of some of these services. 

Google's success is ultimately derived from the efficiency of Google Search. Internet search 

engines index the information on the web by using algorithms that “crawl” through the Internet and 

create databases on what is available.7  To make the system more efficient, Google actually saves all 

6 McLuhan, Marshall, Understanding Media, (London, Routledge and Kegan Paul,1964). 
7 Page Lawrence, and Sergey Brin, "The Anatomy of a Large-Scale Hypertextual Web Search Engine," The Anatomy of 

a Search Engine.http://infolab.stanford.edu/~backrub/google.html.

http://infolab.stanford.edu/~backrub/google.html
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previous search queries to speed the response time of each search, essentially taking a snapshot each 

time a search is made. The reason Google Search became so popular was the revolutionary ranking 

system which presented results based on the number of links to a given page, assigning links a relative 

importance to gauge the popularity of a given site.8 Monetization of this system is made through the 

placement of advertising. Companies collectively bid on search term keywords in order to have their 

advertisements placed. Moreover, advertisers need only pay Google if the link is actually clicked on.9 

This system known as microtransactions generates much of Google's profit and drives them to pursue 

additional information gathering. The more accurate profile Google's advertising engine is able to build 

on users, the better the chances Google will be able to link them to appropriate advertisers, leading to 

more clicks. Sustained and detailed information gathering on users is, in the opinion of Google, 

beneficial to all parties as users will receive more relevant information, faster. Google is able to track 

where users go on the Internet by implementing tracking Cookies. Tracking Cookies reside in a user's 

internet browser and report information on where the user has navigated, purchase calculations, 

timestamps, geolocation data, what keyword generated the visit and other information which is 

collected and analyzed by both Google and Website hosts through Google Analytics.10 Google analytics 

is powerful software offered free of charge to Website hosts which reports on two types of information: 

Dimensions and Metrics. Dimensions can be described as the type of data gathered. For example the 

type of browser used, the session duration, and a plethora of others. Metrics are the quantitative aspect 

of Dimensions, so the statistical numbers associated with the different Dimension parameters, for 

example the number of people navigating to a site using a given web browser.11 By gathering as much 

information as possible on who is actually visiting sites and searches, advertising can be better tailored 

8 "A Scholar's Guide to Google",  http://guides.library.harvard.edu/googleguide. 

9 Auletta, 5. 

10 "Google Analytics EU Cookie Law", The Cookie Collective, 

http://www.cookielaw.org/google-analytics-eu-cookie-law. 

11 "Analytics Help Center", Google Help, https://support.google.com/analytics/? hl=en#topic=3544906. 

http://guides.library.harvard.edu/googleguide.
http://www.cookielaw.org/google-analytics-eu-cookie-law
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to each visitor on an individual basis. 

 
Google has a vested interest in the creation of new products. All of Google's services are about 

providing ease of access to information for as many users as possible. This makes sense, as Google 

monetizes people's usage of information by gathering as much data as possible on their behavior to 

create tailor made advertising, generating profit for the company. Astounding amounts of revenue and 

engineering power is poured into the development and proliferation of new and often far-reaching 

products.12 It is in Google's interest to create services that people can use free of charge and on as many 

platforms as possible, since the more volume of traffic passes through Google, the more it can gather 

and analyze in order to generate profit. The result is an absolute plethora of programs, services and 

applications that are used by businesses and consumers alike, each of them gathering various kinds of 

information on their users. 

Google released its own Internet browser in 2008 to compete with the popular Mozilla Firefox 

and Microsoft's Internet Explorer. The browser emphasizes speed of browsing and access to 

information. Built into Chrome is software that gathers information on user patterns and sends it back 

to Google. Significantly, Chrome sends information regarding search queries, whether partial or 

completed in order to automatically complete searches for users. Chrome also overtly collects 

information typed into the address bar and can sync bookmarks with Google servers to enable users to 

access their bookmarked websites on different platforms.13 Chrome sends usage statistics to Google to 

help “[Google] prioritize the features and improvements [Google] should work on” for future 

development of Chrome.14 The type of information sent to Google is unclear, though the company 

claims it avoids tracking individuals, information seems to point to Google tracking browsing behavior, 

12 Auletta, 99. 

13 "Google Chrome Privacy Notice.", Chrome Browser, (12 May 2013), 

https://www.google.com/intl/en/chrome/browser/privacy/. 

14 "Choose Your Privacy Settings." Chrome Help, 

https://support.google.com/chrome/answer/114836?hl=en. 

http://www.google.com/intl/en/chrome/browser/privacy/
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while claiming to want to deliver faster access to information for users.15 Chrome is a step up from 

Google's search service as the information gathered moves beyond user search queries and tracks other 

aspects of their behavior, such as their time spent on a given page and what pages users bookmark for 

later use. So while Google searches act as a gate to the Internet, Chrome continues to gather 

information even while navigating non-Google sites. 

Gmail is one of the most successful products offered by Google to date. Launched in 2009, 

users were offered email exchange services for free which rivaled many paid products of the day.16 

Conversely to other free email hosts, Google offered a whopping 1 gigabyte of storage space for emails 

associated with every account created, operating under the assumption that no inbox would require any 

more capacity. In return for this amount of storage and free email service offered by Google is an 

important information gathering operation. Emails stored in user inboxes could be crawled through by 

algorithms that seek out key words to enhance target marketing. To ensure that users would store as 

much information on their Gmail accounts as possible, the service, at launch, omitted the ability for 

users to delete emails.17 Little information is available on what Google does with the user's information. 

Questions were also raised as to whether Google's use of keyword search in users’ e-mails 

violated privacy law, notably the Wiretap Act in the United States.18 Federal judge Lucy Koh contended 

in September 2013 that emails were being “intercepted” by Google's system, whether it be a Gmail user 

who has consented to Google's privacy policies when their account was created or a non-Gmail user 

whose messages were intercepted on their way to a Gmail account.19 According to Google's Gmail 

15 Kevin Purdy, "What Data of Mine Does Chrome Send to Google?", Lifehacker, (18 August 2011), 
http://lifehacker.com/5763452/what-data-does-chrome-send-to-google-about-me. 

16 Matthew Glotzbach, "Google Apps Is out of Beta (yes, Really)." Official Google Blog, (7 July 2009), 

http://googleblog.blogspot.ca/2009/07/google-apps-is-out-of-beta-yes-really.html. 

17 Cleland, Scott, and Ira Brodsky, Search & Destroy: Why You Can't Trust Google Inc (St. Louis, Mo.: Telescope Books, 

2011), 30. 

18 "Privacy: Wiretap Act", Internet Law Treatise, 

https://ilt.eff.org/index.php/Privacy:_Wiretap_Act. 

19 David Kravets, "Google's Gmail Keyword Scanning Might Violate Wiretap Law, Judge Finds", WIRED, Wired.com, 

(24 September 2013). 

http://lifehacker.com/5763452/what-data-does-chrome-send-to-google-about-me
http://googleblog.blogspot.ca/2009/07/google-apps-is-out-of-beta-yes-really.html
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Court order of 26 September 2013, “Plaintiffs further allege that Google used these […] data to created 

user profiles and models. […] Google then allegedly used the emails, affiliated data, and user profiles 

to serve their profit interests that were unrelated to providing email services to particular users”.20  

Much of Google's defense relies on the fact that users have agreed to Google's terms and services, 

pointing to the fact that since 2007 they have reserved the right to “pre-screen, review, flag, filter, 

modify, refuse or remove any or all Content from any Service” in their End-User License Agreement 

(EULA).21 Most email services offer spam filtering of emails in an effort to prevent unwanted messages 

from reaching a user, under the auspice of filtering Google has free reign over the content of users 

messages and with whom they correspond. 

As of 2012, mail accounts were unified under the Google Apps family. A single Google account 

became associated to virtually all of a user's activity using Google services. This includes syncing of 

Google contacts, calendars and schedules, activity on Youtube, user stock accounts, saved maps and 

routes on Google maps, pictures on Google's Picassa photo sharing utility and any other information 

services offered by Google. 

Google Purchased Youtube for 1.65 billion dollars in October 2006. Having dabbled in video 

hosting with their own service, Google Video, without much success, Google was willing to spend the 

significant amounts of capital to acquire the video sharing site. This development captured the attention 

of other media conglomerates and raised some eyebrows, as the site had yet to be monetized and was 

not bringing in any revenue.22 What Youtube did bring was the potential for massive amounts of traffic. 

According to Youtube's published statistics, more than 1 billion unique users visit Youtube reach 

month, with 6 billion hours viewed a month, 100 hours uploaded to Youtube every minute.23 

 

20 ORDER DENYING PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR CLASS CERTIFICATION, 13-MD-02430-LHK, (2014) 

http://digitalcommons.law.scu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1667&context=historical, 5. 

21 "Gmail Terms of Use", http://www.google.com/mail/help/terms_of_use.html. 

22 Auletta, 152. 

23 “YouTube Analytics”, Youtube, https://www.youtube.com/analytics. 

http://digitalcommons.law.scu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1667&amp;context=historical
http://www.google.com/mail/help/terms_of_use.html
http://www.youtube.com/analytics
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Youtube Analytics, a service akin to Google Analytics designed for Youtube content providers, 

separates collected information into three categories: Metrics, Dimensions and Filters.24 Very powerful 

software collects information and creates reports to be presented to Youtube uploaders to monitor a vast 

array of information on their viewers. The Youtube analytics service tracks, collates and presents such 

information as: monitoring number of views over time, identify traffic sources, how people are getting 

to the video online (for example via mobile application or embedded ink), information on audience 

demographics to identify audience age and gender to understand target markets, geographical 

information on viewers, audience retention by identifying when viewers stop playback on videos, 

subscription rates to Youtube channels and the percentage breakdown of which social media sites a 

video is being shared on. Crucially, information on viewer engagement is also available, attached to 

comment interaction, allowing video makers to examine how much conversation is being generated by 

a particular video and help them decide how best to reply to comments. This information is created by 

Google's software and the company has access to this data on Youtube users to be collected, analyzed 

and stored to monitor viewer behaviors on the most popular video sharing site on the planet. 

Google Books represented one of Google's first forays into the material world. Beginning in 

2004 Google began to partner with University libraries and publishers to digitize library collections to 

be made available to a broader range of scholars Partners included the Bodleian library at Oxford 

University, Blackwell, Cambridge University Press, University of Michigan and the New York Public 

Library.25 Digitization is usually arduous work, every page having to be scanned individually, creating a 

very large cost barrier to the digitization of books. Thanks to Google's massive capital and harnessing 

of personal projects by expert designers, they were able to put funds into the design and production of 

 
 

24 "YouTube Analytics API", Google Developers, (6 January 2014) 

https://developers.google.com/youtube/analytics/. 

25 "Google Books History", Google Books, 

Books.google.com/googlebooks/about/history.html 
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their own book scanning techniques which are claimed to be more effective and less damaging to the 

material in question.26 The digital images can then be processed through optical character recognition 

which will turn the images to digital text files.27 Google's goal was to digitize books to be able to index 

the content in the exact same way they index information on the Internet. The Google Books service 

was integrated into Google's search function in 2007 meaning users Google search results would 

include information in books as well as the option to search through digitized books exclusively.28 

Controversy quickly emerged as to Google's use of what was, in the point of view of the publishers, 

copyright material, escalating in court battles over Google's right to digitize any books they wished. 

Such legal battles in the U.S. culminated with Google looking to strike deals with groups representing 

authors and publishers interests29 Regardless, Google actively seeks to expand the amount of 

information it is able to index, making more and more information available to users and, in turn 

generating more traffic within their services to model behavior and user activities. 

Google purchased Android in 2005 with the intention of creating a developer friendly platform 

for mobile platform computing.30 Apple's launch of the iPhone in 2007 had piqued public interest in 

smartphones, quickly becoming a status item among consumers. The iPhone operating system, iOS 

remained proprietary to Apple's phones and kept closed, meaning only Apple could modify and release 

new software and updates for their products. By holding tightly to the reigns of control, Apple 

maintains high standards of their products to maximize brand recognition and ensure quality control.31 

Google's foray into the world of smartphones took a different approach. First launched in 2008, 

 
 

26 GoogleTechTalks, "Linear Book Scanner." YouTube, (3 May 2012), 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JuoOaL11bw. 

27 Herbert F Schantz, The History of OCR, Optical Character Recognition (Manchester Center Vt.: Recognition 

Technologies Users Association, 1982.) 

28 "Google Books." Google, http://books.google.com/. 

29 Miguel Helft, "Judge Rejects Google’s Deal to Digitize Books", The New York Times, (22 March 2011),  

Nytimes.com/2011/03/23/technology/23google.html?_r=0. 

30 Auletta, 208. 

31 Tim Worstall, "The Problem With Apple's Closed Apps Universe", Forbes, (31 August 2012), 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/timworstall/2012/08/31/the-problem-with-apples-closed-apps-universe/. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JuoOaL11bw
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Android is an open source operating system, meaning any developer can modify the source code of 

Android. The ramification is that Android can be made to work with virtually any phone, allowing any 

manufacturer to use Android with their Hardware.32 Different manufacturers have created their own 

tailored versions of the Android OS to function with their smartphones. For example, phones made by 

Samsung have a slightly different user interface than phones made by HTC. Many of these differences 

may be superficial but the underlying operating system is based on Google's Android OS. Google 

periodically develops OS updates which it releases to the different manufacturers to be adopted to their 

own versions. In terms of sheer number of sales, Google's Android OS is now virtually on par with 

Apples iOS, even though it was launched afterward.33
 

Similarly, applications for Android can be created by third party developers and uploaded to 

Google's Play Store. Opportunity for profit and transactions within the Play Store are numerous. 

Certain applications within the Play Store require a flat payment and are thereafter free to use, others 

have transactions within the application or have designated space where advertisements appear to the 

user. Of these transactions, according to Google's Android Developer website, “70% of the payments 

[go to developers, while] the remaining 30% goes to the distribution partner and operating fees”.34 So it 

is profitable for Google to proliferate the Android operating system as much as possible, as the more 

people are using Google's Play Store, the more profit Google will make from taking a cut as the 

distribution partner. Certain other companies, such as Samsung and Amazon, have also launched their 

own versions of Google play for their own phones to try and draw profit from application transactions 

rather than solely on the sale of their hardware. Though Samsung Apps and Amazon Appstore for 

Android come pre-installed on their smartphones, Google Play remains the most ubiquitous as 
 

 

32 "Welcome to the Android Open Source Project!", Android Developers, http://source.android.com/. 

33 Harry McCracken, “Who’s Winning, iOS or Android? All the Numbers, All in One Place", Time, (16 April 2013), 

http://techland.time.com/2013/04/16/ios-vs-android/. 

34 "Transaction Fees" Google Help,  Support.google.com/googleplay/android- 

developer/answer/112622?hl=en 

http://source.android.com/
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iterations of Android usually comes installed with the Google Apps Package. 

 
Google Apps Package is a set of applications developed and maintained by Google itself that 

usually come pre-installed on most Android devices. The stock Google Apps Package includes: 

Chrome (mobile) browser, Cloud Print, Google+, Google Calendar, Google Camera, Google Drive, 

Google Earth, Google Keep, Google Keyboard, Google News & Weather, Google Now Launcher, 

Google Play Books, Games, Movies & Tv, Music, Newsstand, Google Search, Google Text-To- 

Speech, Google Wallet, Gmail, Hangouts, Maps, Quickoffice, Sound Search, Street View and 

Youtube.35 The Google Apps Package represents an important opportunity to gather information. All 

these services are associated to a user's Google account and fall under the umbrella of Google's 2012 

Unified Privacy Policy.36 Through the phones menu, an Android user is able to see what specific 

permissions a given application has to access information stored on the user's phone. For example, 

Google Keyboard has access to: read your contacts, read your own contact card, modify or delete the 

contents of your SD card (phone memory), read contents of your SD card, find accounts on the device, 

read terms you added to the dictionary, download files without notification, full network access, view 

network connections, run at startup, control vibration, add words to user-defined dictionary.37 A 

previous version of Android allowed users to modify specific permissions of individual applications, 

but this feature (called App Ops) was removed in late 2013 with the release of Android Kitkat 4.4.2, 

with the claim that the feature was released by mistake.38 This kind of action prompts questions over 

what Google is actually doing with the information and how honest they wish to be about their 

information gathering. Google expects users are aware that they are trading their private information 

35 "XDA-Developers Android Forums", Xdadevelopers, accessed November 13, 2014, http://www.xda-developers.com/. 

36 Alma Whitten, "Updating Our Privacy Policies and Terms of Service." Official Google Blog, (24 January 2012), 

http://googleblog.blogspot.ca/2012/01/updating-our-privacy-policies-and-terms.html. 

37 Google Inc, "Google Keyboard." Google Play, (12 November 2014), 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.inputmethod.latin&hl=en. 

38 Peter Eckersley, "Google Removes Vital Privacy Feature From Android." Electronic Frontier Foundation, (13 

December  2013), https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2013/12/google-removes-vital-privacy-features- android-shortly-

after-adding-them. 

http://www.xda-developers.com/
http://googleblog.blogspot.ca/2012/01/updating-our-privacy-policies-and-terms.html
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for services, as is seen in their easily accessible Privacy Policy and End User Agreements. But not 

enough information seems to be available on what they actually do with it beyond the gathering phase 

or the length of time the information is retained and analyzed. 

Google is also actively proliferating its applications to make them more ubiquitous in 

smartphones. For example, users can sync emails from different accounts to a single Google inbox on 

their Android phone.39 Google's release of Hangouts with the Kitkat update was meant to unify 

different services offered by Android, such as instant messaging, VoIP (voice over IP internet calling) 

and essentially sync all communication under the Hangouts application.40 Included in Hangouts' 

permissions, the application can also: find precise location via GPS or network, edit and read text 

messages, test access to protected storage, record video or audio (as the application includes video and 

voice chat), receive sync information from Google servers, receive data from Internet, change network 

access and other permissions that are supposedly geared towards offering the best possible experience 

to users. Hangouts was not just limited to Android phones, as a version for Apple's iPhone was also 

released to the iTunes store as well as a version for Windows phones. 

Android allows Google to collect large amounts of information on their mobile users, from GPS 

location, network activity, transactions and what you are talking about in text with whom. All this is 

under an umbrella privacy policy which never explicitly explains what they are doing with the 

information, other than offering more individually tailored services.41
 

Some of the most recent of Google developments are stepping closer to Google's ideal of 

presenting information to users before they even ask for it. Google Now was released on Android 

 
 

39 Google Inc, "Email." Google Play, (18 June 2014), 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.email&hl=en. 

40 Google Inc, "Hangouts." Google Play, (24 October 2014), 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.talk&hl=en. 

41 Doug Gross, "How to Prepare for Google's Privacy Changes." CNN, (29 February 2012), 

http://www.cnn.com/2012/02/29/tech/web/protect-privacy-google/. 
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smartphones running the 4.1 iteration. The premise for Google Now is simple enough, it tries to display 

information the user will be interested in seeing, before they even ask for it. For example, Google Now 

checks users calendars and will display upcoming events as “cards” to the user to dismiss or to follow 

up on as they desire. But the service can go further. It monitors behaviour and algorithms will spot 

recurring patterns to “learn” when to present information.42  Users who check the weather on their 

phone every morning will have the information presented to them before asking. Users can set sports 

results to be monitored and displayed both after and during a game that is taking place. With unbridled 

access to a user's phone, Google Now can also use contextual data to present information. A traveler 

away from their usual place of residence or work will have information on landmarks of interest 

appear. Depending on the time, a user may be presented with places to eat that are near their current 

location. The accelerometer on the phone is able to track the relative speed of the phone and determine 

that it is in a moving vehicle. Upon exiting the vehicle, the phone will automatically mark its location 

on a map for the user to find their car in the parking lot.43 Google Now is an engineering marvel, as the 

algorithms are able, more often than not, to present valuable information to the user. The software 

chooses what information is to be displayed to a user and when. Trust is thus placed in the program to 

decide for users what is and what isn't important, representing certain difficult questions. Just like all of 

Google's other services, Google Now depends on collecting and analyzing information on individual 

users to deliver a fuller experience. Therein is the trade-off, users give their personal information to 

Google who in turn gives back a service. 

But how much information does Google collect? Are there any inherent dangers of having so 

much information concentrated in one company? Google's information gathering operations are so vast 

 
 

42 Simon Hall, "How to Get the Best out of Google Now", Digital Trends, (28 July 2014), 

http://www.digitaltrends.com/mobile/how-to-use-google-now/. 

43 Lauren Goode, "Ten Things You Didn't Know Google Now Could Do", Recode, (4 August 2014), 

http://recode.net/2014/08/04/ten-things-you-didnt-know-that-google-now-could-do/. 
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that it is often difficult for the public as well as policy makers to grasp. The colossal amount of 

information gathered, processed and stored by Google enters the realm of what is known as Big Data. 

Big data is separated from tradition number crunching processes in a variety of ways. 

Though Big Data does not concentrate on an individual's information, it can and has been 

demonstrated to have the capacity to model the lives of users with astounding accuracy. Mikko 

Hypponen, a computer security expert, pointed out in his October 2013 Ted Talk that “people are more 

honest with their search engines than they are with their own families”44. They put highly personal 

information on the Internet which, when put together can reveal extremely sensitive information about 

them. 

For example, based solely on open source information available through social media, 

researcher Michael Kosinski points out that he is able to “create instantaneous and surprisingly detailed 

psychological demography user profiles – containing statistically valid information about an 

individual's race, personality and IQ scores, happiness, substance use, sexuality, political views and 

religious beliefs.”45 Other researchers at Facebook have been able to accurately predict when people are 

about to  be in a relationship based solely on their activity on social media.46
 

In another case, Target Corporation was able to determine that a woman was pregnant before 

her father found out, based on a profile built around her consumption habits. Such profiles are used by 

big stores in the same way Google creates tailored advertising, by analyzing non-individual specific 

information to send tailor made offers to prospective clients based on their buying habits. In this case, 

the woman had been researching products which individually had no meaning, but when put together 

 
 

44 Mikko Hypponen, "How the NSA Betrayed the World's Trust -- Time to Act." (1 October  2013), 

http://www.ted.com/talks/mikko_hypponen_how_the_nsa_betrayed_the_world_s_trust_time_to_act. 

45 Michal Kinsisnk, "With Big Data Comes Big Responsibility." Financial Times, 2014. 

46 Rhiannon Williams, Rhiannon, "Facebook Knows When You're about to Start a Relationship", The Telegraph, (15 

January 2014)\, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/facebook/10643858/Facebook-knows- when-youre-about-to-

start-a-relationship.html. 
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flagged her profile as an expecting mother and Target subsequently began to mail coupons on baby 

clothing to her home.47 The woman's father, baffled by the coupons being received in the mail, asked 

the company why they were sending them and only later found out his daughter was pregnant. 

These are but a few examples, but remain significant. They show that seemingly harmless 

information, when amalgamated by one entity that has the raw processing power to sift through it all, 

can form patterns using the captured personal information. The first issue emerges that we do not know 

what companies are doing with this information, other than monetizing it. Furthermore, whistle blowers 

such as Edward Snowden have revealed that, as much as we would like to believe it, these companies 

do not have complete control over who can get access to their data.48 This paper only looked at a few of 

the ways Google gathers information through products, but each and every service offered by them, if 

unpacked and analyzed, represents another information gathering enterprise. As demonstrated, Google 

is actively trying to get as much information as it possibly can on individuals, be it their searches, their 

location, their network activity and the people they talk to. The idea of ubiquitous monitoring is very 

much a reality. The gathering stage for information is an expensive process, necessitating resources to 

follow and track activities of individuals to learn their social links and determine whether or not they 

pose a threat to the state. Equally arduous is the Analysis stage, where the links need to be dissected  

and understood in order to paint a picture of the individual. Law enforcement agencies, as seen in class, 

often have difficulty expending the resources on this stage due to the limitations of their budget and 

manpower. Google has managed to create a vast apparatus to gather all this information on users and 

has developed tools to analyze individual user activity anonymously but with efficiency. Moreover, 

Google has managed to get users to willingly submit this information in exchange for their free 

 
 

47 Kashmir Hill, Kashmir, "How Target Figured Out A Teen Girl Was Pregnant Before Her Father Did." Forbes, (16 

February 2012), http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2012/02/16/how-target-figured-out-a- teen-girl-was-

pregnant-before-her-father-did/ 

48 Mikko Hypponen, “How the NSA Betrayed the World's Trust", TedTalks  
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services. Would so many users make the exchange if they knew how much information was being 

gathered, and how much of their privacy can be extrapolated? The issue is that it is an opt-out process 

rather than opt-in, as individuals as consumers must educate themselves as to these information 

collection structures to know how to remain vigilant to their very existence. 
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“The Coventry Conundrum: An Analysis of the Raid on Coventry and the Ultra 

Intelligence Program in World War II”  

 ~Katelyn Stieva  

 

 

 

“You ask, what is our aim? I can answer in one word. It is victory, victory at all 

costs, victory in spite of all terror, victory, however long and hard the road may 

be; for without victory, there is no survival.”-Winston Churchill  

  

There is little that can be said of Winston Churchill that accurately describes the 

impression he leaves on the imaginations of those who study him. He was a strong and 

charismatic leader, leading Great Britain through the Second World War, and remained 

influential in British politics long after his time in office had expired. But like all great men and 

great leaders, he had his secrets. During his time in office, Churchill made decisions and 

contemplated questions that weighed hundreds of lives in the balance, proving the old adage 

“with great power comes great responsibility” right in many different ways. How does one 

decide a course of action knowing that it could result in hundreds of deaths? And what could 

possibly outweigh the protection of civilians during war—what could be so important? Many 

suggest that Churchill’s “most secret source”
1
—British Intelligence and the Ultra program, the 

product of countless hours of work and a true labour of love—caused Churchill to make such a 

decision. 

 The story is simple enough: on the night of November 14, 1940, the city of Coventry was 

subjected to a night raid from the German Luftwaffe, killings hundreds and destroying most of 

the town. A tragic tale but ultimately unpreventable, or was it? There are many who believe that 

Churchill and his staff had previous knowledge of the raid on Coventry due to the work of 

                                                 
1
 F.W. Winterbotham, The Ultra Secret,  (New York, Harper and Row, Publishers, 1974), 1. 
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British intelligence programs, but choose not to warn Coventry in order to protect their 

intelligence capabilities.  

 If these allegations are true, it would fundamentally change the way Churchill is 

remembered, as well as raise many questions about the sacrifice Churchill supposedly made, 

primarily was the sacrifice of Coventry worth it? How does one justify this type of decision? 

How do the people respond to this type of decision? These are just a few questions that could be 

posed, and they are not easy questions to answer, but before these questions can be addressed, it 

first had to be established whether or not Churchill did, in fact, have knowledge of the Coventry 

raid prior to November 14.  

Setting the Stage: Ultra and the Blitz  

 The myth surrounding Coventry is closely connected with the British intelligence 

program that worked throughout the Second World War. With the outbreak of the war, the 

Government Codes and Cyphers School expanded, buying property outside of London to serve 

as its new home. Bletchley Park became the central hub for British intelligence based in codes 

and ciphers. Hundreds of individuals worked at Bletchley, most not knowing what other unit was 

working on.
2
 One of the best kept secrets of Bletchley was Ultra—intelligence resulting from the 

breaking of the German Enigma code.
3
 

 During the 1930s, the Germans had begun to experiment with a new cipher system—the 

Enigma machine. Said to be nearly unbreakable, Enigma was deemed suitable for use by the 

German government.
4
 The British were aware of this, and in June of 1938, an opportunity was 

presented to them to gain access to an individual who could re-create the Enigma machine for 

                                                 
2
 Peter Calvocoressi, Top Secret Ultra, (New York, Pantheon Books, 1980), 16-7. 

3
 Ibid, 3. 

4
 Anthony Cave Brown, Bodyguard of Lies, (New York, Harper and Row, Publishers, 1975), 15. 
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them. Needless to say, they took this opportunity and by the end of 1938, possessed a model of 

Enigma. They then turned their attention to figuring out how to break the German cipher.
5
 Soon 

after, the British devised a machine capable of matching the internal electoral circuits of Enigma 

and deciphering its code; the machine was called “The bomb” and was installed in Hut 3 at 

Bletchley Park. The first successful decryption of German code was in April 1940, and the 

intelligence that resulted from decrypting German communications was given the name Ultra.
6
  

 The distribution of Ultra was monitored closely, as the ability to read German intercepts 

came with a wide variety of implications. Through MI-6 and in coordination with other 

intelligence organization Special Liaison Units (SLUs) were established at all major military 

command centres to handle the distribution of key Ultra intercepts. The SLUs were small, and 

made up of air force officers and cipher clerks with high levels of experience, and were only 

directed to disclose information relevant to the circumstances in that area.
7
 Outside of those 

working in Hut 3, the SLUs and a few other key intelligence offices, the existence of Ultra was 

not disclosed to any of Churchill’s war cabinet nor his defense staff.  Churchill had a box 

delivered to him daily which contained the intercepts in their original form. As the war 

progressed, he would receive selections as the number of intercepts climbed into hundred daily.
8
 

THE BLITZ: BRITISH AIR DEFENCE  

 In July 1940, German plans for a land invasion of Britain called Operation Sealion came 

to the forefront; before this invasion could take place however, Hitler felt it necessary to gain air 
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6
 Cave Brown, Bodyguard of Lies, 22-3.  

7
 Ibid, 25. 

8
 The box came with a label that read “This box in only to be opened by the Prime Minister in Person”, and 

Churchill had the key on him at all times. See Stafford, 189-91. 



TimePieces Vol. 16 

83 

 

superiority, thus the Battle of Britain began.
9
 The Battle of Britain remains the largest aerial 

battle in history, and was a decisive British victory, resulting in Operation Sealion being 

cancelled.
10

 During the unfolding of events over the summer of 1940, Ultra intercepted several 

messages that became crucial to British air defence over the following years. They were able to 

uncover the radio beam system, called Knickebein, which the Germans were using to guide 

Luftwaffe pilots to their targets.
11

 As a result of this, the British with the aid of Dr. R.V. Jones, 

an intelligence officer specializing in technological intelligence, devised a way to jam the radio 

beams, making it more difficult for the system to correctly guide Luftwaffe pilots.
12

 Knickebein 

was later replaced with a system named X-Gerat, which the British also succeeded in jamming, 

but with less efficiency.
13

 

 With British efforts frustrating the Luftwaffe’s aims of achieving air superiority, the 

German air force switched targets and began directing their attention at British cities, particularly 

those with strong industries and connections to the British war effort; these attacks became 

known at the Blitz.
14

 Towards the end of the Battle of Britain and into the Blitz, London was 

always considered a target, but new targets slowly were identified including Coventry, 

Birmingham, and Wolverhampton.
15

 The stage was now set for the raid on Coventry.  

THE COVENTRY RAID: SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH  

 From here, the discussion will turn towards outlining the different opinions and 

interpretations concerning the events leading up to the raid on Coventry, which was part of a 
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series of attacks under the name Operation Moonlight Sonata, thus named because it 

corresponded with the full moon.
16

  

 It seems fitting that the first account of events to be discusses is that present by F.W. 

Winterbotham in his book The Ultra Secret as it was the first book published that exclusively 

dealt with Ultra, and brought the program to public attention. From the brief description in the 

back of the book, the reader will learn that Winterbotham served with the Royal Air Force 

Intelligence Service during the war, and was in charge of security and distribution of Ultra 

interceptions. In fact, it was he who developed the SLU system.
17

 Winterbotham was deeply 

connected to the Ultra program, and it was his experiences that provided the primary resource 

material for his book. In fact, there are no references used anywhere in his accounts.  

 On the subject of Coventry, Winterbotham claims to be the individual who altered 

Churchill’s personal secretary (Churchill was in a meeting) about the German plan to target the 

city.
18

 He makes note that this was a situation they had yet to encounter, that up until this point, 

the Germans had never disclosed targets, or they had always been in code, but according to 

Winterbotham “someone must have made a slip-up and instead of a city with a code name, 

Coventry was spelt out.”
19

 According to his accounts, the message was received at 3pm, which 

gave Churchill between four or five hours before the attack was likely to begin. He concludes his 

discussion of Coventry by saying “This is the sort of terrible decision that sometimes has to be 

made on the highest levels of war. It was unquestionably the right one…”
20
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 While Winterbotham is convinced that Churchill had prior notice, a colleague of his is 

not. Dr. R.V. Jones, the man who developed the British radio jamming systems was a close 

friend of Winterbotham, but recalls events occurring in a different manner. Jones points to an 

intercept made on November 9 (decoded November 11) which outlined the parameters of 

Operation Moonlight Sonata. In the intercept, according to Jones, four target zones, A, B, C, and 

D, were identified but no further information was given detailing the attack. He also notes the 

presence of the word “KORN” which was had not be interpreted and confounded analysts.
21

  

 On the night of the attack, Jones was asked to help decide what frequency to set the radio 

jammers to. He did so based on previous knowledge, but it was ultimately guess work. As he 

phrased it “All this took no more than five minutes on the telephone: but I was well aware that in 

these snap decisions I was probably gambling with hundreds of lives.”
22

 As it turns out, Jones 

guess correctly, but the jammers failed to work effectively due to the German’s employing their 

new radio system, X-Gerat.
23

 As far as Jones is concerned, Ultra provided as much information 

as it could to prevent the raid on Coventry.  

 For the most part the account offered by Jones is the same as the account presented by 

Peter Calvocoressi in his book Top Secret Ultra.  Calvocoressi was also an associated with Ultra, 

working in Hut 3 at Bletchley for the duration of the war.
24

 In his account, Calvocoressi also 

acknowledged the intercept that was decoded on November 11, and its lack of specific details. 

He too mentions “KORN” stating that they had no way of knowing what it as in relation to.
25

 

Unlike Jones, he mentions several other pieces of information in relation to the Coventry raid. 
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 R.V. Jones, Most Secret War, (London, Hamish Hamilton, 1978), 147-8. 
22

 Jones, Most Secret War, 150. 
23

 Ibid, 151-2. 
24

 Calvocoressi, Top Secret Ultra, 10-3. 
25

 Ibid, 75-6. 



TimePieces Vol. 16 

86 

 

He makes note of a telegram a few day later which acknowledged Coventry, Birmingham, and 

Wolverhampton as targets, while also mentioning a German prison of war that identified 

Coventry and Birmingham as the next targets.
26

  

Another difference between Jones’ and Calvocoressi’s stories is that Calvocoressi 

identifies a time that they became aware that Coventry was to be targeted, while Jones’ maintains 

that they did not know until the attack began. Calvocoressi states that between 3pm and 4pm, 

radio beam sensors identified traffic directed towards Coventry, and that once that information 

was received, standing warning systems were put into motion, altering fire and ambulance crews 

in Coventry of impending attack. Like Jones, however, he maintains that Ultra did all it could to 

prevent the raid on Coventry, while adding that Churchill, for his part, was sure that the night’s 

activities wold be directed towards London.
27

 

The accounts of Jones, Winterbotham, and Calvocoressi are all first-hand accounts as all 

three men had deep ties with Churchill and Ultra program, but commentary on the Coventry 

myth has not been solely provided by those involved. The next several accounts are from 

individuals who were alive to witness the bombing of Coventry (with the exception of one—

David Stafford).  

Anthony Cave Brown’s book Bodyguard of Lies is a two volume set which chronicles a 

detailed history of British intelligence in the Second World War. As noted in the author 

introduction, Cave worked as a correspondent for the Daily Mail during the war before becoming 

involved in the studying of intelligence and deception, which came about due to his father’s 

work as a maker of deceptive maps. 
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In his account of the Coventry raid, Cave begins with an intercept on 12 November, a 

different date than other sources have suggested. According to Cave, the intercept once decoded 

detailed Operation Moonlight Sonata: “a raid in great strength for the night of November 14/15, 

against the cathedral and industrial city of Coventry.”
28

  With this intercept occurring on 

November 12, Cave concludes that Churchill and his staff were given between forty-eight and 

sixty hours’ notice by Ultra of the impending raid on Coventry.
29

 Cave then asks the question of 

why did Churchill not alert the population and his answer is twofold: first he identifies that 

altering the people would reveal the Ultra program and its capabilities to Germany, and second, 

that evacuating the city would cause mass panic, resulting in a potential casualties and 

destruction.
30

 Cave concludes his chapter on Coventry by saying that the price of Ultra was a 

“martyred city” with over 550 civilians dead and another 860 seriously wounded with no place to 

call home.
31

 

William Stevenson’s interpretation of the Coventry raid is far less detailed than that of 

Cave, but no less certain in its declaration that Churchill knew of the attack prior to its 

occurrence. Stevenson’s book, A Man Called Intrepid is a biography of William Stephenson (of 

no relation) who was in fact, an operative by the code name “Intrepid”, and served in many 

capacities during the war from covert operations to liaison work with their American allies.  

Stevenson’s account of Coventry makes no mention of a specific date when Churchill 

became aware of the attack on Coventry, but it does mention that the name came through in 

plane text. Stevenson also makes the claim that “the name of the target [Coventry] was in 
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Churchill’s hands within minutes of Hitler’s decision.”
32

 He too claims that Churchill did not 

warn Coventry in order to protect Ultra.  

In comparison to the rather brief discussion given by Stevenson, David Stafford, a retired 

member of the British Diplomatic Service, spends considerably more time discussing Coventry 

and comes to the conclusion that the Churchill sacrificing Coventry is a myth.
33

 While he does 

acknowledge that Coventry was identified as the primary target a few hours before the raid 

began, owing to the radio detection systems, he argues that standard defenses had already been 

activated.
34

 Additionally, adding to his argument that Coventry was not deliberately sacrificed, 

Stafford argues that intelligence identifying Coventry as the target never reached Churchill, or if 

it did, it was not conclusive enough to convince Churchill that London would not also be 

attacked.
35

 

Perhaps the longest discussion of Coventry is provided by a man who directly benefited 

from the information Ultra was able to produce in relation to military ground operations. Ronald 

Lewin served with the Eighth Army as an artillery office in campaigns in northern Africa and in 

France, where he took part in the Normandy invasion; he has since published several books on 

military and political leaders.
36

 In his book Ultra Goes to War: The First Account of World War 

II’s Greatest Secret Based on Official Documents, Lewin states: “Coventry…has been twice 

crucified: once by the German air force, and once by those who have spread a disturbing legend 

that the slaughter of it citizens during the raid of 14 November 1940 was a sacrifice…”.
37
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Following this statement, Lewin seeks to prove that Coventry was not sacrificed by making 

several arguments. 

His first argument is that the November 11 intercept from Ultra relaying information 

about three potentially new targets was not a surprise as Jones has been identifying changes in 

Luftwaffe radio signals and making general observations about a change in Luftwaffe habits. 

Additionally, he points to a change in directions given by Luftwaffe command—normally, the 

instructions for setting beam targets were given to the second, but those in the November 11 

intercept were given to the minute, suggesting that precision was being replaced by a higher 

quantity of explosives and a general desire for destruction.
38

 

Lewin’s second argument focuses on a level of human error seen in the interpretation of 

information from the intercepts. He points out that the message indicated the night of the full 

moon, which analysts took to mean the night of 15 November, when in fact, the full moon rose 

in the early morning hours of 15 November, or the night of 14 November. He also mentions a 

failure of analysts to understand the meaning of the word “KORN” in the message, and the 

failure of many to pay attention to the information given by the German prisoner of war who 

identified Coventry and Birmingham as targets.
39

 

Finally Lewin points to the movements of Churchill himself to indicate that he did not 

sacrifice Coventry. Churchill was getting ready to leave London to spend time at the home of his 

friend, Ronald Tree, in Ditchley Park; in fact, he was already in his car when information was 

handed to him that changed his mind. It is not known for certain what that information was, but it 

prompted him to tell his secretary staff to spend the night in the bunker of No. 10 Downing 

Street. Lewin assumes that only information indicating an attack on London would prompt 
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Churchill to cancel his plans as he felt a duty to be in the city when it was attacked.
40

  It should 

be noted that this method of hand-delivered information directly contradicts Winterbotham’s 

account of him calling Churchill’s staff.   

In addition to these accounts of the Coventry raid, two additional sources should also be 

addressed. The first is Churchill’s official history of the Second World War. Published before the 

publication ban on Ultra was lifted, it makes no reference to any British intelligence program, 

and Churchill has remarkably little to say about the raid on Coventry itself. What he does say is 

limited to one paragraph and is mostly used as an example of the change in Luftwaffe tactics. He 

does give some detail about the amount of explosives used and the number of casualties, but he 

quickly moves on to discussing other events of the Blitz.
41

 

The second source that should be considered is the published diary of John Colville, who 

served as private secretary to Churchill during most of the war.
42

 He published his diary in the 

1980s, omitting what he called “trivial entries” but leaving in entries that help establish the 

atmosphere of the time. Within his diary, there are three entries which are of importance to this 

discussion. The first is the entry from 11 November, which is the date that is most commonly 

said to be when the Ultra intercept is decrypted. In this entry, he makes no reference to any sort 

of unusual activity, behaviour, or documentation in relation to Churchill.
43

 The second entry that 

is important is the entry from 14 November, which contains a few pieces of information. He 

makes note of Churchill’s cancelled plans to go to Ditchely Park, and of Churchill’s insistence 

that he sleep in the bunker that night. This entry also acknowledges that Churchill, along with 
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most of his senior defence and military staff spend the morning at Neville Chamberlain’s 

funeral—a fact that is omitted from many other sources.
44

 The final entry that is of interests is 

that from 15 November, in which he makes note of the “violent bombardment” that Coventry 

endured while London had a peaceful night. He then continues on with details from the rest of 

his day.
45

 

THE FINAL VERDICT  

 From the accounts published above, it is clear why Coventry as continued to a topic hotly 

discussed by many, and not just academics. It is an intriguing story with multiple facets to 

consider but amid all the stories, can the truth really be found? The answer is a resounding no—

there are too many variables that cannot be verified, and with many of those involved in Ultra 

and Churchill’s staff having passed away, it seems unlikely that any new material will come 

forth. Additionally, there are pieces of documentation, such as the call logs of No. 10 Downing 

Street, which disappeared after the war, and have not been seen since. Being able to analyse the 

call logs would help settle the dispute of whether or not Winterbotham called Churchill’s, as 

none of his secretaries remember taking the call.
46

 Another piece of documentation that has 

never been seen by the public is the folio that Churchill received just as he was leaving Downing 

Street. This document may not have survived the war, as nobody knows what Churchill did with 

the papers he received from Ultra daily. But if the document did survive, and has simply not be 

found or released, it could hold the final answer as to whether or not Churchill knew. In the same 

vein, Churchill’s official history was published before Ultra became public knowledge and he 

died before the publication ban was ever lifted. During his life, he never had the ability to discuss 
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his “golden eggs” with the public.
 47

 If he had, there can be no telling what he might have 

revealed.  

 Furthermore, it needs to be noted that many of the accounts that chronicle the events of 

the Coventry raid are first-hand accounts, and did not make use of footnotes or references.
48

 The 

reader has reason to question the validity of these men’s accounts, especially since they all 

presented different accounts of what happened, and they all three cannot be right. The disparity 

between the accounts of Jones, Winterbotham, and Calvocoressi had a direct influence on the 

secondary accounts published as they were the foremost books published on Ultra at the time. 

Authors like Cave Brown, Stafford, and Lewin drew liberally from these sources, and in some 

cases, used some elements of one man’s account while ignoring others. The reader is therefore 

also justified in questioning the soundness of their arguments.   

 Given all the unknown information, the multiple and contradictory accounts of the events 

leading up to 14 November, and the unlikelihood that new documentation will come to light or 

Churchill will re-incarnate to give a definitive answer, the truth about Coventry will remain 

unknown. However, historians will continue to try and find an answer, but that raises the 

question why? Why does it matter if Coventry was sacrificed? The answer is two-fold, with one 

answer being more practical in nature and the other more sentimental.  

 The truth about Coventry matters because if it was sacrificed, this drastically changes the 

way in which people consider Churchill. If he was willing to sacrifice hundreds of civilians to 

protect one program, it raises the question if he was morally any better than his German 

counterparts. This is not to suggest that Churchill’s actions can be or should be compared to 
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those of Hitler during his extermination campaigns, but the question still remains—was he 

morally and ethically right in his actions? This question gives rise to a series of others that circle 

around the effectiveness of Ultra, as many have argued that without the intelligence produced by 

Ultra, Britain might not have survived the Battle of Britain, and the war might have unfolded 

very differently. Inevitably, it becomes an ethical debate about sacrificing the few to save the 

many. These types of questions enter rely almost exclusively on speculation—a dangerous field 

for historians, but they are all questions that drive historians to find the truth about Coventry. 

 There is a second reason discerning the truth about Coventry matters, and it is where this 

discussion will end. Over five hundred individuals lost their lives in the Coventry raid, and 

another eight hundred were severely wounded. The destruction was so great that the term 

“Coventrated” was coined to describe similar cities that sustained damages from aerial attack.
49

 

There was not one citizen of Coventry who did not feel the impact of the German raid on the 

city, and those citizens who died, along with those who were left to rebuild, should be 

remembered. Innocent people lost their lives on the night of 14 November 1940, and if their lives 

where sacrificed because of one man’s infinity for secret intelligence, the burden of 

remembrance is even greater as they go from civilian casualties to victims—victims of the 

mentality of “victory at all costs”.
50

 Finding out the truth means that those who died and those 

who lived on with the memories can finally have some closure, and this is why Coventry matters.  

 

“The truth is incontrovertible, malice may attack it, ignorance may deride it, but in 

the end, there it is.”—Winston Churchill  
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“Reclamation: Comprehensive Land Claims and their Success in Canada”  

  ~Bobby Cole  

 

 

The relationship between Canada's First Nations and colonial governments, both 

provincial and federal, has been historically tense. Central to the tension between them is the 

Indian Act that currently maintains the reserve system. The occupation of land, consequently, is 

an incredibly sensitive topic between both parties. Land claims, the negotiation of land 

occupancy, is therefore a key issue in defining the relationship between First Nations and 

Canada's governing bodies. By extension, the results and ease with which land claims are settled 

are indicative of how effectively the two parties relate to one another, and how their relationship 

is developing over time. 

 The Supreme Court of Canada has taken an increasingly sensitive, positive stance on the 

matter of Aboriginal land claims over the last forty years, evidenced by their substantial 

settlement decisions. The verdicts of the Supreme Court have superseded less receptive 

provincial court decisions and facilitated discourse for potential positive change in the Canadian 

legal system. Change is most clearly demonstrated by the Supreme Court decision on the case of 

Tsilhqot'in First Nation v. British Columbia (2014).
1
 There are currently more than 100 

Comprehensive land claims and self-government amendments being negotiated across Canada,
2
 

and this decision stands to affect them all due to the gravity of the unanimous court decision, 

which substantiates precedents set by previous cases. The primary land claims issues dealt with 
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by this case study are self-government, first achieved by the James Bay Cree;
3
 Aboriginal Title, 

originally dealt with in the Nisga'a
4
 and Delgamuukw settlements;

5
 and environmental policy, 

most clearly seen in the Sahtu Dene settlement.
6
 Moreover, the all-encompassing settlement 

between the Inuit and federal Government of Canada that led to the creation of Nunavut also 

represents considerable success for Aboriginal land claims.
7
 The Supreme Court decision on 

Tsilhqot'in v. British Columbia (2014) was the culmination of several precedents set by 

provincial and federal courts, without which it could not have succeeded. Cases contributing to 

the 2014 decision include the Nisga'a of British Columbia (1973), the James Bay Cree (1975), 

the Dene of the Mackenzie Valley (1993), the Inuit (1993), and the Delgamuukw case in British 

Columbia (1997). This series of landmark cases exhibit two notable trends that exemplify the 

positive change for Aboriginal communities in land claims settlements, an increase in land mass 

returned to them and a steady increase in environmental policy.  

Legal and Historical Context 

 The land claims settlement process hinges on three principle arguments on the side of 

Aboriginal communities: self-government, Aboriginal Rights, and Aboriginal Title. It is 

worthwhile to define these terms in order to better contextualize the following case studies, along 

with the two separate types of claims pursued in Canada: Treatied claims and Comprehensive 

claims. 
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 Self-government has been a significant component in the debate over land claims in the 

last forty years. Many Aboriginal communities seek self-governance as a part of their claim 

negotiations. They maintain that they exist as distinct political entities and therefore need social, 

cultural, and economic control over their people.
8
 This appeared to be an impossible reality 

before landmark settlements like those of the Cree and Nisga'a. However, several Aboriginal 

communities have achieved limited sovereignty and governance, paving the way for further 

sovereignty in land claims. In the year 2000, in light of the aforementioned cases, British 

Columbia ruled that self-government was an Aboriginal Right, though it was still subject to 

provincial and federal law.
9
 Recognition of self-government as an Aboriginal Right suggests a 

positive change in the government's perspective on Aboriginal people because they have 

classified them as fit to govern themselves; whereas, at the beginning of the government-

Aboriginal relationship, they were perceived as "primitive." 

 Aboriginal Rights are rights specifically attributed to people holding Aboriginal status in 

Canada. Groups holding Aboriginal status include the First Nations "who historically lived in 

North America...below the Arctic,"
10

 the Inuit who "historically lived along the coastal edge and 

on the islands of Canada’s far north,"
11

 and the Métis who "descend from the historical joining of 

First Nations members and Europeans."
12

 Aboriginal Rights span all areas of human life, 

ensuring that Aboriginal peoples have fundamental rights to uphold their traditional practices.
13

 

Some widely recognized examples include rights to fishing and hunting on designated land. 
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Lesser-recognized rights include the use and occupancy of land and access to its natural 

resources; this is known as Aboriginal Title, and has become part of the core of the progress in 

the land claims movement. Aboriginal Rights, including Aboriginal Title, may only be 

extinguished by the federal Government of Canada by two means: through "undeniably implicit 

legislation before 1982"
14

 or through the establishment of a treaty with a specific Aboriginal 

community that otherwise specifies a set of Aboriginal Rights on designated land.
15

 

 Aboriginal Title has become a highly politically charged matter. Aboriginal Title is the 

"entitlement to occupy, use, and enjoy land and all of its resources."
16

 It goes beyond other 

Aboriginal Rights, which deal with land uses, such as hunting, and extends to actual communal 

ownership, by a specific Aboriginal community, of a specified segment of land. The implications 

of land settlements converting portions of Crown lands into Aboriginal lands are often 

misunderstood or explosively opposed. Some interviewed citizens of British Columbia believed 

that Aboriginal people will either prevent development and return land to an undeveloped state, 

or abuse the land for profit.
17

 James Gosnell, the Nisga'a Tribal Council Chairman, representing 

his people in 1984 said, "Aboriginal title is the start point for negotiations. Exclusive ownership 

of BC will obviously not be the end point of the negotiations. We want an agreement that will 

finally recognize our laws and system of government, and in return we will recognize yours."
18

 

His statement characterizes the repeatedly articulated position of many Aboriginal communities. 

They seek a mutual understanding, and the title to all, and in some cases portions, of their 

traditionally used lands. 
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 The differences between the two primary types of claims filed against the government, 

Treatied claims and Comprehensive claims, matter.  Treatied claims are those claims associated 

with a treaty already established between an Aboriginal community and the federal government, 

whereas, Comprehensive land claims are made in the absence of a treaty. Comprehensive claims 

are somewhat more challenging to negotiate and mark a significant shift in the settlement process 

because they are "based on the assertion of continuing Aboriginal rights and title that have not 

been dealt with by treaty or other legal means."
19

 Due to the establishment of treaties with most 

Aboriginal communities, spanning Canada from the East Coast to the West, opportunity for 

Comprehensive land claims is almost exclusively limited to British Columbia and the territories 

of the North. The first Comprehensive claim was negotiated by the Cree of James Bay, Quebec.
20

 

The prioritization of Comprehensive claims, in legislature, has expanded considerably since their 

inception with the closing of the Calder (Nisga'a) case in 1973. Federal Policy was amended in 

1993 to state that the goal of Comprehensive claims was to "negotiate modern treaties which 

provide clear, certain and long-lasting definition of rights to land and resources, [exchanging] 

undefined Aboriginal Rights for a clearly defined package of rights and benefits codified in 

constitutionally protected settlement agreements"
21

 that "cannot be altered without the 

concurrence of the claimant group."
22

 

 British Columbia is home to most of the Comprehensive land claims in Canada. The 

province’s history helps to define the province's relationship to its Aboriginal communities and 

contextualize their lack of established treaties, as well as the difficulties in assessing their 
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Aboriginal Rights. James Douglas, the colonial governor of British Columbia throughout the 

1850s, endeavoured to set aside a minimum of ten acres per family in order to create sizable 

reserves for the Aboriginal communities to occupy in the area to be British Columbia. He was 

also receptive to families' selection of their land.
23

 Douglas' sympathetic perspective on 

Aboriginal people may have been the result of his mixed race heritage, his father being a 

Scotsman and his mother a "free colored woman."
24

 Before the establishment of these roughly 

defined treaties, Douglas retired, and a much less sympathetic Joseph Trutch replaced him in 

1871. Trutch immediately denied Aboriginal Rights and Title, shrunk drafted reserves, and 

widely declared Aboriginal people to be savages.
25

 As a result of his ignorant and negative 

opinion of Aboriginal communities, he did not seek formal treaties with them and instead placed 

them on reserves, ignoring them in favour of developing land. Trutch's assumed dominion over 

Aboriginal lands disseminated into a general understanding by the newly established system of 

governance, that from that point on that the Aboriginal people of British Columbia were subject 

to the terms of the Royal Proclamation (1873) and Indian Act (1876), which governed 

Aboriginal affairs and reserves. Thus, land settlements went largely unaddressed until the latter 

half of the twentieth century. After the aforementioned landmark cases, in 1993, the British 

Columbia Treaty Commission was established to facilitate treaty negotiations in the province.
26

 

 The Indian Act is the central piece of legislation that deals with Aboriginal people and 

outlines the current Aboriginal Status and reserve systems. This law, which governs assessment 

and land allocation, states that "those whose forbearers had signed treaties... were registered with 
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the federal government and acquired certain rights and privileges."
27

 While this was the case, 

"until the postwar reform, the Indian Act specified that the Indian was 'not a person.' Barred from 

the polling station, from the banks, and from the bars, he was comparable in status to a minor."
28

 

Since the time of the enactment of the Indian Act, there has been a considerable, positive change 

in the eyes of Canadian governing bodies and in the Canadian legal system. The divergence from 

the historical, negative conception of Aboriginal people in Canada lends greatly to the issue of 

land claims settlement. 

 An amendment to the Indian Act, in place from 1927-1951, and the White Paper 

legislation of 1969 are two of the most historically detrimental political happenings to the 

relationship between the Canadian provincial and federal governments and the Aboriginal 

community. In the early twentieth century, Aboriginal communities were making an effort to 

organize politically and establish their voice on a national stage. The Nisga'a were one of the 

earliest Native groups to organize themselves within Western politics. This activism resulted in 

an amendment to the Indian Act in 1927, which stated that no Aboriginal group could raise funds 

for "claim-related activities without the government's consent."
29

 This proved significantly 

detrimental to Aboriginal peoples' ability to voice their concerns and opinions on the matter of 

land claims and treaties, consequently souring their relationship with the Canadian government.  

 The White Paper, a bill brought forward in 1969 by Prime Minister, Pierre Trudeau, and 

Minister of Indian Affairs, Jean Chrétien, was another significant political move by the Canadian 

federal government that had a detrimental impact on the relationship between the federal 

Government of Canada and Aboriginal communities. The White Paper was a bill intended to 
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dissolve the reserve and treaty system, essentially repealing the Indian Act, in an effort to 

integrate Aboriginal people into the larger Canadian society.
30

 It was marketed by Trudeau as an 

attempt to establish all Aboriginal people as entitled Canadian citizens, and was well received by 

the House of Commons; however, the Aboriginal community, almost in its entirety, rejected the 

bill. Aboriginal people feared a total loss of rights after only qualifying for certain rights under 

the Indian Act. In response, the Hawthorne Report, containing recommendations for amendments 

to the Indian Act to make it more functional for Aboriginal people, was cited as evidence in 

favour of an alternative to which the Aboriginal community was receptive.
31

 The Hawthorne 

Report was the culmination of a study conducted in order to assess the needs of Aboriginal 

peoples in Canada.
32

 

The Nisga'a (Nishga) or Calder v. British Columbia 

 The Nisga'a filed a land claim on September 27, 1967 in an effort to restore their former 

land to its rightful occupiers.
33

 Frank Calder, who was the primary claimant on the case, was 

among the most prolific of the Nisga'a leaders. As a representative at the House of Commons 

Committee on Indian Affairs meeting, he articulated the position of the Aboriginal communities 

of British Columbia:  

It appears to us that we are in a separate category. When B.C., in 1871, joined 

Confederation, the Indians automatically came under a treaty, which was already in 

existence in 1869 in Canada. In other words, the Indians in B.C. took no part, nor 

were they ever consulted into what entered into the Indian Act. As far as we are 

concerned, there has been no major connection, no treaties, and we contend that our 

aboriginal rights must be considered in the discussions and deliberations in regard to 

land in British Columbia. We contend that we definitely are entitled to all land that 
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we formerly held... we are not after the taking back of the land and then being rulers 

over it. We know we will never get it back. It is well settled now. We only want our 

title recognized and compensation paid.
34

 

 

This sentiment was shared not only by the entire Nisga'a community, but by most of the 

communities in British Columbia who were in the same position. 

 The Nisga'a's claim was based on the fact that they had never signed a treaty, and 

therefore the land had never been ceded or purchased from them. They argued that the land, even 

under Canadian law, ought still to belong to their community. This argument was to lay the 

framework for all Comprehensive claims. In response to a claim that Aboriginal communities 

had no conception of property, the Nisga'a stated that they demonstrated ownership through the 

occupation of chiefs, cultural sites, and social recognition rather than tangible deeds, as in Euro-

Canadian tradition.
35

 The claims of the Nisga'a were firmly denied by Judge Gould, who stated 

that any rights that may have been held were "firmly and totally extinguished"
36

 at the time of the 

Royal Proclamation in 1873. Their appeal to the Court of British Columbia also failed in May of 

1970.
37

  

 The Nisga'a appeal at the Supreme Court of Canada appeared to be capable of garnering 

more success. In the final ruling on Calder v. Governor General of British Columbia it was 

decided that, while all seven Supreme Court Justices recognised the existence of some form of 

Aboriginal Title to land, only three ruled in favour of the Nisga'a claim. Three judges opposed 

the claim, and the seventh abstained.
38

 Therefore, their terms were not met and the case was 

closed. The success of the case for Aboriginal communities was in the precedent it set for future 
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land claims because the "Court recognized aboriginal title as a legal right derived from the 

Indians' historic occupation and possession of their tribal lands."
39

 

 The recognition of Aboriginal Title in the Nisga'a case also led the way for reform in the 

treaty making process because this recognition meant that other Aboriginal communities without 

treaties could file claims and hope for success. Their case was the catalyst for the establishment 

of the dual-claims system, comprised of Treatied and Comprehensive claims. Proof of 

occupation since "time immemorial"
40

 became the only requirement for land claims, and to 

facilitate the legitimacy of these claims the Federal government gave Aboriginal communities 

grants to conduct research. Recognition that colonial power did not originally recognize and 

afford rights to all Aboriginal communities marked major progress. 

 Following the decision by the Supreme Court, Prime Minister Trudeau and Minister of 

Indian Affairs Jean Chrétien, whom had filed the White Paper in 1969, met with Calder in order 

to express the federal Government of Canada's newfound stance on Aboriginal land claims.
41

 

Before the ruling, Prime Minister Trudeau stated that recognizing and endorsing Aboriginal 

claims would only lead to requests for compensation from every other group in Canada.
42

 

Instead, Trudeau and Chrétien wanted to ensure Calder knew that they were willing to "deal with 

claims related to the loss of traditional use and occupancy of lands where Native title has never 

been extinguished by treaty or superseded by law."
43

 The Federal Government became an 

advocate of Aboriginal communities filing land claims without a related treaty, if only to save 

face in light of the Supreme Court decision. The change of heart in the Government of Canada 
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was the only element necessary to successfully begin filing Comprehensive land claims. Without 

the recognition of these rights, little development could take place in land claims settlements, and 

all other cases examined could not have been filed. 

 

 

The James Bay Cree or the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement 

 The James Bay Cree and Inuit of Northern Quebec began their land claims negotiations 

in November 1973, initiated by the provincial government of Quebec, and the federal 

government.
44

 Cree use of their traditional lands inhibited the progress of a major hydroelectric 

dam that stood to flood a considerable area surrounding the river, contracted by the James Bay 

Development Corporation. Entering the settlement process, the goal of the Cree was to "mitigate 

the impact of development on their respective populations by securing recognition and protection 

of certain rights and benefits, including certain governance rights."
45

 This resulted in the 1975 

signing of the James Bay and Northern Québec Agreement (JBNQA), which was Canada's first 

Comprehensive land claim under proper legislation. In the Agreement, the "Crees ceded, 

released and surrendered  'all their Native claims, rights, titles and interests ... in and to the land 

in the Territory and in Québec' in exchange for defined rights and benefits."
46

 Thus, although 

they forfeited much of their land, which has historically been a goal of First Nations 

communities filing claims, they retained some important rights to self-government and delivery 

of social services, in turn setting an entirely different precedent. The function of the JBNQA was 

not to acquire land, but earn well deserved recognition for First Nations rights to self-
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government. This Agreement ultimately helped empower Aboriginal people to further advocate 

for self-government within the Aboriginal land claims process. 

 The Cree-Naskapi (of Quebec) Act (1984) gave the Cree the self-government power they 

were promised in the JBNQA. It allowed them to exercise powers of local government, including 

powers of taxation, environmental protection, and public order and safety, among others. In 

addition to these powers, the Canadian government established a land management system in 

order to ensure land was used accordingly.
47

 Due to the agency afforded to them, the Cree 

became an example of the ability of First Nations to self govern; which supported future land 

claims arguments. The court’s decision to recognize self-government rights for the Cree 

contributed to the fight for self-government rights in all land claims settlements, and ultimately 

supported the development of policy recognizing self-government as an Aboriginal Right in 

British Columbia, in 1999. As a result of this legislation, land occupation and government 

consultation were the only matters targeted during negotiations in the Tsilhqot'in Nation 

settlement, as self-government was already guaranteed. 

 The Cree case also saw to the inclusion of a plan of implementation and a "dispute 

resolution mechanism"
48

 in future land claims, as the "decades since [the Agreement's] 

ratification have been marked by chronic Cree grievances related to implementation."
49

 Although 

the Cree now suffer for the details absent in their agreement, their outcome encouraged future 

land claims to avoid the same situation by including sections on implementation and dispute 

resolution.  

                                                 
47

 Hurley, Bill C-28, 2. 
48

 Ibid, 4. 
49

 Ibid. 



TimePieces Vol. 16 

107 

 

The Mackenzie Valley Dene or Sahtu Dene and Métis Comprehensive Land Claim 

Agreement 

 The Sahtu Dene and Métis Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement was signed in 

September of 1993 by all parties involved, including the chiefs of the Sahtu Dene and Métis, and 

territorial and federal governments.
50

 This settlement confirmed the ownership of the Sahtu Dene 

and Métis to 39,624 km
2
, including subsurface rights to 1,813 km

2
.
51

 As a result of this 

multifaceted comprehensive settlement, the Sahtu Dene were to be involved in land use 

planning, maintain exclusive rights to hunting and fishing, share the revenue from resource 

development, and be consulted on all matters of potential environmental impact.
52

 In addition to 

this, "the Government of Canada agreed to negotiate community self-government agreements 

with the Dene..."
53

 The Sahtu Dene and Métis Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement included 

successful elements of Aboriginal Title, Aboriginal Rights, and self-government.   

 The Sahtu Dene settlement also established a co-management board between the Dene, 

Métis, and the government to share decision-making power. The board is a federal body and 

consequently contributes to a much larger environmental policy reform than in any singular 

provincial or territorial body.
54

 The board has significant influence on matters of environmental 

impact but it does not have the full authority to halt a development project on its own. The 

establishment of a collaborative board between First Nations and government officials marks an 

important step forward in the building of a closer relationship between parties involved in land 

claims.  
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The Inuit and the Creation of Nunavut 

 In the case of the Inuit of what is now Nunavut, the land claims process has been a very 

recent endeavour. A significant Euro-Canadian presence did not appear in the North until after 

the Second World War due most notably to the interest in the exploitation of natural resources.
55

 

Over the 1980s the land claims settlement process began. The Inuit were incredibly resilient for 

the entirety of the colonization process, having worked in mining communities and experienced 

formal litigation processes in employment condition cases.
56

 They sought environmental 

assessments on the land, as well as consultation on environmental projects. The Inuit litigation 

strategy, much like the Dene and the future Tsilhqot'in claim, was to integrate development 

policy demands alongside property rights and management. The representative body of the Inuit, 

the Tungavik Federation of Nunavut, prioritized a non-federal alternative to the Mackenzie 

Valley Environmental Assessment Review Board (MVIERP), originally instated by the 

settlement of the Dene. In response, the negotiating parties established the Nunavut Impact 

Review Board (NIRP) and the Environment Assessment Review Panel (EARP).
57

 The 

Agreement mandated that the Inuit and the Government of Canada had to use co-management 

(or collaborative management) to address some environmental issues in the area of negotiation.
58

 

Another progressive environmental aspect to the Nunavut settlement was the stipulation that the 

Inuit would have land rights both on and below the surface of the Earth. This clause enabled the 

Inuit to prevent mining and use the land how they saw fit.
59

 The enactment of the Nunavut Land 

                                                 
55

 Thomas R. Berger, Nunavut Land Claims Agreement Implementation Contract Negotiations for the Second 

Planning Period 2003-2013 - Conciliator's Final Report (Ottawa, Indian and Northern Affairs, 2006), 7. 
56

 Robert McPherson, New Owners in their own Land: Minerals and Inuit Land Claims (Calgary, University of 

Calgary Press, 2003), 1-10. 
57

 Berger, Nunavut, 8. 
58

 Derek Armitage, Adaptive Co-Management: Collaboration, Learning, and Multi-Level  

Governance (Vancouver, UBC Press, 2007), 62-3. 
59

 Donald Purich, the Inuit and Their Land: The Story of Nunavut (Toronto, James Lorimer & Company, 1992), 136. 



TimePieces Vol. 16 

109 

 

Claims Agreement created considerable environmental policy, proving an increased Euro-

Canadian willingness to understand and integrate the values and priorities of the First Nations 

people. 

 The final land claims settlement among the Inuit of Nunavut on May 25, 1993, was the 

largest of the four land claims settlements made with the Inuit. They retained nearly thirty-four 

per cent of their landmass, which is among the most significant retention rates in Canadian land 

claims history.
 60

 During the final negotiation process between the Canadian Government and 

Inuit, the Inuit also pressured the government to complete their northern Green Plan, which 

constituted the formation of five National Parks in Nunavut in the interest of preserving the land 

and wildlife.
61

  

 

The Gitxsan and Wet'suwet'en or Delgamuukw v. British Columbia 

 The Gitxsan and Wet'suwet'en (hereafter collectively referred to as Delgamuukw) were 

two First Nations communities that filed a claim against the province of British Columbia for 

roughly 35,400 km
2
 of land.

62
 The Delgamuukw case was a comprehensive land claim like the 

Nisga'a because no part of the land was ceded or purchased. The Delgamuukw made a similar 

argument to the Nisga'a, which almost earned them their deserved recognition, sought after by 

Calder.
63

 After both the provincial court and the provincial court of appeal rejected their claim, 

the Delgamuukw took their case to the Supreme Court of Canada in 1997.
64

 The Delgamuukw 

appeal process at the Supreme Court level was "one of the longest and most complex in 
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Canadian history, requiring 318 days for presentation of the evidence and an additional 56 days 

for legal argument."
65

 The resources, both temporal and financial, poured into the Delgamuukw 

appeal demonstrates its worth to all parties involved. The Supreme Court's decision, issued 

December 11, 1997,
66

 established important precedent by defining Aboriginal Title, and creating 

an internal review process for land claims settlements. 

 The Delgamuukw decision more clearly defined what "Aboriginal Title" was, furthering 

the progress made by the proving of its existence in the Nisga'a case. Judges Lamer, McLachlin, 

and Major gave a concise definition of Aboriginal Title: "Aboriginal title encompasses the right 

to exclusive use and occupation of the land held pursuant to that title for a variety of purposes, 

which need not be aspects of those aboriginal practices, customs and traditions which are integral 

to distinctive aboriginal cultures.  The protected uses must not be irreconcilable with the nature 

of the group’s attachment to that land."
67

 Other concessions included that Aboriginal Title is 

"inalienable and cannot be transferred, sold or surrendered to anyone other than the Crown"
68

 

and that it is "held communally."
69

 The only condition beyond proof of occupation before the 

point of contact was that occupation was required to have been exclusive to the Aboriginal 

community making the claim.
70

 In addition, a tri-partite review process was established in order 

to ensure that future land claims settlement cases were "made consistent with the principles laid 

down in the [Delgamuukw] decision."
71

 

 The Supreme Court of Canada also legitimized oral testimony during this case. 

Aboriginal people from the communities were able to offer their stories of life on the land passed 
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down through generations in order to help prove their occupation of the territory.
72

 This was the 

first time the court recognized the paradoxical nature of the land claims process, in that 

Aboriginal people were forced to abide by procedures formulated by their oppressors to reclaim 

land they believed to still be theirs. In light of this, the Supreme Court allowed the First Nations 

to represent themselves according to their own laws. This resulted in a series of oral 

presentations from the chiefs of all areas under negotiation, on their land use and history. This 

empathetic approach was the cause of the extensive length of the trial, and represents a turning 

point in the perspective of the Supreme Court of Canada.
73

 This component of the case also sets 

a precedent for the worth of Aboriginal histories and oral testimony in land claims negotiations, 

making argumentation more accessible to Aboriginal communities. 

The Tsilhqot'in or Tsilhqot'in Nation v. British Columbia 

 The Tsilhqot'in First Nation filed a land claim in 1998, amending claim made in 1983 by 

a smaller contingent of their kin. Although litigators proved Aboriginal Title litigators using 

government endorsed testing laid out in the Sahtu Dene and Métis Comprehensive Land Claim 

Agreement, their claim was denied. Consequently, they took their case through the provincial 

appeals court, to the Supreme Court of Canada on November 7, 2013.
74

 The Tsilhqot'in 

settlement made in June 2014, is characteristic of progress primarily because it sets two 

precedents, and is such a considerable land mass. The first precedent is that of Aboriginal Title: 

"this ruling marks the first time the Supreme Court has recognized Aboriginal title to a specific 
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piece of land,"
75

 meaning they have designated the land in question to the Tsilhqot'in to use how 

they will, reap economic benefit from it, and manage it in any way they see fit. The second 

precedent it sets pertains to consultation "all economic projects on traditional Aboriginal territory 

will now require 'consent' as well as consultation before they proceed."
76

 In the case of the 

Tsilhqot'in homeland, two major oil pipeline projects are now jeopardized, since the Tsilhqot'in 

First Nation has the power to decide which types of economic development it sees fit to use the  

land for.
77

 These two precedents mark progressive stages in the relationship between First 

Nations and the Canadian government, despite the fact that rulings and recognition of Aboriginal 

Title will fall to provinces individually, rather than being federally regulated. In their process of 

deliberation on the matter of the Tsilhqot'in claim, the Supreme Court applied Delgamuukw v. 

British Columbia and referred to Calder v. Attorney General of British Columbia in order to 

make an informed decision based on previously set precedents. Delgamuukw is applied in this 

case, ad nauseum, demonstrating the magnitude of its importance to future land claims 

settlements.
78

 

 The precedents set by the Tsilhqot'in decision also firmly define and legitimize a breach 

in the Government of British Columbia's duty to consult before extracting natural resources from 

their land, which was included in the original claim. It was ruled by the Supreme Court of 

Canada that there was a breach in the duty to consult First Nations people because "Crown 

officials engaged in the planning process for the removal of timber."
79

 This particular precedent, 
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apart from the others, is more tangible and has consequences. It is stated that "governments and 

individuals... can avoid a charge of infringement or failure to adequately consult by obtaining the 

consent of the interested Aboriginal group,"
80

 giving First Nations power when it comes to 

consultation on the matter of resource use on their land, legally confirmed or otherwise claimed. 

Discussion 

 Within the examination of this series of land claims, there is a discernible progression in 

two facets of the settlements. First, there is a trend in the size of the land returned to Aboriginal 

communities. Second, there is a notable trend in environmental consciousness, evidenced by the 

environmental policy and infrastructure implemented as a result of these land claims decisions. 

 Land mass returned to Aboriginal communities has increased with each successive case, 

demonstrating the Government of Canada's greater willingness to compromise and understand 

the Aboriginal perspective on land, facilitated by forward-thinking Supreme Court decisions. 

The James Bay Cree did not receive a large settlement of land in the agreement they signed. This 

was not their goal, as it is in most cases. They sought compensation for their land, safety for the 

environment, and the ability to self govern. The Cree’s terms were met, in exchange for land, and 

they set a different precedent.
81

 The Sahtu Dene in their Final Agreement settled for 39,624 km
2
 

of land with all rights but natural resource access and 1,813 km
2
 with natural resource access.

82
 

Their settlement marked a considerable milestone in landmass in addition to environmental 

policy. This is a notable increase in land returned partially due to the less developed location of 

the Northwest Territories, but it is a victory nonetheless. The Inuit signed the Nunavut Land 

Claims Agreement for 86,060 km
2
 of land, which facilitated the creation of a third territory in 
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Canada. Subsurface and natural resource rights were settled for on 6,010 km
2
 of the total land in 

question.
83

 While this settlement was in another less developed area than the majority of the land 

in the provinces, this still exists as the largest land claims settlement to date, proving an 

exponential increase in the land mass settlement of Aboriginal peoples. The Tsilhqot'in land 

claims settlement for 1,750 km
2
 is significant in this land mass trend because British Columbia is 

a more developed province and it is a considerable tract of land.
84

 This southern shift in the land 

mass trend implies progress because the assertion of Aboriginal Title demonstrates a greater 

importance in justice for Aboriginal people than in natural resource and industrial development. 

 The second trend is one of environmental policy and infrastructure. There is a demand for 

environmental consciousness by Aboriginal communities through the examined land claims 

cases, and they are increasingly met with appropriate policy and infrastructure. The Sahtu Dene 

of the Mackenzie Valley were the first to make a significant demand for environmental 

consciousness that resulted in environmental infrastructure in the form of the Mackenzie Valley 

Environmental Impact Review Board (MVIERP) and the Mackenzie Valley Resource 

Management Act (MVRMA). The MVRMA first established MVIERP and then a series of other 

boards including a water specific governance board.
85

 These boards are also collaborative bodies, 

prompting interaction between Aboriginal peoples and the Government of Canada on 

environmental affairs. The Inuit sought greater environmental consciousness in the Canadian 

Government, and affected environmental affairs outside of their direct negotiations by 

influencing the completion of the federal northern Green Plan, which established five national 
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parks in the North.
86

 The Inuit also demanded an impact review board specific to the newly 

created Nunavut, resulting in further interaction between Aboriginal peoples and the Government 

of Canada on environmental affairs. 

 The Tsilhqot'in land claims settlement marks another progressive decision in the 

environmental consciousness of the Canadian Government, facilitated by the Supreme Court of 

Canada. The Tsilhqot'in decision deals with consultation on land use. The breach in duty to 

consult on the matter of logging on their land led to legislation that obligates any third party 

organization to consult and acquire the consent of Aboriginal peoples holding Title before 

conducting any development project.
87

 British Columbia was in the midst of establishing major 

pipeline projects through the land in question, making this particular stipulation very 

significant.
88

 This legislation clearly demonstrates the ability of the Supreme Court of Canada to 

place the values of Aboriginal peoples and environmental consciousness before natural resource 

development, which forces the federal and provincial Governments of Canada to do the same. 

Conclusions 

 The Tsilhqot'in Supreme Court decision (2014) is the culmination of several precedents 

achieved by Aboriginal communities in previous land claims settlements. The Nisga'a land claim 

(1973) went to the Supreme Court of Canada, and succeeded in both publicizing land claims and 

having Aboriginal Title recognized by the Canadian legal system. This sparked the creation of 

the Comprehensive land claims system. The James Bay Cree (1975) land claim secured 

Aboriginal Rights beyond traditional treaty rights, including the first self-government terms in 

settlement history. The Sahtu Dene case (1993) contributed the precedent of environmental 
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accountability with the enactment of FIERP. The Sahtu Dene case also existed as a 

Comprehensive land claims agreement that incorporated successful elements of self-government, 

Aboriginal Rights, and Aboriginal Title. The Inuit case (1993) also successfully exhibited all 

three of these components in addition to being the largest land mass ever returned by the 

Canadian Government through an Aboriginal land claim. The Delgamuukw case (1999) 

completed the process of defining Aboriginal Title in legislation. This increased the repertoire of 

legal arguments that First Nations groups could draw upon to advance their claims to land and 

resources. Delgamuukw v. British Columbia also legitimized the oral testimony of Aboriginal 

people in court as evidence, widening the range of evidence available for Aboriginal 

communities to draw upon. The ability to use more Aboriginal forms of evidence demonstrates 

the progressively more sympathetic view of the Supreme Court on Aboriginal culture and allows 

more Aboriginal people to be involved in the claims process rather than exclusively lawyers and 

chief negotiators. All of these cases are contributing to the continued discourse on Aboriginal 

law in the Canadian legal system. 

 Land mass increases and progressive environmental policy are also notable trends 

throughout the last 40 years of land claims settlements that have strengthened the resolve and 

evidence of each successive case. The Sahtu Dene successfully acquired 39,624 km
2
 of their 

traditional lands with all rights but natural resource access and 1,813 km
2
 with natural resource 

access. They received the largest settlement for a Comprehensive claim before 1993. In the same 

year, the Inuit claimed an even larger settlement of 86,060 km
2
, nearly doubling the recently set 

land mass record. Both are significant cases in which their original owners, lending to the 

influential trend of increasing claims sizes, reclaimed enormous landmasses. The most recent 

Tsilhqot'in land claims settlement for 1,750 km
2 

comparatively continues this trend because of 
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more extensive development taking place in British Columbia than in the North. There have been 

major accomplishments in land settlements on the periphery of development, and with the 

Tsilhqot'in First Nation, those major settlements have begun to move south. 

 Environmental consciousness also demonstrates a significant shift in the conception of 

land claims over the last forty years. The Sahtu Dene demanded environmental infrastructure, 

which took the form of MVIERP and the MVRMA. These legislative measures prompted greater 

consideration for the environment by the organizations involved and contributed to the 

continuing demands of Aboriginal groups for environmental measures in land claims settlements. 

The Inuit influenced the creation of an environmental review board for Nunavut, and the 

completion of the northern Green Plan by the Government of Canada, creating five national 

parks in the North. The Tsilhqot'in land claims settlement marks another progressive decision in 

the environmental consciousness by the Supreme Court of Canada, prompting change in the 

Canadian Government; a precedent of consultation on environmental affairs. Greater 

environmental consciousness in the Canadian legal and governmental systems fosters 

understanding of Aboriginal cultures and communities, leading to a more amicable negotiations 

process and harmony between involved parties.  

 The case of the Tsilhqot'in First Nation required all elements of previous Comprehensive 

land claims to be successful. It incorporates Aboriginal Title, Aboriginal Rights, and self-

government. The Tsilhqot'in First Nation successfully secured 1,750 km
2
 of land for themselves, 

and set a precedent of consultation on environmental matters. It is a considerable victory for all 

Aboriginal communities who have filed Comprehensive claims and have yet to set a court date. 

As a successful example of all of the preceding precedents, the Tsilhqot'in case stands to impact 

all future land claims cases. Additionally, the strength of the Tsilhqot'in case is bolstered by the 
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many successful Comprehensive land claims settlements that have unfolded since the inception 

of the dual-claims system in 1973, as a result of the Nisga'a case.  
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“‘More Business than he could possibly execute’: Fantasies and Anxieties of Empire in The Isle 

of Java and The Torrid Zone”  

 ~Elizabeth Creelman 

 

 

The plays The Isle of Java, or The Poison Tree and The Torrid Zone were issued 

together by publisher Charles Stocking in 1822. The first play is a drama set in sixteenth-

century Java, while the second is a comedy set in the early nineteenth-century city of Bornou in 

the interior of Africa. Anonymously written but presumably by the same author, the two works 

were rejected by the prestigious Covert-Garden and Drury-Lane theatres in London, and were 

probably never performed.
1 Despite an obvious lack of recognition at (and ever since) their time 

of publication, the simple fact that they were written is historically significant; they reflect the 

conflicting attitudes towards imperialism, which were present in the minds of the British public 

of the early nineteenth century. After establishing the nature of the popular discourse on empire 

in which The Isle of Java and The Torrid Zone were situated and providing brief summaries of 

the two plays, this paper will discuss the ways in which these anonymous works indulge in 

excitement over exotic foreign locales but also reveal a fundamental anxiety towards the 

implications of empire. Although the traditional meta-narrative depicts the nineteenth-century 

English as universally supportive of the colonial project, the existence of such ambivalent texts 

as The Isle of Java and The Torrid Zone reveals that much more complex public sentiments 

may have been in play during this age of empires. 

                                                 
1
 The Isle of Java, or, The Poison Tree a play [in five acts, and in prose]; and, The torrid zone: a dramatic 

romance [in two acts, and in prose] (London: Charles Stocking, 1922), 3-4. 

http://tinyurl.galegroup.com.proxy.hil.unb.ca/tinyurl/EVTe9. A preface to the play details the author’s rather 

pitiful attempts to submit his works to the Drury-Lane and Covent-Garden theatres. Upon examination of some 

other works issues by the same publishing house, Charles Stocking appears to have been a vanity press for 

decidedly bad works of fiction. 
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Early nineteenth-century popular opinion of imperialism was not universally positive. 

 

Historiography has perhaps failed to adequately stress the anxiety that tempered the British 

public’s enthusiasm for empire. Ruth Watts, for example, describes the early 1800s as having 

been characterized by “a fascination with the unknown and exotic; a scientific curiosity to 

discover, collect, classify and explain; an economic desire to find and exploit; and mixed 

motivations from religious, humanitarian and nationalistic impulses to convert, ‘civilise’ and 

dominate.” Diverse social institutions, from charitable organizations to museums, gardens, and 

zoos, were all invested in the colonial project. Motivations for acceptance of the rise of the 

British Empire ranged from humanitarian visions of bettering the heathens to much less 

altruistic desires of accumulating knowledge and capital from foreign peoples.
2 This latter 

motivation is evoked in The Torrid Zone when the English explorer Albino expresses his wish 

to “enlarge, by [his] discoveries, the sphere of [his] country by new resources.”
3 Aside from 

abolitionist writings, it is difficult to find sources that directly denounce the results of 

imperialism. 

Nonetheless disquietude surrounding imperialism has always been present. Bernard 

Porter mocks the notion that the British “must have been thinking about their Empire even 

when they did not talk or write about it, rather like sex,”
4 arguing instead that “the Empire was 

hardly ever a subject for study in schools” and that the British ruling classes had to put a lot of 

effort into swaying popular opinion in favour of imperialism with propaganda.
5 In “Poetry 

                                                 
2
 Ruth Watts, “Education, empire and social change in nineteenth century England,” 

Paedagogica Historica vol. 45, no. 6 (2009): 773, doi: 10.1080/00309230903407519 
3
 The Isle of Java and the Torrid Zone, 87. 

4
 Bertrand Porter, "WHAT DID THEY KNOW OF EMPIRE?," History Today vol. 54, no. 10 (2004): 42. 

https://login.proxy.hil.unb.ca/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx 

?direct=true&db=hia&AN=14611282&site=ehost-live&scope=site 
5
 Ibid, 43. 
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Against Empire: Milton to Shelley,” Karen O Brien argues that extremely prominent English 

poets such as Milton, Pope, Blake, and Shelley accused empire as being at odds with the 

Christian values of peace and liberty. Some of them condemned or questioned empire even 

before a coherent form of the concept existed.
6 Despite their depictions of foreign locales as 

“other” and thus exotic and interesting, both The Isle of Java and The Torrid Zone fit into the 

longstanding literary tradition of questioning the values of empire, which has, until recently, 

been understated by historians. 

To claim that The Isle of Java and The Torrid Zone belong to an established tradition 

of English literature which questions the values of empire is to imply that the author of these 

two plays as culturally English, or at least British. The plays, however, were written 

anonymously; how can we be sure that the author fits into the abovementioned tradition? We 

know that the author was male, as he refers to himself as such in the preface to the plays.
7  We 

also know that he was a long-time resident of Britain as the advertisement before The Isle of 

Java recalls Erasmus Darwin’s The botanic garden, published in England in 1789 as having 

made “a peculiar impression […] upon the Author’s imagination almost in the days of 

childhood.”
8 We do not, however, know that he was Caucasian or, of European decent. The 

position of the implied author, however, “that source of a work's design and meaning which is 

inferred by readers from the text, and imagined as a personality standing behind the work”
9 is 

clearly that of an Englishman, if only for the benefit of the play’s London-based target 

audience. The plays draw overtly from the works of other British authors, such as the English 

                                                 
6
 Karen O Brien. “Poetry against Empire: Milton to Shelley,” Proceedings of the British Academy, 117 (2002): 269-

96. 
7
 The Isle of Java and the Torrid Zone, 3. 

8
 Ibid, 7-8. 

9
 “implied author.” The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms (3 ed.). April 2014. Oxford University 

Press.http://www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.hil.unb.ca/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20 110803095959435 
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Erasmus Darwin and the Irish Jonathan Swift, deliberately constructing themselves as 

belonging to a distinctly British tradition of literature. Whether the author of the play was in 

fact written by a Caucasian Englishman or a man of African or even Javanese descent is 

irrelevant; they author clearly seeks to position their plays within the literary traditions of the 

white European man, carving out a place to question the values of British imperialism from a 

position of privilege. 

The main plot of The Isle of Java follows a love triangle between a Javanese nobleman 

named Monzaida, the Javanese king’s daughter named Palmira, and a Portuguese nobleman 

and explorer named Alvaranza. The play opens with a tiger hunt being undertaken by the 

Javanese and Portuguese noblemen. They defeat the tiger, Alvaranza having the first blow, 

and return to court. It is revealed that Alvaranza has saved the island from a foreign invasion. 

He has consequently been offered Palmira’s hand in marriage and a claim to the Javanese 

throne. 

Although Palmira is enamoured of Alvaranza, the Portuguese nobleman longs to return 

to his homeland and marry Leonora, whom his father has forbidden him to see. Moreover, 

Palmira was previously offered in marriage to Monzaida, who still loves her but lost her hand 

due to his inability to keep away the abovementioned foreign invaders. Monzaida demands 

that the king respect his previous engagement to Palmira, which angers the king and incurs a 

death penalty upon Monzaida. The only alternative for the doomed nobleman is to undertake a 

visit to the deadly upas tree and use its bark to poison arrows for royal weaponry. If Monzaida 

survives, his death sentence will be lifted. Monzaida ventures out on his quest and succeeds. 

Upon his return, he kidnaps the princess, threatening to kill her with the poisoned arrows, and 

attempts to convince her to choose him over the Portuguese explorer. Alvaranza challenges 

Monzaida to a one-on-one combat and almost defeats him, but Palmira has a change of heart 
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and begs for Monzaida’s life to be spared, declaring that she loves him. Alvaranza receives a 

letter from home, informing him that his father has decided to bless his marriage to Leonora. 

He departs, leaving the future of the isle of Java in the hands of Monzaida. 

Published as an appendage to The Isle of Java, The Torrid Zone is a short comedy 

involving the romantic mishaps of an English explorer named Albino in the African city of 

Bornou. Albino discusses his country of origin at length with a local named Ben Alli. He is 

then introduced to Ben Alli’s nieces, three beautiful sisters. The explorer accidentally becomes 

engaged to the first two, while falling in love with the third. He is saved from having to marry 

the first two sisters by a new law in Bornou, which stipulates that any woman who intends to 

marry must first stand in a cage with hungry lions for an hour. This will verify her virtue, as 

lions have the supernatural power of being able to discern the presence or absence of virginity, 

and do not harm the virgins. As only the youngest daughter is brave enough to undergo the 

test, Albino is allowed to marry the woman of his choice (provided that she survives the lions, 

which is not verified within the play). 

The undeniable silliness of these two plays speaks to their quality as escapist literature. 

 

Both The Isle of Java and The Torrid Zone utilize foreign settings to present worlds that are 

completely “other” and thus fantastic to their nineteenth-century audience. According to 

Matthew Isaac Cohen, the early 1800s saw a “flowering of drama about the Orient on London 

stages” for precisely this reason: the “otherness” of these locales enabled dramatists to excuse 

the most ridiculous of plot devices under the pretext that the author was depicting a far-away 

land.
10 The Isle of Java or The Poison Tree is much like other British dramas about the 

Indonesian island in that it uses the poison tree as a foreboding yet exhilarating metonym for 

                                                 
10

 Matthew Isaac Cohen, “British performances of Java, 1811-1822,” South East Asia Research vol. 17, no.1 (2009): 
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Java itself.
11 The upas, “a fabulous tree alleged to have existed in Java, at some distance from 

Batavia, with properties so poisonous as to destroy all animal and vegetable life to a distance 

of fifteen or sixteen miles around it,” was in fact a largely European invention.
12  Used by 

authors as diverse as Lord Byron and Alexander Pushkin, the upas tree was first described in 

England in a made-up travel account by Dr. Foersch in The London Magazine, 1783. Foersch 

also devised the common plot which sees a criminal escape the death penalty by poisoning an 

arrow with the upas’s bark.
13 Though The Isle of Java adopts Foersch’s poison arrow plot, it is 

unknown whether or not the author had read Foerch’s account is directly. Instead, the 

playwright refers explicitly to another source for the image of the poison tree, which itself was 

adapted from Foersch’s work.
14 The botanic garden, part II by Erasmus Darwin, grandfather 

of Charles Darwin, is acknowledged in the introductory advertisement as “the fiction which 

gives name to the piece.”
15 Thus, The Isle of Java overtly participates in the colonial practice 

of characterizing non-European locales as exotic, wild, and dangerous “others”: places that 

could believably house an upas-tree.  

Likewise, The Torrid Zone is set in a geographical location unknown to Europeans in 

order to allow a blatantly European fantasy to be played out. Like the story of poisoned 

arrows, the idea of lions being used to verify the virginity of prospective brides is stolen from 

European culture – specifically, from a satire by Jonathan Swift. In order to satirize the 
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 “upas, n.” OED Online. March 2014. Oxford University Press. 

http://www.oed.com.proxy.hil.unb.ca/view/Entry/219818?redirectedFrom=upas. 
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 Richard F. Gustafson, “The Upas Tree: Pushkin and Erasmus Darwin,” PMLA vol. 75, no. 
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 Erasmus Darwin, The botanic garden, part II. containing the loves of the plants, a poem. With philosophical notes. 

Volume the second (Lichfield, J. Jackson, 1789), 7-8. 
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licentiousness of his contemporaries, Swift imagined lions being used to this purpose in every  

parish in England.
16 The author of The Torrid Zone acknowledges his debt to Swift and states 

that “to preserve a congruity of manners, the Author judged it expedient to place the scene in 

Africa – Leonum arida nutrix
17 -- amongst an unknown people, with whom such an ordeal 

might really not appear as a caricature of outrageous absurdity.” He also states that the 

discrepancy in behaviours is plausible, as it would arise from the “surprising instances of the 

extraordinary effects of a tropical climate.”
18 In this respect, the authorial decision to set The 

Torrid Zone in Africa does little more than play into British fantasies of empire. 

The contents of both The Isle of Java and The Torrid Zone, however, belie any claim 

that the plays merely feed into colonial daydreams. The Isle of Java particularly stands out as 

unsympathetic towards empire when placed among its immediate peers. At least two other 

dramas concerning Java and the upas tree were written in early nineteenth-century England: 

Jane Scott’s The Poison Tree of 1811 and George Colman the Younger’s The Law of Java of 

1822 have almost identical plotlines to that of the anonymously written The Isle of Java, with 

only minor variations. All three plays employ the narrative of a doomed prisoner saving 

himself by using the upas tree to create poison arrows. However, Scott and Colman’s works 

are more supportive than The Isle of Java of British imperialism. All of the main characters in 

Scott’s The Poison Tree are Javanese. Near the end of the play, the protagonist travels and 

lives in England for a while, taking much enjoyment from British culture.
19 The protagonist of 

                                                 
16

 Jonathan Swift, “Tatler Number V,” in Miscellanies. The eighth volume. By Dr. Swift (London, C. Davis, 1751), 

1-8. http://find.galegroup.com.proxy.hil.unb.ca/ecco/infomark.do?&s 

ource=gale&prodId=ECCO&userGroupName=fred46430&tabID=T001&docId=CW125698368 
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18

 The Isle of Java and the Torrid Zone, 85. 
19

 Cohen, “British performances of Java,” 91-3. 
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Scott’s play clearly lives in an idealized colonial world in which he has benefited from the 

networks of empire; Frank McHugh argues the reason it enjoyed such immense popularity 

was because it “gratified the audience's patriotic impulses.”
20 Colman’s The Law of Java is 

slightly more critical of imperialism. With a plot almost identical to that of The Isle of Java, it 

criticizes the slave trade and the pedantry of travel writers. However, its criticism is aimed 

specifically at the Dutch, who were rivals to the British, especially in Java where the British 

interrupted Dutch rule for five years between 1811 and 1816.
21 The Law of Java’s censure of 

empire is chiefly patriotic; it explores the flaws of the Dutch empire in order to make the 

British equivalent seem heroic in comparison.
22 Thus, Scott’s The Poison tree idealizes 

European empire in general, while Colman’s The Law of Java lauds specifically British 

imperialism. Neither play presents much anxiety towards the British exercise of empire 

building.  

The Isle of Java deals a little more critically with questions of imperialism. Whether 

the play problematizes the value of empire across the board or explores problems of British 

Empire more specifically is unclear; the distinction is contingent mainly on the date when the 

play was written. The 1822 edition gives us two publication dates: that of the current edition 

and that of a supposed earlier publication by a “Mr. Murray” in 1809.
23 This creates a 

problem: if the preface to the play is to be believed, it was written well before the British 

1811-1816 interregnum in Dutch Java. However, the preface may not be reliable; the author 

clearly has ulterior motives in declaring that his play was written prior to 1809. As the much 
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more successful Law of Java was also published in 1822, an initial publication date for The 

Isle of Java in the same year would make the less successful play appear to be copied from the 

more popular source. The author of The Isle of Java acknowledges as much when he declares, 

“nothing is left but to vindicate the claim of originality [of his work], which, being established 

on the basis of dates, must remain unshaken.”
24 The self-interested nature of this assertion 

alone should give the reader reason to doubt the claim that The Isle of Java was composed in 

1809. Moreover, even if the preface is telling the truth, we have no reason to believe that it 

remained unaltered for its 1822 edition. As it is impossible to know whether The Isle of Java 

was written before or after the British interregnum of 1811-1816, the reader is free to view the 

play in either way; each publication date presents a different reading of what Alvaranza 

represents. 

If the play, as we have it in the 1822 edition, was indeed written before 1811, then the 

figure of the European Alvaranza, who solidifies the play’s happy ending by leaving Java in 

peace and returning to Europe, represents a European imperialist whose resignation from 

colonial activities is best for everyone. If the play was written before 1811, it questions the 

value of European empire by presenting the ideal world as one in which the European invader 

ultimately gives up his colonial enterprises and leaves the non-European alone. If the play was 

written after British rule in Java had come to an end in 1816, however, Alvaranza becomes a 

symbol for specifically British rule in Java: he drives out the (Dutch) invaders, stays for a 

while, then hurriedly leaves. This reading projects a more positive view of British 

imperialism; if the play was written after British rule in Java, then it presents Alvaranza, a 

symbol for the British, as a peace-keeping force whose glory lies in intervening between 
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European invaders and colonial subjects, for the best of those who have been colonized. That 

Alvaranza then gives up his peacekeeping mission and returns to Europe is mystifying; though 

the play initially lauds Alvaranza’s expulsion of foreign invaders from Java, it also supports 

his own abandonment of the island. Thus, if The Isle of Java was written after 1816, it 

presents a more complex picture of British imperialism: though it depicts British exploits as 

positive, peace-keeping missions, it also questions the value of sustaining British presence in 

foreign countries for any length of time. 

The tiger chase at the opening of The Isle of Java reinforces the equation of Alvaranza 

with a British force that has invaded but will soon retreat. The tiger-hunting rituals of Java 

were well known to Europeans well before The Isle of Java was written: Portuguese and then 

Dutch settlers had written accounts of tiger slaying since the early 1600s. Men who fought 

valiantly against tigers could be rewarded with positions of leadership within the royal court.
25 

Moreover, the tiger was equated with the European, as both beast and invader were attacking 

forces that the Javanese sought to drive away; this too was known to the European public via 

travel accounts.
26 Thus, if The Isle of Java was in fact written after the British interregnum in 

Java, the tiger hunt at the beginning of the play – led by the Javanese court and Alvaranza, 

their ally – reads as a symbol for British-assisted Javanese resistance to Dutch rule. Since 

Alvaranza is the first one to stab the tiger, he is equated with the British invaders, who drove 

away the Dutch. Thus, the tiger hunt at the beginning of The Isle of Java both appropriates 

Javanese customs in order to convey the terrors of European invasion and presents the British 

as intermediaries in European-Javanese conflicts. That Alvaranza chooses to return to Europe 
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at the end of the play reads as a warning to the British not to overstay their welcome after 

intervening in other countries. 

Although Alvaranza opts not to stay in Java, Albino in The Torrid Zone accepts the 

offer to marry Zelinda and remain in Bornou. Nonetheless, the Englishman’s decision to settle 

in Africa is problematized within the play. The slave girl Pemba expresses the nearby Albino’s 

longing for his homeland when she sings, “Return, my love, and tempt no more/ The dangers 

of a distant shore.”
27 Moreover, although Albino’s decision to take an African bride and 

integrate into her culture seems supportive of global exchange, his marriage’s acceptance of 

globalization works against traditional British imperialism, which sought to encounter the 

world on its own terms as a dominant force. Thus, Albino’s marriage is even more 

transgressive of imperial narratives than Alvaranza’s refusal to take a Javanese bride; Albino’s 

decision to learn from Zelinda’s culture would be counterintuitive to British conceptions of 

empire which insisted that other cultures should learn from and adapt to them.  

The actions in The Isle of Java and The Torrid Zone which I have discussed thus far 

have been those which present opposition to the common imperial belief that Europeans had a 

moral duty to dominate and civilize colonial others. Alvaranza refuses to “partake the throne 

to which [he has been] invited,”
28 despite the fact that it is his duty, while Albino’s residence 

in Borneo runs opposite to British concepts of empire. In other ways, however, the texts 

further question the assumptions of European imperialism by denying the inherent superiority 

of European culture and whiteness.
29 A large number of pithy jibes are directed both at the 

locals and at the European travellers of these tales. Although, in one cringe-inducing line, Ben 
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Alli asks Albino why he has been travelling among “treacherous Moors and stupid negroes”, 

the Europeans undeniably get the lion’s share of the criticism. In The Isle of Java, Zalia, the 

princess’s attendant, mocks Alvaranza’s European dress and mannerisms, saying that “I am 

not to be taken with a hat and feather, a pair of curled whiskers, a puckered ruff, gilt rapier, 

three long strides and a formal bow.” In The Torrid Zone, Ben Alli calls Europeans ridiculous, 

declaring, “I thought that nothing under the heavens could be more ridiculous than ourselves; 

but how much does intercourse with our neighbours correct mistakes!” When Ben Alli learns 

about English universities from Albino, he mocks them for presuming to control the minds of 

the British public: “how came you to travel without one of their guides? I thought those places 

had been the eyes of the land, and that nobody must see but through their optics.” Albino 

himself mocks the pedantry of travel writers, saying, “Nothing is new under the sun. A man 

will see nearly as much between Aldgate and Piccadilly; yet some travellers would have the 

conscience to spin out their observations into a half a dozen quarto volumes.” Even English 

women are derided for their duplicity: “how if, as in England, women here speak just the 

reverse of what they think,” wonders Albino. The final speech of The Torrid Zone claims, “In 

search of novelty he needs must roam/ Who finds no theme for satire left at home.” This is 

clearly a facetious concern for the author of The Isle of Java and The Torrid Zone; he has 

found multitudinous opportunities for satire of his native England within both plays.
30 All of 

this satire undermines the imperial assumption that white Europeans were inherently superior 

to their non-European counterparts. 

The Isle of Java and The Torrid Zone represent the complex sentiments experienced 

by the British public of the early nineteenth century towards imperialism. While fantastic 
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depictions of the non-European world as dangerous or exotic were undyingly popular, 

Europeans also feared what their attempts to dominate the rest of the world might unleash. 

When, in The Torrid Zone, a former slave is freed and “appointed president of the board of 

wild beasts, commissioner of the stores, ranger of the woods, [and] keeper of the -----,” Ben 

Alli jokes that “a person of his experience ought always to have more business than he can 

possibly execute.”
31 Did the British public in the nineteenth century feel that they had taken on 

more business than they could possibly execute? The anxieties expressed in The Isle of Java 

and The Torrid Zone indicate that they did: while the plays demonstrate the author’s 

fascination with the exotic worlds of Java and inner Africa, they also question the 

assumptions of European superiority on which British imperialism was founded, ultimately 

revealing anxieties regarding the value and practicality of colonial enterprises.  
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“The Tradition of Childbirth, Midwifery, and the Introduction of the Man-Midwife in Early 

Modern England” 

 ~Lydia Noble  

 

 

Until the late eighteenth century, childbirth was attended to almost exclusively by female 

midwives. Male practitioners were only called to attend a birth for exceptional circumstances, 

the most common being a difficult birth. As the attendance of a female midwife was the norm, a 

female midwife was still present during these emergency situations. The tradition of childbirth, 

then, was one centered around a culture of women. However, by the eighteenth century, man-

midwives began dominating the field of midwifery and replacing the female midwives for a 

number of reasons. The two most influential reasons included growing male authority in midwife 

testimonials, and a growing division between the upper and lower classes of women. While the 

change from female to male midwives was a gradual one that took place over a long period of 

time, it can be noted that the major turning points took place in the eighteenth century. By 

comparing the traditions of childbirth and midwifery with the changes and developments man-

midwives brought, it can be uncovered that man-midwifery became dominant due to the 

aforementioned reasons, and the result man-midwifery had on childbirth can be recognized as a 

significant change.     

 To recognize how the man-midwife changed the practice of childbirth, the traditional 

practice of childbirth must first be examined. In the early eighteenth century, childbirth was an 

all-female social event. The pregnant woman would invite her family, friends, and neighbors to 

attend the birth; the group of women present at the birth would thus include the mother, the 
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midwife, and five or more other women.
1
 No man would attend the birth, not even the father-to-

be.
2
 The all-female birth created a “collective culture of women”

3
 that painted the experience as 

one of sisterhood and womanly comradery, which women considered an important aspect of the 

ritual of childbirth. If this collective culture was disrupted, then a feeling of anxiety could be the 

result
4
; an example of possible disruption would be if the birth occurred too quickly for the group 

of invited women to gather. The ritual of childbirth extended into a physical element with the 

preparation of the lying-in chamber: “air was excluded by blocking up the keyholes, daylight 

was shut out by curtains; and the darkness within was illuminated by means of candles, which 

were therefore standard requirements for a delivery.”
5
 It would seem that the women would 

recreate the dark, airless environment of the womb in the room. Perhaps this was to ease the 

infant into the world by making the site of its arrival not so sharp a contrast from the womb to 

which it was accustomed. The lying-in chamber was prepared more or less the same way by all 

midwives, but how the mother was positioned during the birth varied. For instance, the midwife 

could have the mother standing up, kneeling, or sitting in another woman’s lap while delivering 

the baby.
6
 These positions are quite common amongst mammals, and so it could be assumed that 

these are the more natural birthing positions. The midwife would first and foremost want to get 

the mother into a place where she could be as comfortable as possible.
7
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 Midwives aimed to deliver the baby safely, but their preoccupation was often with the 

mother. “Midwife” meant “with-woman”,
8
 suggesting that the midwife was there to be with the 

mother as she gave birth, although the midwife’s duties were more complex than just that. Aside 

from delivering the baby, a midwife might prepare the mother for delivery by stretching her 

labia, checking and palpating the cervix, and lubricating the birth canal.
9
 Then, during labor, the 

midwife might administer “clisters, purges, liniments, poultices, ointments, and herbal 

infusions.”
10

 When these actions were properly executed, a good midwife could speed up the 

labor and make it less painful for the mother. The midwife took control of all the rest details of 

the birth as well, making certain that everything went smoothly, often forgoing her own 

convenience and comfort to make it easier for the mother. Sarah Stone, an early eighteenth 

century midwife, described a difficult breech birth which she was able to complete without the 

use of instruments, even though the infant was already deceased: 

 

I gently push’d the Child’s Arm back as far as I could, which gave 

me alittle room to slide my hand as far as the Ribs; but being seiz’d 

with the Cramp, oblig’d me to withdraw it; after rubbing it a little, 

I enter’d again,and got hold of one Foot. The Cramp seizing me a 

second time, I was obliged to let go my hold; but kept still to ease 

it, and give the Woman rest; for,’tis to be observed, when the hand 

is in the body, and in motion, it creates great pain to the Woman. 

Therefore they who undertake such Deliveries, must be endow’d 

with great patience, justice, good judgment, and full resolution, 

with God’s blessing, to go thro’ such Deliveries.
11
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Stone conducted herself in a patient, gentle manner so as not to cause the mother any more pain 

than necessary, even though being so gentle and slow is not convenient for Stone. This shows 

that Stone prioritized the patient’s comfort above her own convenience. Stone went on to instruct 

other midwives to act in the same way, and to be mindful of possible pain the mother might be 

experiencing so as to avoid causing it. In other words, compassion and skill were necessary traits 

of a successful midwife. 

 Most midwives were capable enough to be self-sufficient during normal births. As there 

was no statute requiring a midwife to be present at a birth
12

, it can be assumed that midwives 

were in popular demand because the mothers had faith in the skill possessed by midwives. About 

98% of births were normal,
13

 and so midwives were usually very capable to attend to the 

mother’s needs and to deliver the baby. However, midwives could struggle during the small 

percentage of difficult births. Since difficult births were so rare, a midwife would not usually be 

able to attend enough of them to gain sufficient experience in dealing with complications.
14

 All 

throughout the period, it was for these difficult births that a male practitioner, usually a surgeon, 

would be called in.
15

 

 Although their involvement was limited in the seventeenth-century, male practitioners 

could take part in the process of childbirth in a number of ways during this period. Male 

practitioners could be summoned by the mother through several types of ‘calls’. The first was an 

‘advance call’ in which the practitioner would stay in the mother’s home for a period of time 

before the birth to advise her eating and lifestyle habits. He would stay until the birth, take part in 
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the delivery, and then remain a while longer to supervise the mother’s recovery.
16

 A practitioner 

might also be summoned for an ‘onset’ call, where he would be called as soon as labor started to 

deliver the baby. This was only practiced if the practitioner lived quite close to the mother.
17

 

Another call the practitioner might receive was an ‘emergency’ call; this is the most common 

way a male practitioner would take part in childbirth, and it would be alongside the midwife.
18

 

While the first two types of calls were usually made by upper-class women, the emergency call 

led the practitioner to service women of all classes.
19

 Around 70% of births attended by 

physicians were emergency calls and therefore difficult births
 
,
20

 so it is likely the frequency with 

which they faced difficult births had an effect on their opinion of the capability of female 

midwives. Delivering a normal birth would likely seem relatively easy after delivering a large 

number of difficult births. Practitioners usually were not called to intervene until it was too late, 

and so the practitioner would end up being called to save the mother rather than the infant.
21

 

Obstructed birth by the infant’s head was the most common difficulty associated with childbirth. 

A craniotomy
22

 was the established technique for dealing with obstructed births; this technique 

was used when the infant was already dead, or thought to be dead. 
23

 The male practitioner was 

not called to intervene until there was no other option; sometimes it would be days before he was 

called. The reason for this was that the mother feared craniotomy and so feared having to call the 

male practitioner.
24

 The male practitioner’s use of tools to perform a craniotomy would have 

been regarded as invasive and likely disrespectful by the mother, and so it was only put into 
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practice when necessary. Women would also associate male practitioners with death, as the 

craniotomy was to deliver a deceased infant.
25

 Despite these negative connotations with male 

practitioners, man-midwives became much more common around the late seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuries, and they eventually came to dominate the practice of midwifery.  

 There are several possible reasons for the switch from female to male midwives. When a 

woman applied for her license to practice midwifery, she was required to submit a testimonial of 

recommendation. These were usually signed by other, more established female midwives. In the 

1690s, there was a change in the language used in midwives’ testimonials. In 1723, Margaret 

Morrice, a midwife, wrote a letter of nomination for Sary Hebdin, a woman interested in 

practicing midwifery. Morrice wrote that “I have thurrayly instructed Sary Hebdin in Midwifery 

& she can perform her bissaness very well.”
26

 A language of business regarding midwifery 

emerged as commerce became increasing important in English society, and was accompanied by 

a language of science when describing childbirth. There had been a movement during the late 

seventeenth century to separate ‘science’ and ‘art’ which led to this distinction in language; 

Thomas described “science [as] based on the theory underlying a particular practice and art [as] 

governed by tradition and habit”.
27

 Male practitioners, who had formal training in anatomy, used 

this distinction to criticize female midwives, who relied on experience and oral tradition.
28

 

Therefore, as the language of commerce and science permeated midwifery, men were becoming 

more involved in the field as they viewed it more as a science than an art, which led to a male 
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authority over childbirth.
29

 In the 1690s, Yorkshire medical professionals deemed themselves the 

authority to judge the qualifications of potential midwives. Although this connection between 

male practitioners and female midwives could suggest a working relationship between the two, it 

also shows that male practitioners were asserting their authority over the midwives and that only 

they were implying that they knew what knowledge and skills were required to practice 

midwifery.
30

 This was put into practice when, shortly after the change in language, male 

practitioners began submitting testimonials for midwives. An example is the 1697 nomination of 

Margaret Coakes that included a letter of recommendation from John Coningham, a surgeon. 

Coningham wrote that:  

Margaret Coakes of Abberford, is to my certain knowledge thought 

fittly Quallified (by her Neighbors in that Town and places 

adjacent) for to Under take the Office of a Midwife, haveing for a 

Longe time ben thought very Capable for the same. And in my 

opinion I thinke she very well deserves to be Licensed for that 

purpose.
31

 

 

Since Coningham took into account the opinions of Coakes’ neighbors, very likely her female 

neighbors, it is suggested that male practitioners still held some respect for the opinion of 

mothers concerning the qualifications of a midwife. However, the 1730 nomination of Joyce 

Gale shows a different story. Included was a letter was signed by several of Gale’s neighboring 

women and stated that “We whose names are hereto undersigned have experimentally found that 

Joyce Gale… is capable of executing the Office of a Midwife & that she has performed the same 

upon us with very good success.” In the same testimony, though, was written a comment from 

William Carr, the parish curate, saying “We have no person in Town capable of examining into 
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the abilities of the party mentioned, therefore you must take the matter as it is.”
32

 Carr writes this 

immediately under the letter of recommendation from the women, suggesting that they are not 

adequate judges of what qualifies a midwife. It is therefore implied that by this time, 30 years 

after the nomination of Coakes, a male practitioner is considered the only legitimate source for a 

proper measure of qualification of a midwife. It would seem, then, that male practitioners were 

the ultimate authority on a midwife’s qualifications before the man-midwife became popular. 

Being the authority on midwives’ testimonials would have been a way for men to enter the 

midwifery field before taking it over. It should be noted that the switch from female to male 

midwives was a gradual one, and has no definitive turning point.  

 It was not until the mid-eighteenth century that man-midwives began to replace female 

midwives. Up until this point, male practitioners had only usually attended births in the case of 

an emergency, and they always worked alongside the midwife. Staring around the late 1740s, 

though, mothers began making booked onset calls, or advance calls in some cases, to male 

practitioners in lieu of a midwife.
33

 These calls were made, at first, when the mother expected a 

difficult birth, but by the early 1750s, mothers began opting for male practitioners to deliver their 

normal births as well.
34

 This rise in the demand for man-midwives could have been a result of 

the fragmentation of the traditional collective culture of women associated with childbirth. 

Wealthy mothers began to separate themselves from those mothers of lesser means, and so 

constructed a new cultural space. Wilson describes this change as “two distinct cultures of 

women: the old, traditional, oral culture, characteristic of the lower orders, and a new, 

fashionable, literate culture, the culture of ‘ladies’, visible among the aristocracy and the wealthy 
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middle classes.”
35

 Childbirth had been an experience that connected the upper and lower classes 

of women. Regardless of one’s financial and social status, all women were exposed to the same 

pain and experience of childbirth; all were attended by a midwife, and so all received the same 

type of treatment. The creation of a definitive upper and lower class of women led upper-class 

mothers to find a way to distinguish themselves from the lower-class mothers. Male practitioners 

charged more than midwives for their services during a birth, and so if a mother was attended by 

a man-midwife, it was obvious that she could afford this type of care. It should be noted that due 

to the price a man-midwife charged, lower-class women continued to be attended by female 

midwives for quite a while. It became a symbol of status, then, for a mother to call upon the 

services of a man-midwife as opposed to a female one; being attended by a man-midwife became 

the fashionable course of action.
36

 Eventually, fashion won out, and man-midwives began 

dominating the field. This change was not without debate, though.  

 Female midwives and male practitioners against man-midwives mostly contested their 

use of invasive tools and instruments, such as hooks, forceps, and fillets,
37

 during the delivery. In 

Sarah Stone’s A complete practice of midwifery..., she discussed the misuse of instruments by 

male practitioners: "... there are many sufferers, both mothers and children; yea, infants have 

been born alive, with their brains working out of their heads, occasioned by the too common use 

of instruments... "
38

 Stone went on to compare the male practitioner’s actions with her own and 

said that: 
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when these young professors fixing a Hook in the poor Babe’s 

Head, and bringing the Child off by Force (with great Strength and 

little Knowledge) have ruin’d many Women and Children, that I 

have heard of. I can speak it with sincerity, and truth, that I never 

injured a Woman in all my Practice, nor did I ever hear my Mother 

had any one such accident in all her’s… the Information I have had 

from some Nurses, proves it not to be very uncommon there [in 

Bristol], through mismanagement in the first beginning of 

Labour…
39

  

 

Stone stated that, as a female midwife, she never caused harm to a mother or child, and 

suggested that through their frequent and misinformed use of instruments, male practitioners 

often caused harm that could have been avoided. John Blunt, a male practitioner, wrote in 1793 

that “Great mischief... has been done since man-midwifery [became] general, owing to the 

ignorance and impatience of those professors who erroneously imagined, their instruments must 

be used on all occasions... "
40

 This quote is significant as it shows that not only women were 

against the man-midwife, some men were too. Blunt echoes Stone’s criticism in that he too 

believed man-midwives were too quick to use instruments, and that they were impatient and 

cared more for their own convenience than the mother’s comfort. The misuse of instruments was 

the common criticism amongst those against man-midwives.  

 

 What largely separated male practitioners from female midwives was the use of tools 

during childbirth. Although midwives did sometimes use tools, it was always as a last resort.
41

 

Male practitioners, though, made frequent use of tools such as forceps. Forceps, as well as other 
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instruments such as the vectis
42

 and the fillet, were invented and originally used by the 

Chamberlen family in the late seventeenth century. The male practitioners of midwifery in their 

family spanned four generations. By the early eighteenth century, many variations of the 

Chamberlen instruments were being used by other practitioners.
43

 However, there was much 

disagreement on the benefit of using forceps; those active in the field of medicine disagreed over 

whether the benefits of using forceps were worth the risk. Lorenz Heister, a German surgeon 

whose surgical treatise was translated and published in English, discussed his experience using 

forceps in the following quotation: 

I have indeed used [forceps]… but without success; for if you 

compress the head with it but gently, the foetus is held too firm to 

give way to it, and if you press too strongly, there is danger of 

wounding its tender head. I therefore endeavoured to amend the 

instrument, by joining its two parts together with a hinge, but even 

then it did not answer expectation: so that in this deplorable 

situation of the foetus we have no remedy left but Caesarean 

section, or to extract the foetus either dead or alive with hooks… 

or other instruments, to preserve the life of the mother.
44

 

 

Heister did not find the forceps useful as the pressure they exerted on the infant’s head could 

easily damage it. The danger that forceps could pose to the infant was a prevalent concern to 

those against the use of forceps. James Douglas, a man-midwife, also experienced trouble with 

the forceps while responding to an emergency call in London on September 2
nd

, 1702. He could 

not “fasten the [forceps] so as to be able to pull by reason they were not made right; and after ¾ 

of a hour’s endeavor to bring away the child one of them locked so as to become straight 
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whereby it was rendered useless and I was forced to leave the woman unlayed”.
45

 Douglas found 

the forceps difficult to use and spent the better part of an hour exposing the woman to a likely 

painful procedure which, in the end, did not work. A craniotomy was used in the end by another 

practitioner. Considering how many botched attempts at using instruments there were, and the 

damage those instruments could inflict on the mother or child, it is easy to see why those against 

man-midwifes would take issue with their use of tools.  

 Several people, mostly men, against man-midwifery also took issue with the supposed 

immodesty and scandal of a male practitioner taking regular practice in childbirth. Doctors were 

often associated with sexuality, either consciously or not, as they were deemed to possess 

heightened carnal knowledge.
46

 During the Enlightenment, several doctors viewed sexuality as a 

positive facet of life to be explored and claimed happy sexuality led to a healthy life.
47

 Therefore, 

the masses would have most likely developed a mental link between practitioners and sexual 

activities, which would have made them wary of male practitioners in certain situations such as 

childbirth. However, the most obvious reason man-midwives were viewed as immodest was the 

fact that they were interacting very closely, in a way making themselves familiar, with the 

genitals of the women who were giving birth.
48

 Frank Nicholls, a male physician, condemned 

man-midwives by saying that they were allowed “to treat our wives in such a manner, as 

frequently ends in their destruction, and to have such intercourse with our women, as easily 

shifts itself into indecency, from indecency into obscenity, and from obscenity into 
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debauchery.”
49

 From this statement, it can be assumed that men, specifically husbands, feared 

their wives would either fall victim to the sexual advances of a man-midwife, or would openly 

commit adultery with the man-midwife. This fear was prevalent enough to lead to occasional 

court cases, such as a 1741 case in which J. G. Biker took a physician, M. Morely to court for 

“an assault upon, and criminal conversation with, the plaintiff’s wife.”
50

 Morely, a man-midwife, 

had been attending Mrs. Biker after a miscarriage and he was accused of visiting her even after 

she was recovered, and of eventually going to bed with her. Biker’s wife was described as 

“young, beautiful, virtuous and affectionate; when all at once this happiness was dashed, by the 

discovery of a piece of management of the defendant in seducing her from those parths of virtue, 

in which she had been brought up from her infancy…”
51

 This remark reveals that the women 

were seen as victims who were led astray by the supposedly morally corrupt man-midwife. It can 

also be deducted that although male surgeons had been attending difficult births long before the 

rise of the man-midwife, husbands had not taken issue because there would always be a female 

midwife present as well. The man-midwives, though, practiced in lieu of a female midwife, and 

so supposedly had more opportunity to take advantage of the expectant mother. Man-midwives 

responded to these criticisms with those of their own.  

 Many male practitioners and man-midwives defended themselves by conducting their 

own criticisms against female midwives. Male practitioners had had a relatively negative opinion 
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of female midwives for years, but once they became involved as man-midwives their opinions of 

female midwives worsened. William Smellie, a famous man-midwife in the early eighteenth 

century, claimed that:  

[A Midwife] ought to [a]void all reflections upon men 

practitioners, and when she finds herself difficulted, candidly have 

recourse to their assistance;… this confidence ought to be 

encouraged by the man, who, when called, instead of openly 

condemning her method of practice, (even though it should be 

erroneous) ought to make allowance for the weakness of the sex, 

and rectify what is amiss, without exposing her mistakes.
52

 

 

Smellie suggested that female midwives, as part of the ‘weaker sex’, were not intellectually 

qualified to deal with difficult births, and so male practitioners, with a greater medical 

knowledge, were better suited for the field. By having condescendingly suggested that male 

practitioners should not correct the female midwife when she makes a mistake, Smellie implied 

that women are not capable of taking and learning from criticism. Smellie was not incorrect in 

saying that male practitioners had more medical knowledge, but it was not due to inherent 

intellect or skill that this was so. Rather, it was the result of the opportunities for higher learning 

that were available to men and unavailable to women. Women were effectively barred from the 

higher learning of the man-midwives as women were denied entrance into most if not all of the 

institutions that provided formal education about midwifery.
53

 For this reason, male practitioners 

did have an advantage in the field, which made them capable of dominating and changing it.  
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 As man-midwives began to have a monopoly on childbirth in eighteenth century 

England, their practices became the norm and changed the tradition of childbirth. While the 

tradition of childbirth had been based on a collective culture of women, the female midwife had 

been the popular practitioner. As men began to gain more authority in regards to testimonials and 

as the collective culture of women fragmented with the separation of upper class women from 

the lower class in the early eighteenth century, the tradition became weakened and the man-

midwife was able to permeate and dominate the field. This shift in power was much debated. 

Those against the man-midwife contested their frequent use of instruments and their questionable 

sexual morality, while those against female midwives claimed that male practitioners were far 

better educated and therefore better suited to the field of midwifery. However, these debates did 

not reverse the change that had taken place, and the result was the diminishing power of the 

female midwife and the rising authority of the male practitioner.  
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“Spem Reduix (Hope Restored): Battling Loyalist Metanarratives”  

 ~Richard Yeomans  

 

 

The metanarrative of the American Revolution revolves around the idea that the 

victorious Patriots were more devoted to their concepts of liberty than were the Loyalists. This 

liberty, which they sought to protect from the overreaching British Empire, was what they 

believed to be their rights as citizens to have. The American Revolution was however, not solely 

a question of liberties and autonomy, but also of rights. Rights, and the ruler which they would 

be governed, was perhaps the driving factor in dividing the American colonists into Patriot and 

Loyalist respectively. The metanarrative of the revolution depicts Loyalists as the losers of the 

war and as members of the elite who cared not for collective rights but only for individual wealth 

and security under British rule. However, upon their exile and relocation across the Empire, they 

would bring with them, what Loyalist historian Maya Jasanoff coins as, the “Spirit of ‘83”. 

Loyalists were not just loyal because of their love of King and country, or because it was 

economically smart. Loyalists were loyal because they believed that their rights were better 

secured under the larger rule of Britain then the smaller rule of the new United States. The 

uncertainty of what was to come and the possibility of jeopardizing what rights they had would 

drive many to cross the British lines. What would follow, upon their relocation, would be the 

demonstration of their firm belief in their rights as many Loyalists would protest and rebel in 

their new homes in the far reach of their diaspora. 

But just what is this Spirit of ‘83? In her book, Liberty’s Exiles, Maya Jasanoff describes 

it as being a set of mutual feelings, thoughts and beliefs shared amongst Loyalists as a social and 

political group. There are three major elements to this collective ideology. The first is that as a 
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group, “the Loyalists were both agents and advocates of imperial growth” throughout the Empire 

following their expulsion in 1783.
54

 The second element they demonstrated was their “clarified 

commitment to liberty and humanitarian ideals.” The third and final major element was the 

desire for “more representation then the imperial authorities proved willing to give them”, 

something loyalists discovered at close range.
55

 In the years after the revolution British officials 

concluded that the thirteen colonies had been given too much liberty, not too little. This resulted 

in the political reins being tightened across the empire and increased the popularity of 

hierarchical, top-down government.
56

 It is this spirit, this fervent need for political autonomy that 

by understanding helps break down the traditional beliefs in the metanarratives of the American 

Revolution, Patriots and Loyalists. 

The outbreak of the American Revolution essentially dividing the colonies populations 

into thirds; some Patriots, some Loyalist and some just indifferent and seeking only a peaceful 

existence.
57

 The traditional metanarrative is that the Loyalists were made of societal elites and 

the higher-ups of American colonial society which is incorrect. Loyalists consisted of a variety 

of people, of multiple economic and social backgrounds. While yes, those who were more 

economically inclined in the pre-revolution era usually sided with the British, it is important to 

note that the bulk of the Loyalists were made up of people of a more modest way of life. 

Similarly made up like the Patriots, the Loyalist represented every aspect of colonial America in 

terms of just who they were. This is still a grave inconsistency in the metanarrative surrounding 

the Loyalists. If every member of elite American society was in fact a Loyalist, who would 
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govern the new republic, make the executive decisions? This one facet of the metanarrative 

ignores the likes of Benjamin Franklin and General George Washington, two very well off 

American colonists who were also leaders of the Patriot movement. 

Patriots and Loyalist were not so different and the war was not just an oppressed people 

pitted against their oppressor but rather it was a war of brother against brother, so on and so 

forth. One example of this can be found in the relationship of General George Washington and 

Beverly Robinson, a Loyalist. The two men were childhood friends and both became military 

officers on opposite sides of the conflict. Washington helped to confiscate Robinson’s house and 

used it as a base of locations against the British in New York, yet both grew up in the same 

socioeconomic sphere of America society.
58

  

E. P. Thompson wrote that far too frequently “the blind alleys, the lost causes, and the 

losers themselves are forgotten”.
59

 As Maya Jasanoff points out, his analysis correctly describes 

the historiographical “fate” of the Loyalists.
60

 During the revolution, the Loyalists were often 

branded as Tories. Conservative in nature, they were oblivious and too proud to recognize that 

the future of liberty did not lie within the British Empire. However this label that the Patriots 

coined for them does not fit the vast political paradigms that the Loyalist, as a group, held. While 

not all Loyalist believed in the love of King and country, those who joined with them perhaps 

believed that their rights would be better protected under the security and organization of the 

crown rather than the new republic, which many felt would not last.
61

 This Tory brand name also 

neglects the thousands of Blacks who crossed the British lines in order to secure the freedom that 
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Britain promised them. Other American colonist became Loyalist because of the extreme 

tendencies of the Patriots. Many living in the colonies were ambivalent to the whole of the war 

and cared not for who ruled, simply seeking to live peacefully. Thomas Brown, a farmer from 

the backcountry of Georgia, wrote that he “could never enter into an Engagement to take up arms 

against the Country which gave him being.”
62

 Brown sought to live out his life on the fence and 

preferred to not pick a side in the revolution though he sympathized with the Patriot cause but 

could not justify an assault on Britain. Following a great deal of abuse from a Patriot Committee 

of Safety
63

 and after surviving searing hot tar and being set fire, brown sided with the British, 

becoming a commander in their force. Brown’s decision was a reactionary one. He did not side 

with the British because he was wealthy, a monarchist or otherwise better off living under British 

rule. Brown, like so many, still believed in republican ideals and through the exile of the 

Loyalists from the new United States through ports like New York, this belief spread and 

developed into the “Spirit of ‘83” reaching across their diaspora.
64

  

The majority of Loyalist arrived and remained in Nova Scotia and what would later 

become the province of New Brunswick in 1784. Sir Guy Carleton
65

, leader of the British forces 

and the man in charge of the evacuation, had a huge job on his hands trying to accommodate all 

these people. The evacuation from New York City was comprised of over 35,000 civilians and 

15,000 troops making it the largest evacuation in the United States, surpassing exit points in 

Savannah and Charleston. The Loyalists would nearly quadruple the population of Nova Scotia 

because of their large numbers; communities already established were completely overwhelmed. 
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Edward Winslow, a prominent Loyalist, noted many of the issues the Loyalists as a whole faced 

upon their arrival. “There are not a sufficient proportion of men of education and abilities among 

the present adventurers” he would write to his cousin, Ben Marston, in May of 1783.
66

 Many of 

the refugees had to make due in shanty huts and tents during their first winter in Nova Scotia. 

The Bitter cold, lack of resources and spread-thin rations made a dark time much more difficult. 

As Winslow notes, much of the land available for settlement had not yet been surveyed and 

Loyalists had to wait for the property they had been promised. As a means to better the 

administration for the Loyalists, men like Ward Chipman and Edward Winslow would petition to 

establish a separate government from Halifax in St. John. Chipman would write to Winslow in 

March of 1784 “I am authorized to say, in confidence, there is no doubt a separate government at 

St. John’s will be established, and that all your wishes will be carried into effect.”
67

 New 

Brunswick was the dream for men like Edward Winslow; to establish and build upon a society 

under British rule, the likes of which would become the envy of all American states.  

Ward Chipman (ca. 1754 – 1824) and Edward Winslow (ca. 1747 – 1815) were two of 

the most prominent Loyalists who arrived in Nova Scotia in 1783. Their roles in founding the 

province of New Brunswick and the positions they held thereafter are examples of the lengths 

they were willing to go to re-establish and in some ways, surpass what they had in the Thirteen 

Colonies. Both would perform a multitude of duties, working in law, politics and the military. 

Winslow and Chipman would be a part of what became known as the Petition of Fifty-five. 

Fifty-five of the wealthiest Loyalists leaving America petitioned the British government to be 

given larger tracks of land in Nova Scotia/New Brunswick. The Land for Loyalist program 
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which the British Government was pursuing offered Loyalist settlers up to one thousand acres of 

land as a form of compensation for their economic losses in the war.
68

 The Petition of Fifty-five 

requested that as leaders in the society, they should be granted five thousand acres. However, 

Winslow’s main argument for establishing a separate Loyalist colony (New Brunswick) came 

following a depressing visit up the St. John River valley. Seeing the disbanded soldiers living in 

squalor and deprivation during the winter of 1783-84 stuck a cord in Winslow as he writes: 

Such an event as the present, never happen’d before – perhaps never will happen again. 

These are assembled here an immense multitude (not of dissolute vagrants such as 

commonly made the first efforts to settle new countries) but gentlemen of education – 

farmers, formerly independent & reputable mechanics, who by the fortune of war have 

been deprived of their property. They are as firmly attached to the British constitution as 

if they never made a sacrifice. Here they stand with their wives and their children looking 

up for protection, and requesting such regulations as are necessary to the weal of 

society.
69

 

 

Winslow notes that the refugees living in those harsh conditions are not men of little capabilities. 

They were men who, given the opportunity, would add to the larger society and not be the 

burden some might have thought them to be. Winslow demonstrated an air of compassion for the 

downtrodden and broke the Tory stereotype that groups like the Patriots created by 

demonstrating an understanding of the need for collective rights and security and not individual 

benefit.  

Winslow placed much of the blame for the conditions of Loyalists on Governor Parr in 

Halifax. Parr, viewed by many as remote and unsympathetic, was seen as not working fast 

enough to try to provide for the refugee population.
70

 Winslow, like many, felt that the dividing 

of Nova Scotia into two independent government bodies was the most effective route in fixing 

                                                 
68

 David G. Bell, Early Loyalist Saint John: the origins of New Brunswick politics, 1783-1786, (Fredericton, New 

Ireland Press, 1983), 35.  
69

 Jasanoff, Liberty’s Exiles, 178. 
70

 Ibid.  



TimePieces Vol. 16 

159 

 

the situation. The creation of a new province, he argued, would allow Loyalists in the river 

valley the luxury of enjoying a government geographically closer and more proactive in 

responding to the needs of Loyalist refugees.
71

 Winslow was active in his mobilization 

throughout the transatlantic, working to persuade the British Government in favor of the divide. 

He was even able to convince the likes of Sir Guy Carleton, who became particularly fond of the 

idea of New Brunswick. It is this passionate action that highlights Winslow’s own interpretation 

of the Spirit of ‘83. Many Loyalists brought with them some form of republican values. 

Winslow, as well as other Loyalists who were part of the Petition of Fifty-five, highlight this 

through their lobbying of the British Government for more political anonymity, representation 

and economic improvement.
72

  Even Loyalists who were of higher social standing opposed and 

worked within the British Government in order to establish a better system for the group. Every 

Loyalist was equal in terms of their loss, and the dream of New Brunswick was a hope many 

held too.  

There were of course problems in this dream. The establishment of New Brunswick did 

not instantly lead to that perfect, genteel society which Winslow had envisioned. The Spirit of 

‘83, which positively led to the province’s creation, also wreaked havoc for officials in the new 

province, and really across the diaspora. Loyalists were fervent about their political rights, and in 

some cases, made the same arguments Patriots had made just a few years earlier. Riots began in 

St. John, New Brunswick when over two hundred votes were disallowed by the sheriff in St. 

John because the outcome of the election of 1785 did not benefit the governing body of British 

appointees. The inhabitants of the Lower Cove in the town wanted their own candidates elected 

to the assembly and despite their overwhelming support for their candidates, the government 
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rejected them.
73

 Many Loyalists brought similar American values to the new city. Some officials 

found they had an issue in respecting authority and exercised too much liberty. These men who 

remained Loyal to Britain did not surrender their own beliefs in the name of the King. Though 

Loyalist, these people were still very American in terms of their values. They did not show a 

proper understanding of the hierarchy of British society.
74

 New Brunswick as a dream genteel 

society was an unreachable goal. Because of the vast number of Loyalists who would not benefit 

from this type of state and the lack of financial stability in the province, the dream and 

Winslow’s goals were impossible. Even members of the Petition of Fifty-five would struggle to 

maintain their livelihoods as many like Edward Winslow and Ward Chipman were cash 

strapped.
75

 

Elsewhere in the diaspora, Loyalists similarly demonstrated the concept of the Spirit of 

‘83. Riots broke out across Upper and Lower Canada over similar issues of representation and 

political autonomy from Britain. While Loyalists were loyal to the British government, they 

wanted to operate autonomously underneath it. Essentially they believed that their rights should 

be secured under British protection but not be controlled by Britain. Around 6,000 Loyalists 

arrived in Québec, which to the benefit of the crown meant a less concentrated French-speaking, 

Catholic population. It was later that The Constitutional Act or The Canada Act of 1791, split the 

province in two and created a hierarchical based society. The administration was headed by the 

British crown and government. In Lower Canada there was an appointed Governor and in Upper 

Canada a Lieutenant Governor. They held final decision-making power and they could withhold 

consent of a bill and controlled preventative measures limiting the general assemblies, the 
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elected bodies of the people. If they did not like the assembly, they could dismiss it. From 1807-

11 the Governor of Lower Canada, Sir James Craig, ruled in what some called a reign of terror. 

He dissolved the assembly twice following re-election and had the press system thrown into the 

St. Lawrence River and the editors arrested. Tensions would culminate into the Upper and Lower 

Canadian rebellions of 1837-38. In Lower Canada, 250 men were killed many were exiled to 

Australia. In Upper Canada, more were arrested, four were hanged and others deported Australia.
 

76
 These were not men who instantly bent their knees to Britain and the power of the crown. 

They were in many ways, revolutionary and just as focused on their rights as the Patriots were in 

1776. The metanarrative that surrounds the Loyalists neglects the rebellions and political 

discourse which followed them.  

This traditional historiography of the Loyalists focuses primarily on their relocation to 

British North America. However, the Loyalist brought that same political discourse elsewhere 

across their diaspora. The Caribbean saw an influx in population from Loyalist coming from the 

Southern United States through the exit points at Savanah and Charleston. Thomas Brown was 

one of the roughly 17,000 other Loyalists with large slave holdings who arrived in British East 

Florida; many of that 17,000 continued their way south through to the West Indies, the Bahamas 

and Jamaica.
77

  There was a refugee crisis similar to that of Nova Scotia. It was hard to 

accommodate all the new people with some living in tents and a huge food shortage hit as the 

Bahamas were dependent on trade for food, trade which had been cut due to the Revolution.
78

  

There was also a real problem with land allocation, particularly for Loyalists from Georgia and 
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the Carolinas who brought large numbers of slaves with them. The First Governor of the 

Bahamas was John Maxwell and in response to Loyalist harassment
79

, dissolved the assembly in 

1784. Maxwell was called back to Britain in the spring of 1785, as the harassment didn’t stop, 

and James Edward Powell who was a Loyalist from Carolina stepped in as Governor.
80

 Loyalists 

did not make it easy for British officials and far too often that same Spirit of ‘83 reared its head. 

In Jamaica the dream was very hard for many loyalists. The refugee crisis which 

followed was based again on provisions and land allocations, but more specific to Jamaica, there 

were problems with disease and the violence of the Sugar plantations. Since Jamaica was already 

populated when the Loyalists arrived they did not make as much of a dent as in the Bahamas in 

terms of a population spike. There were already 18,000 whites and 210,000 slaves on the 

island.
81

 Jamaica was a transient society because of the disease and many came to just make 

money and then leave. There was also a fear of a slave uprising and many owners stayed in 

Britain and had book keepers live there full time in their place. Loyalists were exempt from taxes 

on the Island of Jamaica, an act which the assembly passed in an effort to have them settle 

permanently in February of 1783. However, many Loyalists would choose to leave for Britain, 

Nova Scotia or even return to the United States once they were able. The Loyalist dream 

unfortunately faded in Jamaica as the Loyalist migrated elsewhere in the Spanish Maine. Many 

who stayed died from disease and they eventually faded into the woodwork of the larger culture 

of the West Indies and the Caribbean.
82
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The Loyalists, by traditional metanarratives, are the historical losers of the American War 

for Independence. A war which was primarily about the rights and liberties of a population, the 

Loyalists still believed in many of the same rights as the Patriots, they simply differed in opinion 

as to what kind of system they believed their rights would be best applied. Throughout their 

diaspora, the Loyalists demonstrated many similar characteristics as the Patriots had during the 

conflicts between 1776 and 1783. The pseudo-republican values, or Spirit of ‘83, which they 

brought with them would later develop into modern day democracies like Canada. As founding 

fathers, they fought fervently for their rights as British citizens and the liberties they were 

entitled to as men under god. The traditional metanarratives surrounding the Loyalists are 

incorrect. These ‘Tories’ created a multitude of problems for British colonial governments and 

were certainly not just societal elites who failed at seeing the natural progression of the rights of 

people. They represented every facet of American Colonial society and do not fit the 

metanarrative they have been placed in. Loyalist believed in the security of Britain, and did not 

trust the uncertainty surrounding the new republic. They were not backward thinking Tories, but 

rather cautious and forward thinking people who did not want to jeopardize the rights they had 

worked so hard to establish. They sought change but not through war, rather through being vocal 

and working within the establishments of Britain.  
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“Tar Sands Development and the Rise of an Opposition Movement”  

 ~Bronwyn Briden  

 

 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 marked a major defeat for the development and 

exploitation of Canada’s tar sands.
 1

  The United States Senate rejected a bill that would have 

allowed the construction of TransCanada’s Keystone XL pipeline.  Originally proposed on 

September 1, 2008 the Keystone XL pipeline would have transported 800,000 barrels of tar 

sands crude from Alberta to United States Gulf Coast per day.
2
  For TransCanada and the pro-oil 

Harper government, the rejection was a “setback.”
3
  The Senate’s rejection of the bill, however, 

was a “victory for environmental groups” and the planet.
4
  It was the culmination of years of 

protests, petitions and action by more than 40 environmental organizations in 10 countries.  It 

was the victory of an opposition movement that has fought the development of Canada’s tar 

sands on every front. This successful oppositional movement constitutes what historian Ian 

McKay might call successful resistance against the hegemonic “liberal order” in Canada. 

This paper examines the recent surge in the development of Canada’s tar sands, and how 

the certain segments of Canadian society have responded to the development.  It is argued here 

that the development of Canada’s tar sands has given rise to a movement diametrically opposed 

to the tar sands.  This opposition movement has two aspects: an environmentalist aspect 

responding to the concerns regarding the environmental consequences of the tar sands; and an 

element based on Aboriginal sovereignty over unceded territory.  While the oppositional 

movements sometimes extends into both categories, the two pronged model generally holds true 
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and is a helpful analytical tool for examining tar sands resistance.  Following an overview of the 

history of Canada’s oil sands, the methods of tar sands extraction and the environmental impact 

of the tar sands, each of the oppositional aspects will be discussed in turn.  

The Development of Canada’s Tar Sands 

 Before examining the history of the development of Canada’s tar sands, it is first 

necessary to clarify what exactly the tar sands are.  The tar sands (also called “oil sands,” and 

“bituminous sands”) are a mixture of sand, clay, 

and bitumen.  Bitumen is a highly viscous oil, far 

thicker than conventional oil.
5
   Hence, the bitumen 

is sometimes labelled as “tar” and the bitumen 

deposits are referred to as tar sands.  Because it is 

physically distinct from regular oil, it is sometimes 

referred to (especially in economic analyses) as 

“unconventional oil.”
6
  In Canada, there are three 

main tar sands deposits.  They are in Alberta 

primarily, and Saskatchewan to a far lesser degree.  

These deposits are Athabasca, Peace River, and 
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Figure 1 – Alberta’s oil sands 
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Cold Lake (see Figure 1).
7
  Together, these three regions cover the same approximate area as 

New Brunswick.
8
   It is estimated that the deposits together contain between 1.7 and 2.5 trillion 

barrels of oil.
9
 

 The presence of an oil reserve in the Athabasca region has been known for centuries.  

The earliest record of Canada’s tar sands dates back to 1717.  Waupisoo, a Cree trader, brought 

samples of the bitumen to the Hudson’s Bay trading post at Fort Churchill.
10

  However, 

European traders did not become fully aware of the peculiarities of the site until Peter Pond 

explored the area in 1778.  On his numerous trips to the area, Pond made records of “tar” oozing 

from the black banks of the Athabasca River.
11

  In 1790, the European explorer Sir Alexander 

Mackenzie visited the area.
12

  Mackenzie described the:  

… bituminous fountains; into which a pole of twenty feet long may be inserted without 

the least resistance. The bitumen is in a fluid state, and when mixed with gum or the 

resinous substance collected from the Spruce Fir, serves to gum the canoes. In its heated 

state it emits a smell like that of Sea Coal. The banks of the river, which are there are 

very elevated, discover veins of the same bituminous quality.
13

 

 

Other explorers, such as Sir John Franklin, John Richardson, and Thomas Simpson all make 

reference in their own written records to the tar found in the Athabasca region.
14

 

 In 1875 and again in 1882, the Geological Survey of Canada, a Canadian governmental 

organization, set out expeditions to formally survey the tar sands region.
15

  Neither geologists nor 
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the Canadian government, however, demonstrated any comprehension of the importance of the 

tar sands region until 1908.
16

  Following the David Laird Treaty, a survey was conducted of what 

was then the southern region of the Northwest Territories.
17

 
18

  A clerk on the survey named 

Charles Mair recorded what he saw.
19

  In 1908, Mair published his observations in a work 

entitled Through the Mackenzie Basin: A Narrative of the Athabasca and Peace River Survey of 

1899.  In this piece, Mair describes the Athabasca region as “the most interesting region in all the 

North.”
20

  Mair, almost prophetically, points out, the potential of the region: 

That this region is stored with a substance of great economic value is beyond all doubt, 

and, when the hour of development comes, it will, I believe, prove to be one of the 

wonders of Northern Canada. We were all deeply impressed by this storehouse of not 

only hidden but exposed resources we possess in this enormous country. What is unseen 

can only be conjectured; but what is seen would make any region famous.
21

 

 

Mair here demonstrates a recognition of the region’s potential for economic exploitation.  His 

prophetic remark has rung especially true over the last few decades. 

 The oil sands were first explored as a serious source of fuel in the 1950s.
22

  The first oil 

sands plant was established in 1967 by the Great Canadian Oil Sands.
23

  At that time, however, 
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operations were necessarily limited, owing to the limited technology available at the time as well 

as the lower global price of fuel.  The tar sands were simply not a profitable venture.  As such, 

tar sands development in the latter half of the twentieth century was almost non-existent.  By the 

1990s, as the potential for profitability rose and the threat of diminished global oil supplies 

became an increasing concern, oil sands development began to expand rapidly in Canada.   

 The tar sands became profitable in the late 1990s as a result of three factors.  The first 

factor was a reduction in the cost of extracting oil from the tar sands.  In the late 1974, the 

Alberta government established the crown corporation called the Alberta Oil Sands Technology 

and Research Authority (AOSTRA).  It sought “to promote the development and use of new 

technology for oil sands and heavy-oil production, with emphasis on reduced costs, increased 

recovery and environmental acceptability.”
24

  It developed more efficient methods, and 

significantly reduced the cost of bitumen extraction.
25

  The second factor that made tar sands 

extraction more profitable was the rise in the world price of fuel.  This was due to an 

unprecedented global demand for fuel.  Finally, tar sands extraction became profitable in the late 

twentieth century because of the shift to free trade.  Reserve requirements mandated by the 

National Energy Program were scrapped in 1984 when the Mulroney government came to 

power.  Moreover, the North American Free Trade Agreement ensured that the United States was 

free to enjoy equal access to Canada’s oil reserves.
26

  These factors came together in the 1990s, 

and Suncor (formerly the Great Canadian Oil Sands) “began to produce oil profitably.”
27
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 The other factor that motivated tar sands development in the late 1990s was the threat of 

global peak oil.  Peak oil is the notion developed by M. King Hubbard in 1956 that U.S. oil 

production would peak around 1970.
28

 This idea concerns the fear that at some point in the future 

– a date that is difficult to fix – the demand for oil will outstrip the supply of oil leading to a 

dramatic rise in prices and triggering a global economic crisis.  Faced with this “undeniable 

reality,” some of the world’s largest oil corporations have sought to develop Canada’s tar 

sands.
29

 

 As a result of the greater profitability of tar sands development and the global threat of 

peak oil, tar sands production has exploded.  Today, more than 10 major oil companies operate 

in Alberta’s oil sands.  Among these companies include Syncrude, Suncor, ExxonMobil, 

ConocoPhillips and Shell.
30

  Today, the Athabasca, Peace River, and Cold Lake regions produce 

more than 1 million barrels of oil per day.
31

  By 2018, production is expected to be around 3 

million barrels per day.
32

  Its production is capable of serving North America for more than 50 

years.
33

 

 

Tar Sands Extraction 

Now that we have reviewed the history of the development of Canada’s oil sands, it is 

helpful to examine the way in which oil is extracted from the tar sands.  The bitumen is mined 

from the ground through one of two ways.  The first method described here is known as “open-
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pit” mining.
34

  Open-pit mining is only possible in situations where the bitumen deposits are 

close to the Earth’s surface.
35

  In a process similar to coal mining, forest and overburden 

(consisting of topsoil and muskeg) is stripped away to reveal the tar sand deposit.
36

  Massive 

hydraulic shovels remove the tar sand and load it into 400-ton heavy hauler trucks.  The trucks 

transport the sand to a processing facility, where it is crushed.
37

  Hot water is added to the 

crushed bituminous sand to create a slurry.  The slurry is pumped into a separation vessel.  The 

mixture settles into three distinct layers.  On the bottom rests the sand; “middlings” of clay and 

water above the sand; and on the surface floats a thin layer of bitumen.
38

 The bitumen is 

skimmed off the surface and the sand and clay by-product is stored in tailing ponds. 

 The second method of bitumen extraction is known as in situ (Latin for “in place”) 

drilling.
39

 The most common in 

situ process is Steam-Assisted 

Gravity Drainage (SAGD).  In 

this process, two L-shaped wells 

are drilled in a vertical stack.  Hot 

steam is injected into the top 

well.  This steam exits the upper 

pipe, heating the earth around it.  
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The heat causes the tar-like bitumen to separate from the sand and clay.  It drains down because 

of gravity.  This tar is then sucked up by the second well.  The bitumen is then pumped up to the 

surface, where it is processed into crude oil and prepared for transport.
40

 

 The tar sands are landlocked, far from any port of harbour.  After extraction, the diluted 

bitumen (dilbit) crude must be transported to other parts of Canada for processing and 

refinement.  Crude oil is transported across Canada and the United States through a large 

network of pipelines.  In Canada, there are more than 700,000 km of pipeline.
41

  Some of the 

major pipelines connecting the oil sands to this network are the Suncor-Oilsands Pipeline, which 

connects Suncor Energy with the Fort Saskatchewan and Edmonton markets; the Suncor-

Enbridge Pipeline (Athabasca Pipeline), the largest pipeline which connects Suncor with the 

Cold Lake and Athabasca deposits; the Syncrude-Alberta Oil Sands Pipeline, which connects 

Syncrude with Edmonton; and finally the Canadian Natural Resources Limited-Horizon pipeline, 

which transports crude from CNRL’s camp north of Fort McMurray to Edmonton.
42

  Other large 

pipelines are in the process of construction.  These pipeline projects will connect Canada’s oil 

sands to global markets.  To do so, these pipelines must stretch from the oil sands to Canada’s 

ports in British Columbia and Atlantic Canada, and south into the United States.  Among these 

pipelines are TransCanada’s Energy East Pipeline, the Keystone XL Pipeline, and the Northern 

Gateway Pipeline.  These pipelines transport to Atlantic Canada, the United States, and British 

Columbia respectively.
43
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The Environmental Impact of the Tar Sands 

 The extraction of Canada’s bitumen, as environmental critics have pointed out, has had a 

devastating environmental impact.  “The … oil sands,” writes MacDowell, “are an ecological 

disaster.”
44

  The most obvious way in which the development of Canada’s tar sands is 

environmentally destructive is the impact of the open-pit extraction process.  Open-pit bitumen 

extraction necessitates the clear-cutting of entire swaths of forest and the removal of overburden 

from the mine site.
45

  Numerous reports have documented the environmental impact of this 

process.
46

 Even the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers has admitted that open-pit 

mining “disturb[s] a large area of land.”
47

  In light of the public acknowledgement of this 

obvious severe damage, the oil companies involved claim that these sites can be recolonized or 

reclaimed by nature after extraction is complete.
48

  Governmental regulations mandate that oil 

sands companies must work to let nature reclaim open-pit sites.  According to the CAPP, 

Syncrude Canada’s Gateway Hill became the first open-pit site to receive a certificate of 

reclamation from the Alberta government.
49

  The degree to which this reclamation is effective is 

dubious according to critics.  It is notable that Gateway Hill is the only reclaimed site, and the 

reclaimed area is only 0.6 square kilometers.
50

  The open-pit mines cover an area of nearly 

50,000 square kilometers, making the reclamation project seem tokenistic.
51
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 Another environmental effect of tar sands extraction is the effect on local water sources.  

In the process of separating the bitumen from the sand and clay, a water and toxic chemical by-

product is produced.  The separation process by-product used in both the open-pit and in situ 

extraction processes is stored in large, often unlined tailing ponds.  These tailing ponds are 

apparently strictly regulated by the government.
52

  The CAPP recognizes that tailing ponds can 

be environmentally hazardous.  It claims that it is using “new techniques” to improve the safety 

of tailing ponds.
53

  Despite this, however, there are documented instances of tailing pond waters 

leaching into local groundwater and rivers.  For instance, a federal study conducted by 

Environment Canada was released in early 2014 confirming that tar sands tailing pond 

contamination was found in groundwater and is polluting the Athabasca River.
54

  As the report’s 

abstract states, “The resemblance between the [sample] profiles from [oil sands process-affected 

water, or OSPW] and from 6 groundwater samples adjacent to two tailings ponds implies a 

common source.”
55

  This most recent study reaffirms what previous studies had already 

                                                 
52

 “Oil Sands and the Environment,” CAPP. 
53

 “Oil Sands and the Environment,” CAPP. 
54

 “Oilsands study confirms tailings found in groundwater, river,” CBCNews, last modified February 21, 2014, 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/oilsands-study-confirms-tailings-found-in-groundwater-river-1.2545089 
55

 Richard A. Frank et al., “Profiling Oil Sands Mixtures from Industrial Developments and Natural Groundwaters 

for Source Identification,” Environmental Science and Technology 48 (2014), 2660.  

Figure 3 – Suncor 

tailing ponds meters 

away from the 

Athabasca  



TimePieces Vol. 16 

175 

 

suggested.  For instance, a report produced by Alberta government’s Water Monitoring Data 

Review Committee summarized and evaluated four different studies demonstrating tailing pond 

seepage into the Athabasca River.
56

 In effect, this means the contamination of local water 

sources with the toxic tailing waste.  In this way, then, we see that tar sands production is 

detrimental to local water sources, despite the assurances of CAPP and the federal regulations. 

 Another key environmental impact of tar sands production is not strictly limited to the 

Athbasca, Peace River, and Cold Lake regions.  This is the ecological damage caused by 

pipelines.  This impact appears in two forms.  The first and most immediate effect of pipelines is 

the deforestation their construction necessarily causes.   The other effect of pipelines is in their 

potential to rupture or leak.  Dilbit is more corrosive, acidic, viscous, and must be pumped at a 

higher pressure than conventional crude.
57

  As such, oil sands pipelines are more prone to 

leaking or rupturing than conventional crude pipelines.  In the United States, there have been 

cases of pipeline ruptures in Mayflower, Arkansas and Marshall, Michigan.
58

  In Arkansas, the 

Exxon Pegasus pipeline ruptured and spilled 300,000 gallons of dilbit crude into “suburban 

streets, residential yards, wetlands, waterways, and Lake Conway.”
59

  In Michigan, one million 

gallons of dilbit crude “gushed” from an Enbridge tar sands pipeline in 2010.  The spill 

contaminated 30 miles of the Kalamazoo River.  It cost more than one billion dollars to clean up 

and resulted in “widespread health problems in neighboring communities.”
60

 

 The final major environmental impact of the development and production of Canada’s oil 

sands is its contribution to global climate change.  Although no full studies project the 
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greenhouse gas emissions in the full life cycle of the tar sands, it is highly likely that Canada’s 

tar sands are one of the country’s highest emitters of greenhouse gases.
61

  In addition to the 

greenhouse gases produced by the consumption of the tar sands fuel products, the extraction and 

production of tar sands bitumen itself emit greenhouse gases.  To produce tar sands bitumen, it 

requires the use of huge amounts of natural gas.  As the tar sands expand, this only intensifies.  

Indeed, since 2000 the consumption of natural gas by tar sands projects has nearly tripled to 1.1 

billion cubic feet (bcf) a day since, or to about 20% of Canada’s yearly natural gas production.
62

  

Because of this, the tar sands are a major contributor to global structural climate change.
63

 

 

Environmental Opposition to the Development of the Tar Sands 

 Understandably, the development of Canada’s tar sands has given rise to a movement 

diametrically opposed to the continued development and exploitation of the tar sands.  This 

movement has two aspects.  The first aspect stands in the environmentalist tradition and arose as 

a response to the tangible ecological effects posed by the development of Canada’s tar sands.  

The second aspect of the opposition movement to the tar sands centres around questions of 

Aboriginal sovereignty over un-ceded territory and raises serious issues like the continuing 

injury and harm being done to the life, culture and traditions of First Nations. 

 The first aspect of the oil sands opposition movement concerns environmental impact and 

harm.   This part of the anti-tar sands camp arose as a response to the environmental threats 

raised by the development and exploitation of Canada’s tar sands.  The environmental aspect has 
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fought the continued development of the tar sands on every possible front, calling for 

moratoriums on the commencement of new projects through to the immediate shutdown of the 

existing tar sands facilities.  This criticism has largely formed within the environmentalist groups 

within Canada and the United States.  In total, more than 40 environmental organizations are 

actively struggling against the continued development of Canada’s tar sands.  These 

organizations include Greenpeace Canada, Environmental Defence Canada, the National 

Resource Defense Council (NRDC) and the Energy Action Coalition.
64

  At the same time, 

though, the movement has also created entirely new organizations such as the Keepers of the 

Athabasca and Tar Sands Free Northeast.
65

  These various groups have developed networks and 

unified fronts in their struggle against the tar sands.  The most notable network is the Tar Sands 

Solutions Network, founded in the late 2000s. 

 Given the deleterious environmental effects of tar sands extraction, the expansive list of 

environmental groups opposing the tar sands was bound to arise.  Numerous environmental 

organizations, nevertheless, have noticeably failed to take up the issue with any seriousness.  

Among these groups include Ducks Unlimited Canada, World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Canada, 

and the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPWS).
66

  At most, these organizations signed 
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a declaration entitled “Managing Oil Sands Development for the Long-Term.”
67

  This 

declaration meekly called “for elimination of subsidies, a network of protected areas and 

corridors, a binding, integrated regional resource-management plan and, most curiously, ‘carbon 

neutral (zero net greenhouse gas emissions) by 2020 through a combination of on-site emission 

reductions and genuine emissions offsets.’”
68

  In no way does this declaration oppose the 

continued development of Canada’s tar sands.  In light of this perfunctory declaration issued by 

“Canada’s Environmental Community,” the question arises: “Why do these environmental 

organizations fail to adopt an oppositional stance to the environmental menace that is the tar 

sands?”  According to Petr Cizek and Macdonald Stainsby, the answer is simple: these 

environmental groups have been co-opted by the tar sands developers.  WWF, Ducks Unlimited 

and CPWS have been largely funded by Pew Charitable Trusts, a Philadelphia-based charitable 

foundation.
69

  Pew Charitable Trusts was established by J. Howard Pew, the owner of Sunoco 

and later Suncor.  Its current board includes members of the Suncor board of directors and 

numerous members of the Pew family, whose wealth flows from Suncor.
70

  In this light, their 

lack of opposition to the tar sands makes political sense.  

 The environmental opposition movement has been involved in numerous campaigns to 

stop or hinder the continued development and exploitation of Canada’s tar sands.  These 

campaigns range from an overall strategy to block the expansion and exploitation of the tar 

sands, to individual campaigns to block specific pipelines.  
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 Among these current campaigns waged by the environmentalist aspect of the tar sands 

opposition movement 

include the campaigns 

against the Keystone XL 

pipeline, the Enbridge 

Northern Gateway pipeline, 

the Kinder Morgan trans-

mountain pipeline, the 

Energy East pipeline, the 

Alberta Clipper pipeline, the 

Line 9 pipeline, and a campaign to prohibit the transportation of tar sands crude via rail.
71

  The 

methods employed in these campaigns range from petitioning governments to suspend tar sands 

approval bills through to protests and militant direct action against the tar sands. 

 The organizations that oppose the tar sands have taken up the issue as a response to the 

real environmental threats posed by the exploitation of the tar sands.  Some organizations 

emerged directly in response to the tar sands development, while others pre-dated the projects.  

For instance, the Tar Sands Solutions Network describes itself as an organization that represents 

“a range of voices that are unanimously calling for a safe, clean energy economy that protects 

human and environmental rights.”
72

  TSSN states that its members “are working hard to ensure 

that massive investments in new pipelines, oil terminals and supertankers do not lock us into 
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another century of dirty oil consumption.
73

  In their own words, they explain their activism as an 

acceptance that: 

[t]he greenhouse gas emissions associated with the production, transportation and 

combustion of tar sands oil will push us over the edge toward catastrophic climate 

change, and the inevitable pipeline leaks and tanker spills of harmful tar sands crude put 

people, communities and ecosystems at risk wherever they carry their dangerous cargo.
74

 

 

In essence, the Tar Sands Solutions Network cites the concern over the potential environmental 

hazards arising from the development and exploitation of Canada’s tar sands as its basis for 

existence.   

 Several environmental organizations that are involved in the fight against the tar sands 

pre-dated the struggle.  Greenpeace, for example, is a global environmental non-governmental 

organization that was established in 1971.
75

  According to the organization’s website, 

Greenpeace is “an independent global campaigning organisation that acts to change attitudes and 

behaviour, to protect and conserve the environment and to promote peace…”
76

  Greenpeace took 

up the tar sands struggle as an extension of this mission.  On their website, Greenpeace explain 

their concerns about the tar sands: 

[t]he tar sands are huge deposits of bitumen, a tar-like substance that’s turned into oil 

through complex and energy-intensive processes that cause widespread environmental 

damage. These processes pollute the Athabasca River, lace the air with toxins and 

convert farmland into wasteland. Large areas of the Boreal forest are clearcut to make 

way for development in the tar sands, the fastest growing source of greenhouse gas 

emissions in Canada.
77
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From this quote, we see that the basis of Greenpeace’s opposition to the development of the tar 

sands centres primarily on the environmental threats posed by the continued development.  

Another exemplary organization pre-dating tar sands development is the Natural Resources 

Defense Council (NRDC).  The NRDC was founded in 1970 and is currently based in New York 

City.  The foundation describes itself as committed to “curbing global warming and creating the 

clean energy future, reviving the world’s oceans, defending endangered wildlife and wild places, 

protecting our health by preventing pollution, ensuring safe and sufficient water, [and] fostering 

sufficient communities.”
78

  For the NRDC, the development and exploitation of Canada’s tar 

sands contradicts this mission.  They state that the tar sands “uses vast amounts of energy and 

water, and causes significant air and water pollution, and three times the global warming 

pollution of conventional crude production.”
79

  The continued development of Canada’s tar 

sands contradicts this mission and thus serves as the basis of their involvement in the anti-tar 

sands struggle.  It is evident that the environmentalist aspect of the movement against the tar 

sands arose as a response to the serious environmental threats posed by the development and 

exploitation of Canada’s tar sands. 

  

Aboriginal Opposition to the Development of Canada’s Tar Sands 

 The second dimension of the tar sands opposition movement is closely linked to the 

struggle for First Nations sovereignty over un-ceded territory in Canada.  This First Nations 

opposition also critiques the grievous environmental impacts and dangers presented by the 

development and exploitation of the tar sands.  At the same time, however, it links the struggle 
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against the tar sands to the struggle for First Nations sovereignty.  As Aru Riahi and Tim 

McSorley argue, this struggle reflects the continuing legacy of colonialism, a condition 

sometimes called “neo-colonialism.”
80

 First Nations opposition to tar sands development is 

connected to a much longer tradition of First Nations’ struggle to preserve their historic 

sovereignty and protect the environment against the ravages of economic development.  Both of 

these long-standing struggles animate the specific opposition to the tar sands projects.  The Idle 

No More movement reflects the coalescence of these long-standing First Nations struggles with 

the specificities of the tar sands development projects.  The tar sands projects raise serious issues 

about Aboriginal sovereignty and, as observed above, have given rise to serious environmental 

criticism.  Idle No More is about the protection of Aboriginal sovereignty and seeks to protect 

the environment from the detrimental effects of development.  Idle No More is a loose grassroots 

organization that was founded in 2011 by three First Nations women and a Euro-Canadian.
81

  It 

is part “of a long history of Indigenous resistance in the Americas.”
82

  Initially, Idle No More 

arose as a reaction to Bill C-45 and the concerns that the bill “erode indigenous rights” in 
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|Canada.
83

  Since its founding, the Idle No More movement has evolved to oppose more than just 

Bill C-45.  Today, Idle No More “focuses on honouring and reaffirming Indigenous sovereignty 

and protecting land and water.”
84

  Idle No More’s manifesto states that “The taking of resources 

has left many lands and waters poisoned – the animals and plants are dying in many areas in 

Canada,” and that First Nations “will be left with nothing but poisoned water, land and air. This 

is an attempt to take away sovereignty and the inherent right to land and resources from First 

Nations peoples.”
85

  In keeping with this belief, Idle No 

More has incorporated the struggle against the tar sands 

into its movement.  It has participated in numerous 

actions against the tar sands.  Among their actions 

include the organization of tar sands protests, solidarity 

rallies, and sending emissaries to world leaders to 

undermine foreign support for tar sands development.
86

  

Idle No More therefore provides us with an excellent 

example of the second aspect of the tar sands 

opposition movement.  This aspect is closely linked to 

the struggle for First Nations sovereignty.   
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 Whereas Idle No More is an example of the tar sands opposition centering on sovereignty 

rights at the national level, there are examples of local aboriginal resistance to the tar sands as 

well.  The most striking and famous example is the Unist’ot’en resistance in British Columbia.  

The Unist’ot’en are a clan of the Wet’suwet’en First Nation.
87

  The Wet’suwet’en and 

Unist’ot’en claim a territory that extends from the town of Burns Lake to the Coastal Mountains 

in central British Columbia.  This territory remains unceded to this day.  As Freda Huson, 

spokesperson of the Unist’ot’en explains, the Wet’suwet’en “never signed any treaties or deeds 

selling” their territory.
88

  They “were forcibly removed and forced onto reservations. Families 

were burnt out of their cabins and escorted off lands by police.”
89

  In 1997, the Wet’suwet’en 

chiefs won a Supreme Court decision, Delgamuukw, proving that they had title to their lands.
90

  

The Wet’suwet’en maintain their claim to sovereignty over the region.  

 In 2014, the Canadian government approved the construction of the Enbridge Northern 

Gateway Pipeline.  The Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline is a twin pipeline.  In one direction, 

the pipeline would transport tar sands crude from Alberta to the British Columbian coast.  From 

there, the crude would be able to reach Asian markets.  In the other direction, the pipeline would 

pump natural gas to fuel bitumen processing at the tar sands.    The proposed pipeline will “bore 

through land-slide prone mountains, cross six major watersheds and 1,210 tributaries, pass 

through the Great Bear Rainforest and load oil into super-tankers that will navigate the Hecate 

Straight—the fourth most dangerous waterway in the world.”
91
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 As some commentators have stated, this approval was an “invitation for conflict.”
92

   

More importantly, the pipeline will have to pass through the unceded territory of the 

Wet’suwet’en, specifically that of the Unist’ot’en clan.  With the support of the Unist’ot’en 

people, chief Toghestiy has refused the requests by both Enbridge and the Canadian government 

to allow the pipeline.  Freda Huson has explained the clan’s concerns.  They believe that 

Enbridge’s pipeline poses a significant risk to the existence of their community.  Northern 

Gateway’s path takes it through the Morice River, described as the “lifeblood of the 

Unist’ot’en.”
93

  The Unist’ot’en fear that the pipeline could lead to the pollution of the river and  

the extinction of their people.  This fear is not without considerable justification – Enbridge’s 

safety record is “abhorrent,” and it experiences 73 hydrocarbon spills on average per year.
94

  The 

Unist’ot’en have thus opposed the development of the tar sands and its pipelines. 

 The opposition of the Wet’suwet’en First Nations to the tar sands is also closely linked to 

their struggle for sovereignty.  In spite of the Unist’ot’en refusal, the Enbridge Northern Gateway 

Pipeline project continues to move forward.  The Unist’ot’en has met this development with 

strong resistance.  The Unist’ot’en have erected blockades and camps along the route of the 

pipeline, and on several occasions have evicted surveyors from their land.
95

  Enbridge and the 

Canadian government, however, are determined to see the company build its pipeline through 

Unist’ot’en territory.  The struggle has become more than simply a fight against pipeline 

construction; it is also about First Nations sovereignty.  As chief Toghestiy stated, “The decision 

makers are the ones that have always occupied these lands… They always have and they always 
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94

 For safety statistics on Enbridge, see: Richard Girard and Tanya Roberts Davis, “Out on the Tar Sands Mainline: 
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 A video was uploaded by the Unist’ot’en showing the eviction of a TransCanada helicopter team from the 

Unist’ot’en territory.  See: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4jMTJjFVb3s. 
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will. And it’s our responsibility to make sure we keep that alive.  This isn’t just a fight about 

pipelines. This is a fight about indigenous sovereignty, our sovereignty.”
96

  Enbridge Northern 

Gateway Pipeline must illegally cross the Unist’ot’en territory to build the pipeline.  It would 

mean “extending Canada’s authority into an unsurrendered indigenous nation with its own laws 

and system of governance,” requiring “the use of force.”  To the Witsuwit’en, Unist’ot’en, and 

First Nations generally, “it would be an act of war.”
97

   

 The Idle No More movement and the Unist’ot’en resistance are examples of the close 

link between some of the opposition to the continued development and exploitation of the tar 

sands and the struggle for First Nations sovereignty.  These examples are representative of the 

second dimension of the tar sands opposition movement centering the struggle for First Nations’ 

sovereignty over un-ceded territory in Canada.   

 To conclude, the recent surge in the development of Canada’s tar sands and the 

environmental destruction it entails has given rise to a socio-political movement diametrically 

opposed to the continued development and exploitation of the tar sands.  This movement has two 

dimensions.  The first is an environmental dimension that is a response to the grievous 

environmental effects of the tar sands development.  The second dimension centres on and is 

closely linked to Aboriginal struggles, especially for Aboriginal sovereignty over unceded 

territory.  The rise of this opposition to the tar sands is not unique to Canada.  It reflects a global 

trend that sees the rise of resistance movements to deleterious energy extraction and usage, 

unsustainable industrial development and the unfortunate disregard for Indigenous rights.   
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“Gender and War in The Canadian Forum, 1939-1945”  

~Tianna Gerber  

 

 

 

The presentation of the matter of gender and war in Canadian Forum is inconsistent or 

even contradictory. On the one hand, when measured against the rich research that has 

emerged in the last four decades, Canadian Forum is largely silent. When it does occasionally 

connect war to women it sometimes reinforces the traditional gendered representations of war. 

There are times, however, when Canadian Forum is drawing connections between gender and 

war, and anticipating or even critically raising questions that have risen in recent decades. 

With the recent critique of the relationship between gender and war in mind, this paper will 

explore those instances in Canadian Forum where connections between the question of gender 

and war are drawn. It is necessary to begin with a brief overview of the themes that have been 

forged about the gender dimensions of war in recent decades. Analysis can then turn to the 

specific instances where matters of gender have been raised, using questions of gendered 

constructions as they relate to warfare and militarization as a guide. 

It is necessary and helpful to begin with a brief review of the gender and war research. 

The issue concerning the relationship between patriarchal consciousness and war was 

broached in the First World War as part of the First Wave of Feminism, although a sustained 

critical analysis of the relationship between gender and war failed to materialize at that time. 

In part, this was due to fact that most aspects of feminist criticism fell silent during the 

interwar period. Virginia Woolf’s Three Guineas, published in the late 1930s, nevertheless 

continued to explore the unease felt by many women during the interwar era when it came to 

the issue of militarization and warfare. It was not until the Second Wave of Feminism was 

well underway that a sustained analysis of the relationship between patriarchal consciousness 
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and war appeared in academic literature. One of the first and most important observations 

made by this literature concerned the relative silence surrounding the relationship between 

gender and warfare. Betty Reardon’s Sexism in the War System (1996) was one of the first 

studies to break this silence. She criticized the tendency for war researchers to ignore 

questions of gender and war, especially the unique harm that women experience during 

wartime. Her work complemented the groundbreaking work of others including Cynthia 

Enloe, whose innovative work entitled Bananas, Beaches, and Bases (1990) set many of the 

enduring questions that now guide the research exploring the relationship between gender 

and war. These themes include the relationship between patriarchal consciousness and the 

origins of war, the social construction of gender during wartime, and the rehabilitation of 

patriarchal ideals in the post-war era. 

Canadian Forum was an important source of leftist thinking throughout the Second 

World War. One reader referred to the Forum as “a much needed light in these dark days.”
1 

Another reader wrote, “If democracy is to be kept alive in this Dominion of ours we must have 

just such publications as yours.”
2 

The Forum was founded in 1920, and was the product of a 

small monthly, published at the University of Toronto, called The Rebel. The ownership of the 

magazine shifted frequently due to its financial struggles, but for the most part it remained a 

co-operatively owned organization of the Canadian left.
3
 Michiel Horn writes in his book, The 

League for Social Reconstruction: Intellectual Origins of the Democratic Left in Canada 

1930- 1942, that several members of the League for Social Reconstruction (LSR) joined the 

                                                 
1
 “Here’s What They Say,” Canadian Forum, June 1942, Back Cover. 

2
 Ibid.  

3
 “Canadian Forum,” Historica Canada, accessed November 12, 2014. 
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board of the Forum including George Grube and Frank Underhill,
4 

and in 1936 the LSR 

purchased and restored the struggling magazine.  Canadian Forum became the “chief means 

of reaching Canadians”
5 

and served as the “mouthpiece”
6 

of the LSR and later the Co-

Operative Commonwealth Federation. 

It is striking that a magazine that served as one of the prominent voices of the Canadian 

left largely replicated the silence regarding the relationship between patriarchal consciousness 

and war throughout its wartime issues. Despite the fact that Canadian Forum was a monthly 

publication that covered a variety of topics, including the Second World War, it was extremely 

difficult to find any references to themes such as women’s experiences during war, their 

absorption into the wartime labour force, the general unease felt by women, or their fears and 

anxieties at the prospect of losing loved ones. In other words, Canadian Forum was largely 

silent on issues relating to women and war, especially those that have been raised in the 

research on gender and war as part of the Second Wave of Feminism. The Forum, for 

example, remained silent on the issue and debate on women’s participation in the Canadian 

Armed Forces during the Second World War. We know from Ruth Roach Pierson’s study, 

They’re Still Women After All, that the issue of gender was an important matter at that time. In 

her book, she raises a number of specific issues including debates about whether women 

should be able to join the military, the struggle to preserve the ‘feminine identity’ for women 

in the Canadian Women’s Army Corps (CWAC), the troubling personification of women as 

venereal diseases in Second World War military posters in Canada, and the difficult transition 

                                                 
4
 Michiel Horn, The League for Social Reconstruction: Intellectual Origins of the Democratic Left in Canada 

1930-1942 (Toronto; Buffalo; London, University of Toronto Press, 1980), 130. 

 
5
 Horn, The League for Social Reconstruction, 131. 

6
 Ibid, 206.  
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of women as they were forced back into the home from the workforce in the early post-war 

period.  Despite the fact that these are recurrent themes raised by Pierson, themes that reflected 

important debates in Canadian society during the war period, none of them are raised even in a 

passing way in the wartime issues of Canadian Forum. 

 Part of this silence, perhaps, could be attributed to the fact that Canadian Forum 

donated such a generous portion of the magazine to Canadian art, poetry, and literary work as 

a means of forging a Canadian identity, thereby leaving a modest section for editorials and 

news items. A study by Susan Gubar, a literary critic specializing in the gendered 

constructions of narrative, however, shatters such supposition with her groundbreaking article 

entitled “This is My Rifle, This is My Gun:” World War II and the Blitz on Women. She 

overturns traditional studies of war in which war is perceived as a conflict between nations and 

a clash of militaries. This traditional view of war, according to Gubar’s research, is not 

supported or represented in the literary representations of war. Through her sweeping review 

of literary works, Gubar argues that the Second World War begins to look like the 

reproduction of the patriarchal relations of power, and therefore not as a conflict between the 

militaries of competing nations, but rather as an attack on women. So compelling is her 

assessment of the literature of the Second World War that she was able to make the claim that 

women perceived the war as a “blitz” on them. “Concerned less with military maneuvers and 

more with sexual antagonism,” explains Gubar, “the literature women wrote about World War 

II needs to be understood as a documentation of women’s sense that the war was a blitz on 

them.”
7 

This is in striking contrast with much of the literature written by men about the 

                                                 
7
 Susan Gubar, “‘This is My Rifle, This is My Gun’: World War II and the Blitz on Women,” in Behind the Lines: 

Gender and the Two World Wars, edited by Margaret R. Higonnet, Jane Jenson, Sonya Michel, and Margaret 

Collins Weitz (New Haven, Yale University Press, 1987), 258. 
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Second World War. “The most intense hatred of women,” according to Gubar, “surfaces in 

those poems that identify ‘boys’ as victims of a war that is personified by the whore.”
8 

Women 

are perceived as the true enemy in war. Given the fact that so much literature was exploring 

questions of gender and war during the two world wars, the relative silence in Canadian 

Forum remains noteworthy.  

In those rare instances when the issue of gender and war was directly broached, we 

sometimes saw a simple replication of gendered understandings with respect to war. Feminist 

research has revealed that there is a standard bevy of patriarchal notions that shape our 

understandings of war, including the notion of the male aggressor, the ideal of the male 

protector, the noble manliness of bravery and 

courage, and the maternal ideal of mothers 

birthing and raising a generation of new 

soldiers.  Canadian Forum’s inclusion of 

government war advertisements replicated 

such gendered notions of war. War 

advertisements were designed, according to 

Gubar, to “illustrate what would happen to 

women if men lost the war” and were 

“complemented by glamorous recruitment 

posters intended to encourage women to help 

win the war.”
9 

Indeed, the war ads 

published throughout the wartime 

                                                 
8
 Ibid, 250. 

9
 Gubar, “‘This is My Rifle, This is My Gun,’” 231. 
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issues of Canadian Forum support Gubar’s argument, and reinforce assumptions about 

women’s supportive role to men and the war effort. These themes, for example, are apparent in 

the war ad entitled “Mother budgets our future now,” which appears in the November 1942 

issue of the Forum.
10 

The ad affirms the patriarchal ideal of the woman as the homemaker and 

the man as the breadwinner and primary supporter, and illustrates that the war disrupts this 

maternal ideal.  While gendered norms and ideals are disrupted during war, they are also 

simultaneously reinforced and represented in more conventional gendered ways. There is an 

implicit notion that during the war the home expands to include the home front and the 

generalized war effort. This ad emphasizes the importance of being frugal despite the 

proliferation of wartime jobs. The imaginary mother 

says, “We’re not throwing money around.”
11 

The self-

abnegating mother personifies national thriftiness and 

restraint. 

A second war advertisement published in the July 

1942 issue plays on the idea that women can carelessly 

undermine the war effort.
12  

This hints at the patriarchal 

notion of Pandora, that is, the idea of woman as a 

punishment for man, or the Eve myth of Christianity 

where woman is the temptress who undermines the well- 

being of man. It features a well-dressed woman about to 

spend money on something “needlessly.”
13 

A Hitler-like figure hovers behind her, and 

                                                 
10

 Mother budgets our future now,” Canadian Forum, November 1942, 256. 
11

 Ibid. 
12

 “Go on, spend it…what’s the difference?” Canadian Forum, July 1942, 122. 
13

 Ibid. 
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whispers in her ear “Go on, spend it… what’s the difference?”
14 

This is consistent with the 

idea, common to the Second World War, which represented women as accidently undermining 

the war effort through such things as “pillow talk.” The ad is encouraging the supportive role 

of Canadian women on the home front, stating, “Saving is Serving.” It also appears to be 

replicating the offensive gendered notion that women spend carelessly and lavishly. It advises 

Canadians “the time has come when every nickel, dime and quarter you spend needlessly is 

money spent in the cause of our enemies!”
15 

And that “NOW, more than any time since this 

war began, national THRIFT is essential.” The ad then directly draws on the notion that 

women are spending carelessly: “Your personal war job is to save every cent you can…”
16 

The ad plays on very powerful gendered notions that women can inadvertently undermine the 

war effort through carelessness, or even deliberately undermine the war effort as symbolized 

by the very famous figure Mata Hari and the so-called “Mata Hari phenomenon.”
17

 This ad 

also suggestively draws on the idea of woman as possible enemy, and subtly calls to mind the 

famous Pandora and Eve myths. 

A third war advertisement subtly replicates the sexual collocation of sexuality and war. 

The ad is entitled “Loading a rifle by licking a Stamp” and it appears in the June 1942 issue of 

Canadian Forum.
18 

It is an ad encouraging women to buy war savings stamps. The sexual 

implications of “loading a rifle” by “licking a stamp” seem unmistakable. It also reproduces, 

however, the broader ideal of women contributing to the war effort by extending their 

household activities into public spaces. In this sense,  
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women again move from the home to the “home front.” 

“Next time you get the urge to spend a quarter or a few 

dollars,” the ad states rather bluntly, “THINK! Why not 

invest that money in freedom and democracy—invest it 

securely in War Savings Stamps and Certificates. Buy 

them every week when you’re shopping or through your 

employer.”
19 

Women’s gender role is preserved in the 

sense that they continue to support the much more 

important work undertaken by men. This theme is the 

subject of studies such as Maureen Honey’s Creating Rosie the Riveter: Class, Gender, and 

Propaganda during World War II.
20 

The basic argument in this body of literature is that 

women’s work on the home front is presented as a gendered extension of their work within the 

home. Indeed, this literature asserts that a woman’s housekeeping in the home is extended to 

the housekeeping of the community during the war.
21 

The “militarization of women’s 

housework” is representative of this extension.
22 

For instance, placing shell caps on bombs in a 

munitions factory is analogous to decorating cookies, and cutting sheet metal for an airplane is 

akin to cutting out a pattern for a dress. In the case of this ad, a woman’s work inside the home 

and the labours of women outside the home are seamless and crucial to supporting men and 

supporting the war effort. 
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An additional theme in feminist research explores the idea that warfare and sexuality 

are mutually metaphorical.  The language of war and the language of sexuality tend to 

reinforce ideas of domination and submission that are perceived to be part of the masculine 

sexual identity in patriarchal culture.  Certainly, studies have displayed that men often refer to 

their weapons in sexual terms or as an extension of their genitalia.
23 

It has been shown that 

men often regard their triumph over enemies as analogues to their triumph over females. A 

notch on a gun and a notch on a bedpost are rooted in a similar logic of domination and 

submission. Canadian Forum published a stunning piece of poetry written by Lieutenant 

Irving Layton (who would become a famous Canadian poet notorious for his use of sexual 

imagery), which embodies what Gubar refers to as “the erotic relationship between young 

soldiers and the ‘dark beauty’ of the guns that comforts them.”
24 

The poem is entitled Lady 

Remington, and it appeared in the January 1943 issue of Canadian Forum: 

Lie down beside her, 

soldier, And do but use her 

well, 

And she can ease your 

passion With cries and 

powder smell. Be reckless 

in your loving; Her grace 

makes no one poor, For 

only bullets issue 

From such an iron whore.
25

 
 

The poem expressly personifies the rifle as a woman. It then explores the ambiguities of the 

soldier’s relationship to the rifle, an exploration that also intentionally explores the tensions 

and contradictions of the soldier’s relationship to women. In the process, both the comforting 
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capacities of women as well as their potential for destruction are rehearsed. The opening 

stanza of the poem begins with the ambiguously tender idea of lying with a woman: “Lie 

down beside her, soldier / And do but use her well.”
26 

As well as objectifying women through 

the verb “use,” it admonishes the soldier to be careful and cautious, drawing a direct parallel 

between the threats posed by the careless use of a rifle and the sinister potential of women. We 

then learn that if this admonition is heeded the seducing qualities associated with womanhood 

could ease one’s anxieties and temper the soldier’s emotional zeal: “And she can ease your 

passion / With cries and powder smell.”
27

 The poem continues by advising the soldier to be 

bold owing to the sheer capacities of the Remington rifle, and the references to the ambiguities 

of the sexual act are unmistakable: “Be reckless in your loving / Her grace makes no one 

poor.”
28 

In the end, the sheer destructive capacity of the Remington rifle seems to be 

juxtaposed with the sheer destructive capacity of the feminine: “For only bullets issue / From 

such an iron whore.”
29 

This collocation of a rifle and womanliness has been deconstructed in 

the feminist critique of war. It suggests that many alarming aspects of patriarchal 

consciousness, including the objectification of the female body, and the powerful notion that 

woman is the “Enemy” and man is the “Hero,” animate the intrinsic meaning of war. At this 

point, Canadian Forum is replicating some of the starker and more troubling aspects of the 

relationship between gender and war. 

On at least two significant occasions, however, contributions to the Canadian Forum 

directly break the prevailing silences about women in war, and even began to anticipate many 

of the themes that would arise in the gender and war critique during the Second Wave of 
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Feminism. A striking example of this anticipation appears in the August 1942 issue in an 

etching entitled The Wreckage by Canadian artist Lawrence Hyde. The image depicts an 

unclad woman standing atop a pile of rubble. The woman is holding a small baby in her arms. 

The forlorn woman is visibly distressed and her eyes appear sallow. Although she is holding 

the baby, she is not providing it with any obvious comfort.  The woman appears to be 

emerging from a destroyed structure and seems to be primarily concerned with her immediate 

survival. Indeed, it is not abundantly obvious that the babe in her arms is even alive.  The 

background of the etching reveals searchlights, confirming that this is an image of a warzone. 

The overall impression of the etching suggests a certain hopelessness and despair. This 

stunning depiction foreshadows the focus of much of the gender and war literature that 

addresses the harm that befalls women in wartime. This literature draws attention to the fact 

that the term “civilian” often masks the disproportionate injury to women in warzones. The 

literature has drawn attention to the harm that befalls women in war, a harm related to the 

destruction of cities and civilian infrastructures. It also highlights some of the specific 

targeting of women that occurs in warzones including sexual harassment, sexual abuse and 

exploitation, rape, gang-rape or attempted rape, sexual slavery, forced pregnancy, abortion, 

sterilization, and contraception, as well as the trafficking of women for the purposes of sexual 

exploitation.
30 

It is as though the artist wanted to remind the reader of Canadian Forum that 

women disproportionately bear the burdens of carpet-bombing. Like the late literature on 

gender and war, this powerful image disrupts the conventional narrative of war by calling 

direct attention to the extraordinary harm caused by indiscriminate bombing and to the 

stunning burdens that women are forced to endure. The aptly titled etching The Wreckage 
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anticipates many of the key themes that would be explored in the gender and war literature 

long after World War II had drawn to a close. 

 

The Wreckage by Lawrence Hyde  
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Anticipatory themes also manifest in an article by Dorothy Johnson, appearing in the 

March 1943 issue of Canadian Forum entitled “Feminism, 1943.” The questions raised in her 

article are questions that would later be assumed by the research on gender and war. As Ruth 

Pierson points out, it is often thought that with the Second World War came the “end of 

women’s confinement to the domestic sphere”
31 

and the full “emancipation of women.”
32  

Indeed, it is often believed that war creates a new “world of opportunity unrestricted by sexual 

inequalities.”
33 

Women are freed from the home during times of war and are encouraged to 

take on work traditionally deemed men’s work. The liberating effects of war are commonly 

misconstrued as women’s liberation and as “gains” credited to the feminist movement. 

However, feminist research on the relationship between gender and war breaks the illusion of 

war as liberating for women. War does not liberate women from the “patriarchal divisions of 

labour” or the “conceptions of proper womanhood.”
34 

There is not a shift in the division of 

power between the sexes. Indeed, women entering the workforce remain subordinate to men. 

At times of war, men are temporarily promoted from worker to soldier, thus allowing women 

to migrate from their housework to the public workforce.  As supporters of the male soldiers, 

women are encouraged to temporarily take over the absent men’s jobs. Though the traditional 

gender norms have been disrupted, they are nevertheless simultaneously reinforced.  Women 

in the workplace remain subordinate to and segregated from men. The nature of women’s 

public work is, as mentioned earlier, an “extension” of their housework, therefore tasks are 

adapted to resemble work that women were accustomed to in the home.
35 

The supportive role 

of women is simply reinforced at times of war.  The liberation is as temporary as the war itself. 
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In her article, “Feminism, 1943,” Johnson addresses this notion of liberation and 

emancipation within the war setting. Specifically, Johnson questions the widely accepted 

emancipatory effects of war on women and the “unwanted chivalry” faced by women in 

Canadian society during the war. According to Johnson, however, it was the “cry of 

patriotism” that called women into the workplace and out of their traditional domestic sphere 

of life.
36 

It is for this reason that Johnson states: “The feminist movement can claim none of 

these gains.”
37 

Indeed, Pierson argues that “Canada’s war effort, rather than any consideration 

of women’s right to work, determined the recruitment of women into the labour force.”
38 

It 

was, therefore, a woman’s obligation to work in order to support the Canadian war effort, 

rather than her right or something indicative of her genuine emancipation. The “unwanted 

chivalry” faced by women in Canadian society during the war refers to the temporary support 

women receive by the government and their employers in order to ensure the availability of 

the female labour pool.
39 

This includes the governmental development of child-care facilities 

established to ensure that mothers would be able to join and support the war effort. As 

Johnson writes, the Canadian government was “taking a hand in the business of caring for 

children” while it is necessary for mothers to take a hand in the war effort.
40 

This form of 

assistance, however, was as temporary as women’s newly accepted role in public life. 

According to Pierson, these “temporary measures” remained in effect “only as long as the 

nation was at war.”
41

 

Canadian Forum’s presentation of gender and war during the Second World War is 
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paradoxical. As a voice of the Canadian left, it largely defaults to the dominant culture on the 

issues of gender and war. The pages of the magazine appear to be largely silent concerning the 

questions raised in recent feminist research, and at times reinforce and replicate the traditional 

gender representation of war. There are times, however, when Canadian Forum profoundly 

breaks this silence, and the contributions begin to assume an impressive analytic shape 

informed by feminist consciousness.  In a sense, these early feminist contributions anticipate 

the appearance of what Ian McKay calls the fifth formation of the left: “Socialist Feminist and 

Equality.”
42
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